
Retention and Graduation Rates 
 

Table 1. University of San Francisco Retention and Graduation Rates, 2007-2016 Cohorts 

Cohort Type 
Cohort 

Year 

Head 

Count 

First-Year 

Retention 

Rate 

Four-Year 

Graduation 

Rate 

Six-Year 

Graduation 

Rate 

Total 2007 1,049 83% 57% 69% 

2008 1,036 82% 61% 71% 

2009 1,069 85% 61% 72% 

2010 1,172 84% 62% 72% 

2011 1,189 88% 68% 77% 

2012 1,349 87% 66%  

2013 1,148 87% 65%  

2014 1,499 83%   

2015 1,265 86%   

2016 1,583 85%   

 2017 1,530    

Gender      

Female 2007 679 84% 61% 72% 

2008 686 82% 64% 72% 

2009 741 87% 64% 74% 

2010 750 85% 65% 75% 

2011 785 88% 71% 79% 

2012 860 87% 70%  

2013 733 87% 70%  

2014 971 83%   

2015 842 86%   

2016 1010 86%   

 2017 984    

Male 2007 370 82% 48% 64% 

2008 350 84% 56% 69% 

2009 328 81% 52% 66% 

2010 422 83% 55% 67% 

2011 404 89% 61% 74% 

2012 489 86% 59%  

2013 415 87% 57%  

2014 528 83%   

2015 423 85%   

2016 573 84%   

 2017 546    

(Table Continues) 

 

 

 

 

 



(Table Continued) 

Cohort Type Cohort 

Year 

Head 

Count 

First-Year 

Retention 

Rate 

Four-Year 

Graduation 

Rate 

Six-Year 

Graduation 

Rate 

Race/Ethnicity      

African American 2007 44 84% 41% 57% 

2008 29 79% 38% 52% 

2009 34 79% 50% 59% 

2010 28 86% 54% 54% 

2011 32 78% 66% 72% 

2012 44 80% 61%  

2013 38 76% 61%  

2014 52 90%   

2015 46 80%   

2016 52 87%   

 2017 83    

Hispanic or Latino/a 2007 164 85% 54% 72% 

2008 174 84% 58% 73% 

2009 213 89% 62% 72% 

2010 214 84% 57% 70% 

2011 236 92% 76% 84% 

2012 271 89% 72%  

2013 240 90% 69%  

2014 310 87%   

2015 247 92%   

2016 354 87%   

 2017 374    

Asian 2007 213 88% 60% 78% 

2008 192 85% 67% 78% 

2009 168 92% 68% 83% 

2010 251 90% 69% 81% 

2011 248 94% 70% 86% 

2012 263 92% 73%  

2013 211 91% 73%  

2014 333 88%   

2015 272 91%   

2016 358 93%   

 2017 320    

(Table Continues) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Table Continued) 

Cohort Type Cohort 

Year 

Head 

Count 

First-Year 

Retention 

Rate 

Four-Year 

Graduation 

Rate 

Six-Year 

Graduation 

Rate 

Native American/Alaskan 

Native 

2007 6 83% 83% 83% 

2008 9 44% 33% 33% 

2009 2 100% 100% 100% 

2010 6 83% 50% 67% 

2011 2 100% 100% 100% 

2012 2 50% 50%  

2013 1 100% 0%  

2014 6 50%   

2015 6 100%   

2016 4 50%   

 2017 3    

White 2007 426 79% 58% 66% 

2008 433 80% 60% 68% 

2009 413 83% 60% 69% 

2010 412 84% 64% 72% 

2011 390 86% 67% 74% 

2012 378 83% 65%  

2013 300 82% 64%  

2014 424 73%   

2015 322 79%   

2016 455 80%   

 2017 375    

International 2007 78 94% 58% 68% 

2008 70 90% 67% 70% 

2009 87 81% 51% 70% 

2010 138 75% 50% 61% 

2011 178 86% 58% 68% 

2012 261 86% 54%  

2013 231 89% 52%  

2014 257 87%   

2015 250 86%   

2016 201 84%   

 2017 196    

(Table Continues) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Table Continued) 

