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VISION ,  MISSION ,  & VALUES 
OF THE UNIVER SIT Y OF 
SAN FR ANCISCO 

vision 
The University of San Francisco will be internationally recognized as a premier Jesuit Catholic, 
urban University with a global perspective that educates leaders who will fashion a more humane 
and just world. 

mission 
The core mission of the University is to promote learning in the Jesuit Catholic tradition. The 
University offers undergraduate, graduate and professional students the knowledge and skills needed 
to succeed as persons and professionals, and the values and sensitivity necessary to be men and 
women for others. The University will distinguish itself as a diverse, socially responsible learning 
community of high quality scholarship and academic rigor sustained by a faith that does justice. 
The University will draw from the cultural, intellectual and economic resources of the San Francisco 
Bay Area and its location on the Pacific Rim to enrich and strengthen its educational programs. 

values 
The University’s core values include a belief in and a commitment to advancing:  

1. The Jesuit Catholic Tradition that views faith and reason as complementary resources in the 
search for truth and authentic human development, and that welcomes persons of all faiths or 
no religious beliefs as fully contributing partners to the University;  

2.  The Freedom and the Responsibility to pursue truth and follow evidence to its conclusion; 
3 .  Learning as a humanizing, social activity rather than a competitive exercise;  
4 .  A Common Good that transcends the interests of particular individuals or groups; and 

reasoned discourse rather than coercion as the norm for decision making;  
5 .  Diversity of Perspectives, experiences and traditions as essential components of a quality educa-

tion in our global context; 
6 .  Excellence as the standard for teaching, scholarship, creative expression and service to the 

University community;  
7. Social Responsibility in fulfilling the University’s mission to create, communicate and apply 

knowledge to a world shared by all people and held in trust for future generations; 
8 .  The Moral Dimension of every significant human choice: taking seriously how and who we 

choose to be in the world;  
9. The Full, Integral Development of each person and all persons, with the belief that no individual 

or group may rightfully prosper at the expense of others;  
1 0.  A Culture of Service that respects and promotes the dignity of every person. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees 
September 11, 2001 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

MAY 18 ,  2019,  9:00 AM
St. Ignatius Church, University of San Francisco Campus

161st  Annual  Commencement  

UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Today,  the Universi t y  welcomes you — the graduates and candidates 

of  the c lass  of  2020 — into the rank s of  the proud a lumni  of  the 

Universi t y  of  San Francisco.  

We a lso welcome your  famil ies  and f r iends to  the ce lebrat ion ,  mindful  

and appreciat ive  of  the ir  contr ibution to  your  achievement ,  through 

their  suppor t ,  sacr i f ice ,  and encouragement .  

The University of San Francisco has made every at tempt to include in this program al l  persons deserving of 

recognition . I f  there have been any errors or omissions , please accept our s incerest apologies . 
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Univers ity  Administration 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J., D.èsL., S.T.D. 
President 

Tyrone H. Cannon, M.L.S., Ed.D. 
Interim Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs 

Opinder Bawa, M.B.A. 
Vice President, Information Technology Services, 
and Chief Information Officer 

Charlie Cross, M.B.A. 
Vice President, Business and Finance 

Donna Davis, Esq. 
General Counsel 

Donald E. Heller, Ed.D. 
Vice President, Operations 

Julie Orio, M.Ed. 
Vice President, Student Life 

Ellen Ryder, M.A. 
Vice President, Marketing Communications 

Peter Wilch, B.A. 
Vice President, Development 

Shirley McGuire, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice Provost, Academic Affairs 

Michael Beseda, M.A. 
Vice Provost, Strategic Enrollment Management 

Jeff Hamrick, Ph.D. 
Vice Provost, Institutional Planning, Budget, 
and Analytics 

Pamela Balls Organista, Ph.D. 
Interim Vice Provost and Special Assistant to the Provost 

Mary Wardell-Ghirarduzzi, Ed.D. 
Vice Provost, Diversity Engagement and 
Community Outreach 

Margaret W. Baker, Ph.D., RN, FAAN, FGSA 
Dean, School of Nursing and Health Professions 

