
	 	

 

 

 

 

STEP  #2: Review  your  bar  exam score  sheet  and  answers  to  understand  your  weaknesses 
and strengths. This will help you develop a study plan for the upcoming bar prep season.   

What is Scaling?  

The  California  Bar utilizes  a  grading procedure  designed to ensure  the  difficulty of passing the 
exam  remains  unchanged from  one  administration of the  exam  to another. The  statistical  technique, 
called scaling, converts  scores  on the  written portion (essays and PT) to the  same  scale  of 
measurement  as  the  MBE. Converting the  total  written raw  scores  to the  same  scale  of 
measurement  as  the  MBE  adjusts  for possible  differences  in average  question difficulty and grader 
performance  across  different  administrations  of the  examinations.  MBE  raw  scores  are  also 
converted to scaled  scores  to adjust  the  results  for possible  differences  in average  question 
difficulty across  different  administrations  of the  exam.   A given MBE  scaled  score  indicates  the 
same level of proficiency regardless of the administration of the  exam on which it was earned.   
 
MBE  scaled scores  are  reported on a  scale  ranging from  0 to 2000 points. On the  written section 
of the  examination, applicants  are  graded initially on a  basis  of 700 possible  raw  points:  100 points 
for each of the  five  essays  and 200 points  for the  PT. The  scores  obtained on the  written section of 
the examination are then translated to the 2000-point MBE scale.  

Components of the Score sheet   

Typically, a bar exam score sheet will include the following information.   
 

(1)  A  breakdown  of your  scores  for  each  area of the  bar  examination:  the  five  essays, one  
PT, and MBE questions.  
 

(2)  A  raw  written  score. The  raw  score  adds  the  scores  from  the  five  essays  and one  PT. An 
example  is  below.  Remember, your PT  score  is  doubled  because  it  is  worth a  max of 200 
raw points whereas essays are worth a max of 100 raw points.  
 
Essay 1  60  
Essay 2  55  
Essay 3  65  
Essay 4  55  
Essay 5  55  
PT 1  65 (x2)  

 
  Raw Written Score: 420 (out of 700)    
 

(3)  A  scaled  written  score. The  scaled score  takes  your raw  written score  and converts  it  to 
the  2000-point  scale. See  “what  is  scaling above.”  You need a  scaled score  of 1440 to pass 
the written portion of the exam.   
 

(4)  A  scaled  MBE score. The  bar no longer releases  raw  scores  for the  MBE.  This  means  you 
will  not  know  how  many MBE  questions  you answered correctly out  of the  190 scored 
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questions.  Instead, the  bar provides  you with a  score  that  has  already been  converted to 
the  2000-point  scale. You need a  scaled score  of 1440 to pass  the  MBE  portion of the  exam.   

 
(5)  MBE percentages. Although the  bar does  not  provide  a  raw  MBE  score, the  bar does 

provide  national  percentile  rank information for your performance  on each of the  seven 
MBE  content  areas.  The  percentage  reflects  the  number of examinees  who scored below 
your score  during that  administration of the  bar exam  and is  based on national  data. The 
bar also shares  your local  percentile  rank, which compares  your MBE  score  to all  California 
examinees taking the same administration of the bar exam.  

 
(6)  A  total  scaled  score.  To pass  the  California  Bar Exam, you need a  total  scaled  score  of 

1440.  An applicant’s  total  scaled score  is  the  scaled  MBE  score  multiplied by .50 plus  the 
converted  scaled  score  on the  written section multiplied by .50. Scaling ensures  the  two 
portions  of the  examination carry the  relative  weights  assigned to them:  written (50%) and 
MBE (50%).  

  
If your total  scaled score  was  between 1390  and 1439, you will  receive  a  reread  of all  your 
essays  and PT  by a  different  set  of graders. If the  total  scaled score  after two readings  is 
1440 or higher, then you pass  the  examination. If there  are  no grading discrepancies  of 
more  than 10 raw  points  between first- and second-read grades  on any question, then the 
total  scaled scores  from  the  first- and second-read are  averaged. If there  are  grading 
discrepancies  of more  than 10 raw  points  between  the  first- and second-read grades  on any 
answer, then those  answers  are  referred to the  supervising member of the  grading team  to 
resolve  the  discrepancy. The  supervising member will  assign a  resolution grade  to the 
answer and the resolution grade will replace the averaged grade for that question.  