Cohort Type Cohort 

Year 

Head 

Count 

First-Year 

Retention 

Rate 

Four-Year 

Graduation 

Rate 

Six-Year 

Graduation 

Rate 

Unknown 2007 59 68% 48% 54% 

2008 52 64% 48% 52% 

2009 54 63% 48% 56% 

2010 17 94% 53% 71% 

2011 22 82% 50% 68% 

2012 37 84% 54%  

2013 30 77% 77%  

2014 17 82%   

2015 26 85%   

2016 41 85%   

 2017 36    

Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander 2007 7 71% 43% 43% 

2008 11 91% 55% 55% 

2009 6 100% 50% 67% 

2010 5 60% 40% 60% 

2011 4 75% 50% 75% 

2012 5 80% 60%  

2013 11 91% 73%  

2014 12 83%   

2015 5 80%   

2016 12 92%   

 2017 18    

Two or More Races 2007 52 94% 65% 85% 

2008 66 96% 77% 89% 

2009 92 94% 67% 74% 

2010 101 83% 62% 73% 

2011 77 82% 65% 77% 

2012 88 86% 71%  

2013 86 93% 69%  

2014 88 90%   

2015 91 81%   

2016 106 79%   

2017 125    

Source: CIPE (December 12, 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 2. Six-Year Graduation Rates by Ethnicity for Four-Year, Non-Profit Private 

Schools (2016) 

 

 
Total 

(N=1,292) 

Asian 

American 

(N=875) 

African 

American 

(N=1,054) 

Latino 

(N=1,067) 

White 

(N=1,206) 

Average 54% 60% 43% 50% 57% 

University of 

San Francisco 
72% 80% 59% 69% 73% 

Note: IPEDS classifies 1,707 institutions as Four-Year, Private Non-Profit.  

 

Source: IPEDS Graduation Rates 2016 (fall 2010 Cohort) 
 

 
Note. The marked lines indicate the values for USF (80%) and the average Asian American rate 

(60%). USF is ranked 267th and is tied with 19 other institutions. 

 

Source: IPEDS Graduation Rates 2016 (fall 2010 Cohort) 
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Figure 1: Asian American 6-year Graduation Rate (N = 875) 



 
Note: The marked lines indicate the values for USF (59%) and the average African American 

rate (43%). USF is ranked 266th and is tied with nine other institutions.   

 

Source: IPEDS Graduation Rates 2016 (fall 2010 Cohort) 
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Figure 2: African American 6-year Graduation Rate (N = 1,054) 



 
Note: The marked lines indicate the values for USF (69%) and the average Latino/a rate (50%). 

USF is ranked 261th and is tied with 12 other institutions.   

 

Source: IPEDS Graduation Rates 2016 (fall 2010 Cohort) 
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Figure 3: Latino Six-Year Graduation Rate (N = 1,067) 



 
Note: The marked lines indicate the values for USF (73%) and the average White rate (57%). 

USF is ranked 273th and is tied with 20 other institutions.   

 

Source: IPEDS Graduation Rates 2016 (fall 2010 Cohort) 
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Figure 4: White Six-Year Graduation Rate (N = 1,206) 



 
Note. The marked lines indicate the values for USF (72%) and the average total rate (54%).  

USF is ranked 259th and is tied with 16 other institutions.   