Marcelo F. Camperi, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Shawn P. Calhoun, Ed.D., M.L.I.S. 
Interim Dean, University Library 

Susan Freiwald, Esq. 
Dean, School of Law 

Shabnam Koirala Azad, Ph.D. 
Dean, School of Education 

Charles T. Moses, D.M. 
Interim Dean, School of Management 

Dominic L. Daher, M.Acc., JD, LLM in Taxation 
Associate Vice President, Tax Compliance, Internal Audit, 
and Payroll Services 

David Kirmse, M.B.A. 
Associate Vice President and Director, Educational 
Technologies Services, Information Technology Services 

Stacy Lewis, M.Acc., C.P.A. 
Associate Vice President, Finance and Treasury 

Michael E. London, Esq. 
Associate Vice President, Facilities Management 

Anneliese Mauch, M.I.A. 
Associate Vice President, Marketing 

Srini Navaneethan, P.M.P. 
Associate Vice President and Director, Technology Services, 
Information Technology Services 

Neva T. Nguyen, C.P.A. 
Associate Vice President, Accounting and Business Services 

Martha Peugh-Wade, M.B.A. 
Associate Vice President, Compliance and Compensation 

Julie Dowd, D.Min. 
Director, University Ministry 

Timothy S. Godfrey, S.J., DNP, RN, PHCNS-BC 
Rector of the USF Jesuit Community 

Erin Brigham, Ph.D. 
Chair, University Council for Jesuit Mission 
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2020 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates  

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Architec ture and 
Community  Design 
Ryan Christopher Barash  
Patrick Austin Colina*  
Bryan Patrick Cruz*  
Tanatip Daloonpet 
Filiberto Diaz  
Maia Asher Drogin-Carter* 
Dillon T. Flannery*** 
Ethan Vallin Gomez  
Rayna Harumi Higa***  
Vianey Jimenez Mendez*** 
Kahli Noelle Merriman* 
Anthony Navarro  
Albert Daniel Tanglao Nessia* 
Devanshi Patel  
Andrea Soffa Robles*  
Fernando Vallejo 
Denzel E. Villanueva  
Elizabeth Marie Watt* 

Ar t  Histor y/Ar ts  Management  
Delaney Anne Gibbons* 
Grace Elizabeth Hale  
Grace Horn Hanford* 
Lena Isabelle Heller*** 
Claire Margaret Robinson*** 
Jordan Francisco Sandoval* 

Crit ical  Diversity  Studies 
Morris Isaac Colner 
Bettina Therese Evalle Francisco  
Sage Elle Hapke** 
Miguelángel Luna** 
Kierra Lashelle Miles 
Sade Rose Funmilayo Odukogbe*** 
Lily  Jacqueline Perales  
Maïa Céline Peterson** 
Megan Woods* 

Design 
Katherine Isabelle Alton* 
Lily Applegate*  
Maegen Ashley Artuso 
Jennifer Dawn Brooks* 
Jamie Rose Brown** 
Juliet Marie Buck  
Sheila Marie Burke***  
Carson Lee Burns***  
Yesenia Alejandra Canales 
Brenna Leigh Carrick  
Aerin  Min Cassano  
Melissa Elaine Chang*  
Ellise C. Chiu  
Ellie Y. Chung*  
Vanaka Din 
Rose Dearborn Gluck***  
Sarah Jane Hamilton***  
Jacob Edward Hanicak** 
Hanna Noel Kahn** 
Charles Thomas Joseph LaBonge 
Sarah K. Lee  
Qiaodan Lou* 
Rongjie Ma  
Kellie Claire Manchester**  
Lauren Angela Marone 
Mackenzie Nicole Miller**  
Elizabeth Conroy Moore* 
Makaela Brynn Nagy  
Julia Marie Nolfo 
Evanne Grace O’Sullivan  
Sophia Victoria Patino 
Stefanie N. Pillert  
Elizabeth Riley Pratt 
Amanda Jane Sondy  
Maxine Louise Taylor* 
Ken Lawrence Wilson 
Ji Eun Yang  
Sixun  Yang  
Alexander Winslow Ziemba 
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2020 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates  