How can I use this information to develop a strategy?   

MBEs  

In 2013, the  California  Bar  opted to release  percentile  ranking and stopped releasing raw  MBE  
scores.  To develop a  good study strategy, you should estimate  the  number of MBE  questions 
you answered correctly by converting  your scaled MBE  score  to a  raw  MBE  score. A  
conversion table  created by the  California  Bar in Feb 2011 is  provided on the  next  page  to help 
you approximate your raw MBE score.   
 
Please  remember  that  the  scaled to raw scores  vary  every  year, but  the  conversion chart  below 
should give  you a  general  idea  of your performance.  It  is  usually safe  to assume  that  you needed 
a raw  MBE  score  of 126-130  correct  to pass  the  MBE  portion of the  bar exam.  Examples  of 
converted scores from the Feb 2011 and July 2013 are below.     
 

Feb 2011 = 129 raw score = 1447 scaled score  
July 2013 = 126 raw score = 1440 scaled score  
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Because  California  reports  MBE  scaled scores  on a  2000-point  scale, multiply the  MBE  scaled 
score in the MBE Conversion Table by 10.   

Essays  

Closely review  the  scores  and self-assess  your answers.  If you  scored a  45-50 on an essay, you 
may have  written  on the  wrong subject/issues  or you struggled to understand the  law  and  explain 
how  the  facts  apply to legal  doctrine.  If  you scored a  55, the  score  suggests  you struggled to 
understand the  law  or you might  have  missed  major issues  and lacked analysis.  If you received 
a  60, then you likely understood the  law  and prompt, but  missed a  major issue  or lacked analysis.  
A  65 and above  suggests  you understood the  law, identified major issues, and presented 
competent analysis.  
 
When you receive  your packet  of answers  in the  mail, for each essay, review  your answer and 
compare  it  to the  sample  answers  posted on the  California  Bar Website.  The  sample  answers  
should be released sometime in November. The link is below.1   

 
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Examinations/California-Bar-Examination/Past-Exams   
 
Identify your weaknesses  for each essay.  You want  to determine  if there  was  a  common skill-
deficiency throughout  all  five  essays  and if there  was  a  lack of understanding for specific  

1  If you  have  not  received  your packet  of essay  and  PT  answers  or  the sample answers  are not  released  on the  California 
Bar, you  can  still meet with  Professor  Chong  starting  November  27,  2017 to brainstorm  a  strategy for  the  upcoming 
bar  prep season.   
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substantive  areas. An example  self-assessment  is  provided below. If you hire  a  private  tutor, 
you should share this self-assessment to help the tutor properly tailor your study schedule.   

Score Self-Assessment 
Essay 1 60 Evidence; missed a major issue, but understood the law. 
Essay 2 75 Crim Law; understood the question because law related to my 2L

externship – was very familiar with the concepts; good issue
spotting and analysis; did a similar question during the bar prep 
season; recognize the organization. 

Essay 3 50 Con Law; Ran out of time because spent too much time on Essay 
#2; didn’t understand substantive due process so organization was
off and missed major issues. 

Essay 4 55 Prof. Responsibility; missed a major issue and lacked analysis for 
duty of care and duty of competence section; volunteered too 
much relevant information. 

Essay 5 55 CA Civ Pro; did not understand the law; ran out of time because
spent too much time on Essay #4. 

Overall Conclusion: Need to improve my substantive understanding of Con Law 
and CA Civ Pro. Need to work on timing. Need to work on issue-spotting and 

analysis (use of facts + explain why), especially for Prof. Responsibility. 

Performance Tests  

When you receive  your packet  of answers  in the  mail, for the  PT, review  your answer and 
compare  it  to the  sample  answers  posted on the  California  Bar Website.  The  sample  answers  
should be released sometime in November. The link is below.  
 
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Examinations/California-Bar-Examination/Past-Exams   
 
If  you scored a  50 or below  on your PT, then you might  have  struggled  with the  process, such 
as  timing, efficiently  reading the  fact  file  and  library, following the  task memo, determining 
what  information to extract, etc. If you scored a  55-60, then there  might  be  some  process  related 
issues, but  you more  likely struggled with the  organization of the  PT, analysis  (using the  fact 
file, explaining why those  facts  are  important, and making case  analogies), and issue-spotting. 
A 65 and above suggests you understood the task, organization, and the law.  
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