 

Source: IPEDS Graduation Rates 2016 (fall 2010 Cohort) 
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Figure 5: Total Six-Year Graduation Rate (N = 1,292) 



Table 3. Average First-Year Retention and Six-Year Graduation Rates for Doctorate 

Institutions with Moderate Research Activity (Fall 2007-Fall 2015) 

 

Institution Retention** Graduation*** 

Villanova University 95% 90% 

Pepperdine University 92% 87% 

University of San Diego 89% 78% 

University of St. Thomas-Saint Paul 88% 76% 

Clark University 88% 75% 

Maryville University of Saint Louis 87% 75% 

SUNY College of Environmental Science and 

Forestry 
84% 74% 

Saint John Fisher College 86% 73% 

DePaul University 85% 73% 

Clarkson University 90% 72% 

University of San Francisco  86% 72% 

Biola University 85% 72% 

Rowan University 87% 71% 

Seattle Pacific University 85% 71% 

Azusa Pacific University 85% 70% 

Robert Morris University 48% 70% 

Union University 89% 68% 

Rochester Institute of Technology 87% 68% 

University of the Pacific 85% 68% 

Adelphi University 83% 68% 

Immaculata University 81% 68% 

American International College 68% 68% 

University of Management and Technology* 100% 67% 

Arizona State University-Downtown Phoenix* 84% 67% 

University of La Verne 87% 66% 

Mercer University 84% 66% 

Montclair State University 83% 65% 

Seton Hall University 85% 64% 

Hofstra University 80% 64% 

Andrews University 81% 63% 

Edgewood College* 78% 63% 

California State University-Fullerton 89% 62% 

Ashland University 77% 62% 

(Table Continues) 
 



(Table Continued) 

Institution Retention** Graduation*** 

University of Hartford 75% 60% 

Suffolk University 75% 59% 

Dallas Baptist University 73% 59% 

Lipscomb University 81% 58% 

St John's University-New York 81% 58% 

Pace University-New York 77% 58% 

Shenandoah University 78% 57% 

Widener University-Main Campus 78% 57% 

California State University-Fresno 82% 56% 

Lesley University 78% 55% 

Liberty University 80% 54% 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania-Main Campus 75% 54% 

San Francisco State University 82% 53% 

Louisiana Tech University 80% 53% 

Capella University 71% 52% 

Georgia Southern University 81% 51% 

Sam Houston State University 78% 51% 

Tennessee Technological University 76% 51% 

Benedictine University 70% 51% 

The University of West Florida 72% 49% 

Lindenwood University 69% 49% 

Trevecca Nazarene University 78% 48% 

Oakland University 77% 47% 

Regent University 78% 46% 

Cardinal Stritch University* 73% 46% 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 77% 45% 

Gardner-Webb University 73% 45% 

Middle Tennessee State University 72% 43% 

University of Louisiana at Monroe 72% 43% 

University of the Cumberlands 62% 43% 

Kennesaw State University 78% 42% 

The University of Texas - Rio Grande Valley n/a 41% 

Eastern Michigan University 74% 41% 

University of West Georgia 73% 41% 

(Table Continues) 
 

 

 



(Table Continued) 

Institution Retention** Graduation*** 

Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico-

Ponce* 
77% 40% 

Spalding University 75% 40% 

Trinity International University-Illinois 70% 40% 

East Tennessee State University 69% 40% 

Texas Woman's University 71% 38% 

Indiana State University 64% 38% 

Texas A & M University-Corpus Christi 57% 37% 

Inter American University of Puerto Rico-Metro* 71% 36% 

Valdosta State University 70% 36% 

University of Maryland Eastern Shore 67% 36% 

Wright State University-Main Campus 65% 36% 

National Louis University 72% 34% 

Morgan State University 75% 33% 

Lamar University 59% 33% 

Wilmington University* 58% 33% 

Argosy University-Orange County* 33% 33% 

Trident University International* 17% 33% 

Boise State University 75% 31% 

Prairie View A & M University 67% 31% 

Barry University 63% 31% 

Grand Canyon University 63% 31% 

University of Arkansas at Little Rock* 68% 30% 

Idaho State University* 68% 29% 

Texas A & M University-Kingsville 67% 29% 

Argosy University-Denver* 20% 29% 

Tennessee State University 47% 27% 

Universidad Del Turabo* 76% 26% 

Arizona State University-Skysong* 68% 20% 

Texas Southern University 51% 17% 

University of Phoenix-Arizona* 31% 16% 

Walden University* 19% 11% 

Union Institute & University* 50% 7% 

Argosy University-Chicago* 33% 5% 

Argosy University-Phoenix Online Division* 30% 5% 

(Table Continues) 
 