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Economics 
Axumawit Mekonnen Araya 
Chaojie Chen  
Yinru Chen 
Kaiqi Jiang  
Shangyi Jin 
Benjapol Lertsachanant  
Shixuan Li 
Emily Rose Nhan*** 
Hao Qiu 
Anne Kimbrough Williams  
Yikang Xing 
Tzu Hsien Yeh 

Fine Ar ts  
Erin Marie Abbatiello** 
Hana Danielle Diamond*** 
Collette Elena Golden***  
Alyssa Aimi Lytle  
Adriana Arlene Wong* 
Wen Xin* 

International  Studies  
Isabella Felice Albaisa 
June Finch Arnold  
Stephanie Marie Avelino  
Ali Gabrielle Billow*  
Amy Carbonell 
Satori Whittaker Chang  
Georgina A. Chavez Terrazas*  
Madeleine M. Chhina  
Skylar Isabel Clarke**  
Karen Crespo Triveno** 
Kelly Allyn Cruchett 
Mae Helen Cusack  
Elise Christina DeFazio* 
Maria Patricia Delgado***  

International  Studies  (continued) 
Victoria Jeannette Escobar Silva  
Lillian Grace Froio*** 
Ciara Noelle Frowick  
Astha Guragain*  
Isabelle Hawley  
Ashley Renee Jimenez***  
Emily Jane Kelly*  
Corey Michael Kowalczyke  
Mitchell Carson Lee*  
Jinhan Li*  
Kabir Bharat Mehta*  
Delaney Suzanne Miller*  
Angie-Karina Llamas Muñoz 
Catherine Carolyn Murphy 
Courtney Nam*  
Andrea Mercedes Nevarez 
Karla Nunez 
Alyssa Madelyn Ogletree  
Licette Alondra Renteria*  
Cassidy Ann Riley 
Amanda Lucille Rupp*  
Sebastian William Soltero*  
Alyssa Susana Urroz**  
Catherine Anne Van Horne**  
Caelan Henri Veytia  
Michael Megquier Washo*  
Helen Corinne Wheatley*  
Sarang Irene Yoon 
Leila Youssef  
Maria Elena Zamora Susano 

L atin  American Studies 
Anna Rose Bryant** 
Jacqueline Edaí Perez** 
Arlise Teuila Tuiasosopo* 
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2020 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates  

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Media Studies  
Isobel Clare Bailey* 
Vincent Balgemino 
Tho Khac Phuong Bui  
Jade Garcia Cabrera*  
Claudia Nicole Cortez 
August Wayne Darula  
Jevannie Imani Dixon*  
Christopher Joseph Francis 
Rebekah Morgan Hanzas  
Caitlyn Alyssa Kau’ionalani Harper***  
Miles Herman 
Ian M. Hill  
Nicholas Donte Hogan 
Elora Cristina Silva Diniz Janguiê 
Michael Joseph Keller  
Cristina Isabel Macz*  
Jason Mai 
Alexa Danielle Mancilla  
Mia R. Martins*** 
Mariel Grace McMindes**  
Chase Squires Midyett*  
Charlotte Ann Moir 
Haruka Ono  
Ricardo Prado 
Roz Lily Rabbani  
Wendy Reyes 
Carolina Alejandra Rivera  
Graysen Alexander Sanchez 
Martha Consuelo  Serrano  
Tyler Matthew Smith 
Sasha Tahergorabi  
Murphy Rea Thompson*  
Josine A. Torres 
Destiny Daisy Velazquez  
Nicholas Van Worthington  
Sydney Madison Yocum***  
Zigong Zeng 

Per forming Ar ts  
and Social  Justice 
Noreen Mary Curran 
Giovanna Magdalena Echivarre-Morelli 
Sadie Angeline Petraitis***  
Kyandieling Orlie Smith  
Elina Catharine Smith-Leitch***  
Tyler Lapelle Stuart-Ellis  
Lok Wun Tam*  
Gabriela Velez  
Candice Jade Yung*  
Valerie Angela Zarate Diaz 
Hayley Zuercher 
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2020 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates  

