ANNUAL ASSESSMENT REPORT AY 2024-25

Environmental Studies Program

Name of Programs

Undergraduate only: Environmental Studies Major, Environmental Studies Minor

Faculty Coordinating Assessment

Marilyn Delaure (lead contact) medelaure@usfca.edu; David Silver dmsilver@usfca.edu;

Melinda Stone stone@usfca.edu

Mission Statement (no changes)

Although the Environmental Studies Program has not formally adopted a mission statement,

we operate the major and minor in accordance with the following statement:

The Environmental Studies Program is interdisciplinary in nature, reflects the current
state of the field, recognizes the relationship between human behavior and nature in
ecological issues, and responds to the Jesuit call to promote environmental justice and

ethical stewardship of the natural world.

PLOs (no changes)

PLOs for the Major:

1.

Demonstrate an understanding of the roles of humans and institutions in creating and
responding to environmental issues

Integrate perspectives of multiple disciplines to understand the complexities of human-
environment interactions

Apply scientific principles to environmental problems

Critically analyze socio-culturally appropriate strategies to address environmental
problems

Connect environmental problems to issues of social justice through study and

community engagement

PLOs for the Minor:

1.

Demonstrate an understanding of the roles of humans and institutions in creating and
responding to environmental issues
Apply scientific principles to environmental problems

Connect environmental problems to issues of social justice
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Curriculum Map (no changes, other than reformatting)
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Assessment Schedule
® 2021-22 - APR
® 2021-22 - PLO 3: "Apply scientific principles to environmental problems”

® 2022-23 - PLO 1: "Demonstrate an understanding of the roles of humans and institutions
in creating and responding to environmental issues”

® 2023-24 - PLO 5: “Connect environmental problems to issues of social justice

through study and community engagement”

® 2024-25 - Pause & Recalibrate Plans

® 2025-26 - Reassess PLO 5: “Connect environmental problems to issues of social justice
through study and community engagement”

® 2026-27 - PLO 4: “Critically analyze socio-culturally appropriate strategies to address
environmental problems”

® 2027-28 — PLO 2: "Integrate perspectives of multiple disciplines to understand the

complexities of human-environment interactions”

Description of Assessment Approach This Year

ENVA has elected to take a “pause & reassess” year this cycle for a number of reasons. First,
we've had rapid leadership change, with three program directors in the last year (Adrienne
Johnson F24, Steve Zavestoski S25, Marilyn DelLaure F25). Second, two of our key faculty
(Johnson and Zavestoski) are on leave in F25. Third, we find ourselves at an interesting
juncture, as we navigate college-wide enrollment challenges, contemplate revision of our
course offerings in light of the recently approved new Core Curriculum, and learn about our

role in the rapidly launched Horizon Collective Program.

Taking seriously the charge that Program Assessment should help improve our teaching and
curriculum, and thus student learning, we have decided not to directly assess any PLOs this
year. Instead, we've carefully reviewed the past three assessment reports, and core faculty
(Marilyn Delaure, David Silver, Melinda Stone) met on December 4 and 5 to discuss a range of

issues, set goals, and formulate a new plan for the coming years.

Looking Back & Closing the Loop

Here we briefly discuss items from previous assessment reports that we are currently
addressing.
1. 2021-22 Report: Called for deeper collaboration with ENVS program, including
potentially designing one or more ENVA/ENVS team-taught classes. In Fall 2025, we
have deepened conversations with ENVS, especially around Horizon Collective and the

new Core. In the coming semesters, we aspire to pursue further collaboration and



explore developing one or more co-taught courses, including perhaps an integrative
ENVA109/ENVS110.

2. 2021-22 Report: Suggested improving orientation, advising, and communicating with
ENVA students about ENVA electives and model pathways through the major. We
have implemented these goals with regards to Orientation to the Major and Group
Advising, and we are currently drafting a set of “model pathways” through the major
that show clusters of courses that students can take tailored to their interests and career
goals.

3. 2023-24 Report: Discussed making a change in the ENVA 355 Research Methods
course to include not only proposing a study, but actually executing the study. In Fall
2025, we implemented this change: students in F25 Methods both designed and

executed their research studies.

Revised Plan for PLO Assessment

Last year, we assessed PLO 5, “Connect environmental problems to issues of social justice
through study and community engagement.” We pulled student work from ENVA 355
Methods course, and while that evaluation yielded important insights, we have also realized
two things upon careful review: 1. On our curriculum map, we do not actually tie ENVA 355 to
PLO 5; and 2. Last year's assessment only evaluated the “through study” part of the PLO, and

not so much the “through community engagement” part.

For these reasons, and especially because community engagement is a central part of the
ENVA major (and minor), we propose that next year, we re-assess PLO 5 in a more complete
and robust manner. This plan will include the following:
A. Assessing final projects from S26 ENVA 450 Capstone class (required of all majors)
B. Assessing student work from one or more of the following courses (specifically focusing
on ENVA minors, who do not take Capstone): ENVA 109, Environment & Society; ENVA
245, Community Garden Outreach; ENVA 285, Nature Immersion; and/or ENVA 310,

The Commons.

Changes to Capstone

In our early December meetings, we also discussed our Capstone course, which has been
taught by several faculty over the years. In this course, our majors reflect on their journeys
through our program, engage in professional development activities (LinkedIn, Career Services,
etc), and design and execute a substantial project or paper tied to their interests and skills.
These projects vary, and include research studies, critical analysis papers, community

engagements, artistic creations, and more. We see this variety as a strength of the class;



however, we also determined that students would benefit from a more defined structure of
project development stages throughout the semester. (We are also creating program
guidelines for the few students who are unable to take Capstone—often due to study abroad,
and/or graduating in December. We have historically allowed substitution of another course
for Capstone, but have lacked consistent guidelines for project requirements in addition to the
substituted course.) Furthermore, the CLOs for Capstone have historically been identical to
the PLOs for the major; starting in S26, we will change this practice, crafting course-specific
LOs that engage PLOs 1, 4, and 5. Finally, we intend to return to our past practice of making a

public event out of the Capstone Final Presentations.

Discussion of Feedback on Previous Year's Report

We do not recall receiving substantive feedback on our last report, though it's possible that it

may have gotten misplaced in the shuffle of changing ENVA directors.