 



(Table Continues) 

Institution Retention** Graduation*** 

Air Force Institute of Technology-Graduate School 

of Engineering & Management* 
n/a n/a 

Aspen University* n/a n/a 

California Institute of Integral Studies* n/a n/a 

Fielding Graduate University* n/a n/a 

Mayo Graduate School* n/a n/a 

Northcentral University* n/a n/a 

Argosy University-Sarasota* 100% n/a 

Alliant International University-San Diego* 36% n/a 

Argosy University-Atlanta* 21% n/a 

Argosy University-Inland Empire* 20% n/a 

Argosy University-Tampa* 17% n/a 

Source: U.S. News & World Report Best Colleges (2018) 

 *Data from IPEDS 

 **First-year, first-time fall 2007 to fall 2015 cohorts 

 ***For class that entered in 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Table 4. Average First-Year Retention and Six-Year Graduation Rates for Jesuit 

Institutions (Fall 2007-Fall 2015) 

 

Institution Retention* Graduation** 

Georgetown University 96% 94% 

Boston College 95% 93% 

College of the Holy Cross  95% 92% 

Santa Clara University 96% 89% 

Gonzaga University 93% 84% 

Loyola Marymount University 90% 83% 

Fairfield University 89% 82% 

Marquette University 90% 81% 

Loyola University Maryland 88% 81% 

Fordham University 91% 80% 

Saint Joseph's University 90% 80% 

Creighton University  90% 79% 

University of Scranton  89% 79% 

Saint Louis University 89% 77% 

John Carroll University  86% 76% 

Seattle University 86% 75% 

Loyola University Chicago 85% 75% 

Rockhurst University 86% 72% 

University of San Francisco 86% 72% 

Xavier University 85% 72% 

Canisius College 83% 71% 

University of Detroit Mercy 82% 68% 

Regis University 80% 68% 

Le Moyne College 87% 67% 

Wheeling Jesuit University 71% 58% 

Loyola University New Orleans 79% 55% 

Saint Peter's University 80% 54% 

Spring Hill College 77% 53% 

Source: U.S. News & World Report Best Colleges (2018) 

 *First-year, first-time fall 2007 to fall 2015 cohorts 

 **For class that entered in 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 5. Top-Performing Institutions for Latino Students 

 

  Graduation Rate 

Institution  Type 

% Latino 

(2015 

Cohort) Latino  White  Gap 

Whittier College Private 

Nonprofit 

34% 71.2% 65.6% -5.5 

University of San 

Francisco 

Private 

Nonprofit 

20% 72.2% 67.7% -4.4 

Loyola Marymount 

University 

Private 

Nonprofit 

20% 80.2% 77.1% -3.1 

University of South 

Florida 

Public 17% 66.2% 65.6% -0.6 

Sam Houston State 

University 

Public 18% 52.9% 52.4% -0.5 

University of Florida Public 17% 87.3% 88.2% 0.8 

Salem State University Public 10% 46.7% 48.2% 1.5 

University of California-

Riverside 

Public 32% 66.4% 69.1% 2.7 

SUNY at Albany Public 11% 63.9% 66.6% 2.7 

University of California-

Irvine 

Public 14% 81.1% 84.1% 3.0 

   Source: The Education Trust (2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 6. Six-Year Graduation Rates for Community College Transfer Students to USF 

Compared to all USF Students (Beginning Cohorts 2007-2010) 

 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 

6-Year Graduation Rate for transfer students 80% 78% 83% 80% 

6-Year Graduation Rate for all students 69% 71% 72% 72% 

Note. The top five community colleges that feed into USF are City College of San Francisco, 

Diablo Valley College, De Anza College, Foothill College, and Skyline College.   

 

Source: Consortium for Student Retention Data Exchange (CSRDE) 2016-17 and CIPE 

 