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Polit ics  
Brian Franco Alegre*** 
Ayesha Ali 
Genesis Alvarez  
Isaac Baron-Varela  
Simrun Bawa*  
Anna Rose Bryant**  
Adrienne Grace Caffarel  
Mackenzie John Callicrate***  
Madeline Dove Campbell**  
Scott Ryan Carlson*  
Evelyn Yesenia Castro-Chavez 
Marcelo Castro  
Sammi Chen*  
Natalia Joanna Clarke  
Noemy Ines Crisanto**  
Daniella Espinoza 
Maeve August Estrada** 
Lillian Grace Froio***  
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Funk***  
Krystal Merlot Giraldes 
Mary Grigorian  
Casey Morgan Gutierrez***  

Polit ics  (continued) 
Ariana Heydari***  
Sarah Retina Mills Hinton 
Alpha Kabine Kaba  
Anne Helen Kostrubanic  
Sofia Carolina Maguina*  
Matthew Spencer Abara Maulino 
Safina Motiwala**  
Alyssa Madelyn Ogletree 
Chelsea Marí Page  
Tara N. Pandya  
Jacqueline Edaí Perez**  
Ashley Nicole Rice  
Hannah Rose Ryan*  
Pondharshini Sadasivam 
Santiago Salas Oliva  
Angel Alfonso Sanchez***  
Maria Guadalupe Sevilla Rosales* 
Victor Gene Solyanik***  
Jazmine Diwa Tabili***  
Heidi Elizabeth Warde***  
Joseph Benjamin Young  
Lisa Yu*** 
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2020 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates  

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Psycholog y 
Isma Ahmed 
Kevin Andreasky***  
Camille Gomez Araujo 
Angela Mei Maristela Arguelles  
Mercedes Antonia Avila*  
Dana-Lis Bittner*** 
Eliza T. Bowker 
Sierra Jade Brenciaglia  
Alaia-Riche Berdiago Cahayag*  
Aileen Latonio Cai 
Alshwenbear L. Campos  
Hao Wei Chen  
Vanessa Caroline Clarke*  
Wilson Jude Cobb*  
Michael Ivan Coloma 
Janel Moira Dy Cuevas  
Paige Toomey D’Andrea 
Sofia Francesca De Andrade  
Adamo Antonio De Vito 
Selda Durak  
Maxfield Singh Elsner 
Edgar  G. Escobar Cruz  
Annabelle Rose Farina*  
Afreen Fathima  
Ariana Cristina Figueroa***  
Emily Ann Flachman 
Janessa Marie Villanueva Gacote  
Haley Geller*  
Tara Fox Giddings*  
Cassandra Yao Godinez*  
Isabella Rose Grace**  
Julio Vicente Guevara 
Madina Halim  
Eric K. Hanks*  
Sophia Louise Hedgecock**  
Malika Iman Hicks*  
Carley J. Hopton 
Dominic Irigoyen  
Khalil Jarane 
Jin Young Jeong  
Eve Johanna Jonas 

Psycholog y (continued) 
Arash Omid Jouzdani  
Riley Katsuo Kam***  
Helen Ting Ting Kao**  
Thilini Amanda Karunaratne 
Ariel Jenya Kasoff  
Jagjeet Kaur  
Sara Ann King 
Lana Bernasek Kinnear  
Lauren Kinsellagh 
Joshua A. Lacerna  
Eida Veronica Laines*  
Avery Cathryn Lamb*  
Kayla Desirée Lawhorn*  
Mirabilia Rabe Linga*  
Eliza Kai-Kwok Loke  
Isabelle Grace Lueken*  
Alexandria Marie Mahady 
Raquel Yasmin Maldonado  
Claire Ellen Martin 
Mariah Danielle Martinez  
Maelynne Grafilo Marzan 
Matthew Spencer Abara Maulino 
Mary Catherine Meloy 
Aisha Mohammad Zainal  
Elijah Gutierrez Morales  
ReHanna Nasir*  
Didi Nguyen**  
Phylicia Thien Phuoc Nguyen  
Emily Rose Nhan***  
Louise Kate Gatel Nielsen*  
Lauren Nnenna Nwajei**  
Kyla Isabelle Gonzales Obillos 
Eduardo Ojeda  
Maria Alysha Colubio Opaon 
Juan Pablo Mariano Palabrica  
Roshni Patel*** 
Daniela Aiden Prado 
Tharshana Prakash  
Hannah Elizabeth Pritchett***  
Jyoti Rio Reineke-Seldman  
Jessica Reyna 
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2020 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates  

