
 

 

Politics Department 2025-2026 AY Assessment Report 

 

 

The past two years, the Politics department has focused upon evaluating two associated 
minors that are nestled within our departmental curriculum and administrative unit. 

 

 

Last year, AY 24-25, we employed our Student Leadership Team to evaluate the legal 
studies curriculum by interviewing students and associated faculty. I have also attached 
that report to our yearly assessment findings. 

 

After discussion in department meetings about these findings, the department decided to 
enact two new aspects of the legal studies minor: 

 

1. We have engaged Nicholas Bornson to oJer a special section of the LSAT Prep class 
that is directed towards Seniors who are in the process of applying to law school 
during the Fall semesters.  This section provides additional application support, 
LSAT test course strategies, as well as outlines diJerent admissions strategies.  We 
are now suggesting that all students take the LSAT prep course oJered by the 
department two times before they graduate in order to maximize scholarship and 
admissions opportunities. 

2. We are developing a course that is exclusively focused on legal argumentation and 
legal writing to be oJered for students in their Sophomore year.  Students and 
faculty agreed that our legal studies minors needed more basic skills, and s smaller 
class that will help them develop the skills of legal reasoning will only accelerate 
their long term advantages. 

3. As these two program innovations are being put into place, we will be unable to 
monitor their success immediately, but in AY 28-29, the department will review 
student LSAT scores, admissions, as well as performance in legal studies classes 
after taking the new legal reasoning class to determine eJectiveness. 



In Fall 2025, the department evaluated and changed the learning outcomes for the Public 
Policy Minor, which is now in its third year of existence.  We are gaining more clarity about 
what kinds of skills we want public policy minors to have, and thereby over the course of 
three diJerent meetings were able to articulate new learning outcomes for the 300 and 400 
level courses of the public policy minor.  All of the courses that meet these outcomes are 
currently housed in the Politics major curriculum.  However, with the growth of the USFPL, 
we anticipate that linked classes form other departments will also serve public policy 
minors to fulfill these learning objectives.  

 

Policy Courses Learning Outcomes: 

 

 

Learning Outcomes for a 300-level policy course in any department that will be listed in the 
public policy minor. The syllabus must clearly indicate how these will be assessed. 

 

1. Students will analyze one policy problem and identify diJerent policy lenses that 
could be applied to it. 

2. Students will identify appropriate methodology and data for pursuing a specific 
policy lens. 

3. Students will look at three diJerent phases of an existing policy.  This will include 
mapping who was involved in the policy’s creation; examining how the policy was 
implemented, and how it is administered and evaluated.  

4. Students will critically evaluate the outcomes of a policy.  

 

LO’s for 400-level policy courses: 

 

1. Students will analyze one policy problem and identify diJerent policy lenses that could 
be applied to it. 

2. Students will identify appropriate methodology and data for pursuing a specific policy 
lens. 

3. Students will look at three diJerent phases of an existing policy.  This will include 
mapping who was involved in the policy’s creation; examining how the policy was 
implemented, and how it is administered and evaluated.  



4. Students will critically evaluate the outcomes of a policy.  
5. Students will identify and argue for a specific intervention in an existing policy.  
6. Students will communicate summary information and analyses in written, tabular, 

and/or graphical form. 
7. Students will make a verbal presentation at least ten minutes of research 

findings.  
 

 

The 400-level course also serves to fulfill the research requirement for Politics majors, so 
this exercise also helped us to revise our 400-level research requirements for the Major. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