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Psycholog y (continued) 
Douglas Rhee, Jr. 
Claudia Grace Robinson 
Christian Tyler Rydeen 
Isabela Sacco Camara 
Katherine Yachiyo Sagara*  
Chelsea Diane San Pablo 
Yolanda M. Santiago Pena***  
Caitlyn McKenzie Saunders 
Kiana Marie Seresinhe 
Lavander Krysta Sesody 
Shantia Hailey Shadjareh 
Shane Landis Shields*   
Mariam Sossouadouno 
Madeline Hannah Starkenburg**  
Elena Stuart 
Keenan Ejay Toussaint 
Samantha Lynn Trump 
Arlise Teuila Tuiasosopo*  
Adela Elizabeth Bonilla Lozano Valladares* 
Charlotte Marie Valli 
Yvette Vega 
Stephanie S. Ventura 
Claudia Amill Mañes*   
Hannah Elizabeth Weeks***  
Amanda Catherine Mar Weidman 
Elijah B. Westall 
Iman Fatima Yousuf 
Shuyu Zhang 

Sociolog y 
Valeria Ballesteros*  
Marinelle Jae Aureus Balleza*  
Dalia Cesia Barrientos***  
Jamal Elijah Bernardez 
Melissa Castaneda 
Kristen J. Chavarria 
Sierra Paige Desamito 
Ya’qub Basheir Warsame Elmi 
Jozlin Scarlott Franco 
Emily Kate Garcia*  
Sophia Erin McKenzie Hamilton*  
Carlin Nili Isaacson 
Madison Kang Jones 
Alyssa Michele Lemoine*  
Carlos Alemil Mancebo-Sebrell*  
Amanda Ann McGreal*  
Kenya Lachea Miller 
Tyler Broderick Murray 
Amanda Jacobson Nichols 
Audrey Elise Panson*  
Ashley Solis Perez 
Danielle Trang Pham 
Z’Aujanae Tai’onoa Ponton 
Danielle Chloe Ramirez*  
Meg Elizabeth Robinson*  
Ashley Isolde Runnicles***  
Samira Grace Salame**  
Esther Rose Silva*  
Sierra Michelle Small 
Anastasia Brandi Spicer**  
Nichole Allison Swan***  
Chantal Acaylar Trazo**  
Inez Felicia Vara**  
Dylan Masaki Yu Vodzak**  
Tamir Weinstein*  
Samantha Hope Wong*  
Megan Woods*  
Anne E. Yamamoto** 

CO M M E N C E M E N T 2 02 0  |  9 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Honors  and Candidacy 

UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT HONORS 

University  Honors 
* Cum Laude  ** Magna Cum Laude  *** Summa Cum Laude 

To be considered for University Honors, a student must have completed at least 60 credits of aca-
demic course work graded “A” through “F” at the University of San Francisco and have a minimum 
USF grade point average of: 

• 3.85 for Summa Cum Laude 
• 3.75 for Magna Cum Laude 
• 3.50 for Cum Laude 

Candidac y 
Candidacy for degrees and academic honors is based on a preliminary review of the academic records 
of students petitioning for graduation in the respective term. Degrees and honors are considered offi-
cial when all grades are received and all requirements for degree fulfillment and/or honors are met. 
Some students listed as candidates may already have been notified that they have met all require-
ments, but, because of printing deadlines, are listed here as candidates. 
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Student  Achievements  

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS 

Father  F lynn Award 
A gift, in the Memory of the Reverend Hubert 
Flynn, S.J., for the senior who has, throughout 
his or her undergraduate curriculum, maintained 
the highest average for scholarship, is awarded 
to: 

Dana-Lis Bittner 

Father  Maraschi  Award 
A gift, in memory of the Reverend Anthony 
Maraschi, S.J., to the senior, who, as a transfer 
student, has throughout the remainder of the 
undergraduate curriculum at the University of 
San Francisco, maintained the highest average 
for scholarship, is awarded to: 

Harrison Chase Keeling 

Archbishop Oscar  Romero Award 
Recognized for his ability to become a voice for 
the voiceless as the Archbishop of San Salvador, 
the Archbishop Oscar Romero Award is pre-
sented to an undergraduate or graduate student 
who strives to alleviate poverty and oppression, 
and is awarded to: 

Jazmine Diwa Tabili 

Father  John P.  Schlegel ,  S . J . ,  
Award 
Recognized for his work in creating an inclusive 
community, the Father John P. Schlegel Award is 
presented to an undergraduate student who has 
embraced the diversity and social justice objec-
tives of the University’s mission, and is awarded 
to: 

Darla Judith Mariduena 

Leo T.  McCar thy Publ ic  Ser vice 
Award 
This award is presented to the graduating senior 
who, during their career at USF, worked to pro-
mote social justice through public service to cre-
ate a more humane and just world. The award 
was established in honor of Leo T. McCarthy, 
recognized for his work for San Francisco and 
the State of California as a County Supervisor, 
Speaker of the Assembly, and as a three-term 
Lieutenant Governor who dedicated himself to 
those marginalized by the political process, (par-
ticularly the poor, the elderly, and farm workers) 
and is awarded to: 

Madeline Dove Campbell 
Catherine Carolyn Murphy  
Jazmine Diwa Tabili 
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Student  Achievements  

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS 

President ’s  Advisor y Commit tee 
on the Status of  Women (PACSW ) 
G ender  Justice  Award 
This award may be granted to USF students who 
have demonstrated ongoing and creative com-
mitment to the promotion of gender justice, and 
is awarded to: 

Emily Kate Garcia 

Prisci l la  A .  Scotlan Award 
Recognized for her unselfish dedication and ser-
vice to the University of San Francisco, the Pris-
cilla A. Scotlan Award is presented to an under-
graduate student who has been a role model for 
the University community, and is awarded to: 

Corey Michael Kowalczyke 

Senior  Leadership Award 
This award will be given to a maximum of 
three graduating seniors who have consistently 
worked and succeeded in enriching and impact-
ing student life and is committed to the values 
of Student Life throughout their career at USF, 
and is awarded to: 

Collette Elena Golden 
Mackenzie Nicole Miller  
Nicolas K. Oshiro 
Madeline Hannah Starkenburg 
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Student  Achievements  

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS 

African American Studies 
Paper  Pr ize 
A certificate, in recognition of outstanding 
research papers written the field of African 
American Studies by a USF student, is awarded to: 

Iman Fatima Yousuf 

The Depar tment  of  Ar t  +  
Architec ture Awards for  
E xcel lence and Leadership 
An honorarium and certificate, awarded to one 
graduate from each of the four programs within 
the Department of Art + Architecture who has 
proven academic excellence and demonstrated 
leadership inside and outside of the classroom, 
are awarded to: 

Erin Marie Abbatiello 
Collette Elena Golden  
Sarah Jane Hamilton 
Rayna Harumi Higa  
Darin Evan Hughes 
Mackenzie Nicole Miller  
Jordan Francisco Sandoval 
Angela Maria Hipolito Ting 

American Chemical  Society  
Student  Af f i l iates  Achievement  
Award 
An inscription on the award plaque, to the gradu-
ating student affiliate of the American Chemical 
Society Student Affiliates of the University of San 
Francisco, in recognition of outstanding service to 
the Society and to the Department of Chemistry, 
is awarded to: 

Alessandra Maisielou Pineda Rivera 

A sian Pacif ic  American 
Studies  Paper  Pr ize 
A certificate, in recognition of outstanding 
research papers written in the field of Asian 
Pacific American Studies by a USF student, is 
awarded to: 

Malia Rose Rivers 

The Batey Pr ize  
A purse, a gift of the Batey family, to the most 
outstanding graduating senior in mathematics, 
is awarded to: 

Safya Osman 

Frank L .  B each Award 
A purse and a plaque, in memory of Dr. Frank L. 
Beach ’53, ma’57, long-time professor 
and chair of the Department of History and 
beloved teacher, in recognition of the highest 
grade point average achieved by a graduating 
history major, are awarded to: 

Augustus Matthew Lee 
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Student  Achievements  

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS 

The R .  James B rown Award for  
The Outstanding Environmental  
Science Student  
A plaque and a purse presented to the graduating 
senior in Environmental Science who has exhibited 
high academic standards and strong commitment 
to the practice of the field over the course of their 
USF career. This award named in honor of pro-
fessor emeritus R. James Brown, who was instru-
mental in the establishment of the undergraduate 
environmental science program at USF and served 
as the first chair of the Department of Environ-
mental Science, is awarded to: 

Rhea Jenaul Quezon 

Carol  Chihara Award 
A purse and certificate, in honor of Dr. Carol Chi-
hara, distinguished Professor Emeritus of Biology, 
in recognition of outstanding academic achieve-
ment in the Biology major, are awarded to: 

Lexy Estell Anderson 
Jordan D. Augsburger  
Mariam Sabry Banoub 
Kailie Marie Reyes Dela Cruz  
Marisa Nicole DeMeo 
Phaedra LeMay  
Lisa May Agustin Mamuad 
Adelle Marie  Sumabat  
Adam Jaroslaw Wedrychowski 

Outstanding Student  in  
Communication Studies  Award 

An inscription on the award plaque, in recognition 
of exceptional academic achievement and com-
mitment to the field, is awarded by the faculty of 
the Department of Communication Studies to: 

Arturo Jesus Fass 
Alexa Noemi Gomez  
Catherine Jean Muenter 

Data Institute Award for Academ-
ic E xcel lence in  Data Science 
A prize, to the most outstanding graduating 
senior in Data Science, is awarded to: 

Zachary Ross Dougherty 

Dean’s  Medal  for  E xcel lence 
in  the Ar ts  
A medal and a purse, gifts of the College, to 
the graduating senior in the Arts who has best 
exemplified, in academic accomplishments, 
extracurricular work, and personal life, the val-
ues of the University of San Francisco, its mis-
sion and goals, are awarded to: 

Karen Crespo Triveno 
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Student  Achievements  

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS 

Dean’s  Medal  for  E xcel lence 
in  the Sciences 
A medal and a purse, gifts of the College, to the 
graduating senior in the Sciences who has best 
exemplified, in academic accomplishments, 
extracurricular work, and personal life, the val-
ues of the University of San Francisco, its mis-
sion and goals, are awarded to: 

Kailie Marie Reyes Dela Cruz 

Engl ish Depar tment  Ser vice 
Award 
A plaque, given to a graduating senior by the English 
Department Faculty, in recognition of her/his out-
standing service and support to the department, its 
students, and visitors, is awarded to: 

Danica Leigh Flores Nacionales 

The K athi leen A .  Gal lagher  
Award 
An inscription on the award plaque and a purse, 
given by the Department of Performing Arts, in 
honor of retired faculty member Kathileen A. 
Gallagher, to the graduating seniors who best 
reflects the spirit of performing arts and social 
justice, are awarded to: 

Giovanna Magdalena Echivarre-Morelli 

Dr.  Raymond J .  G enol io  Award 
A purse, in memory of Dr. Raymond J. Genolio, 
former Associate Professor of Physics, for the 
graduating senior who ranks highest in scholarship 
among the academic disciplines administered by 
the Department of Physics, is awarded to: 

Andrew James Pilon 

Dr.  Mel  G orman Award 
A purse and an inscription on the award plaque, 
in memory of Dr. Mel Gorman, to the outstand-
ing graduating Chemistry major in recognition of 
superior scientific scholarship, are awarded to: 

Amanda Siu Woo 

David Herl ihy  Pr ize  in  Histor y 
A purse and a plaque, in memory of David Herlihy 
’51, hon’85, distinguished medieval historian, 
former professor at Harvard University and presi-
dent of the American Historical Association, in 
recognition of the best written paper by a gradu-
ating history major, are awarded to: 

Steve Sandoval 
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Student  Achievements  

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS 

Depar tment  of  Histor y  Award 
A plaque, a gift of the Department of History, 
in recognition of the greatest service to the 
Department in the areas of student activities 
and faculty support by a graduating history 
major, is awarded to: 

Sarah Estella Lavin 

International  Social  Justice  
Award 
A certificate and gift card, in recognition of her 
achievement as the student who best exempli-
fies solidarity with marginalized populations and 
makes a contribution to community develop-
ment in an international context through her 
academic work, are awarded to: 

Maria Elena Zamora Susano 

International  Studies in 
Academic E xcel lence Award 
A certificate and gift card, in recognition of their 
achievement in earning the highest grade point 
average of all graduating International Studies 
students, are awarded to: 

Lillian Grace Froio 
Ashley Renee Jimenez 
Courtney Nam 

International  Studies  for  
E xceptional  Achievement  Award 
A certificate and gift card, in recognition of 
her achievement as the student who combined 
essential leadership characteristics including 
academic excellence, community participation 
and engagement, and international research, is 
awarded to: 

Karen Crespo Triveno 

International  Studies Outstanding 
Honors  Thesis  
A certificate and gift card, in recognition of her 
achievement in exceptional enthusiasm for research 
as well as a methodical and comprehensive 
approach to crafting a thesis of distinction, is 
awarded to: 

Georgina A. Chavez Terrazas 
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Student  Achievements  

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS 

Edward L .  Kessel  Award 
A purse and plaque, in honor of the late Dr. 
Edward L. Kessel, long standing faculty mem-
ber and chair of the Biology department, to a 
graduating Biology major with proven academic 
excellence, demonstrated leadership and sup-
port within the Department of Biology, and high 
potential for a career in the biological sciences, 
are awarded to: 

Kailie Marie Reyes Dela Cruz 
Winner 

Lexy Estell Anderson 
Marian Sabry Banoub 
Finalists 

Amanda Nicole Telfer 
Honorable Mention 

Ralph L ane Peace and Justice 
E ssay Award 
A purse, a gift of USF Emeritus Professor Ralph 
Lane and Joan Lane, given each year to the student 
who writes the best essay on a peace and justice 
theme, broadly defined, is awarded to: 

Sofia Diane Skavdahl 

The Father  Lonergan Award 
To the graduating senior who has maintained 
the highest scholastic average while majoring in 
Theology and Religious Studies, a monetary gift 
of the University of San Francisco is awarded to: 

Nathaniel Deandre Yu 

E sther  Madriz  Pr ize  
for  Social  Justice 
A purse and certificate, in memory of Dr. Esther 
Madriz, vivacious teacher, social activist, and 
esteemed colleague of the departments and pro-
grams of Sociology, Latin American Studies and 
Gender and Sexualities Studies, to the graduating 
senior whose academic excellence and commit-
ment to social justice exemplify Esther’s spectac-
ular gifts to USF and the world, are awarded to: 

Sage Elle Hapke 

Fred Minnigerode Award 
A purse and a plaque, in memory of Dr. Frederick 
Minnigerode III, former Associate Professor of 
Psychology, for the outstanding graduating senior 
in Psychology, are awarded to: 

Dana-Lis Bittner 
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Student  Achievements  

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS 

The Stanley D.  Nel  Award 
for  Academic E xcel lence in  
Environmental  Science 
A plaque and a purse, presented to the graduating 
senior in Environmental Science who has exhibited 
the highest academic achievement in major 
coursework during their USF career. This award is 
named in honor of Vice President for International 
Relations Stanley D. Nel, who created the Depart-
ment of Environmental Science when serving as 
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and are 
awarded to: 

Madeleine Reece Yates 

Philosophy Depar tment  
Student  of  the Year  
The Philosophy Department Student of the Year 
award is given to one of our very best students. 
The award requires a minimum University GPA 
of 3.70, and a Philosophy GPA of 3.90, along 
with the recommendation of at least two faculty 
members, and the submission of a representa-
tive writing sample and a statement concerning 
the value of studying and thinking philosophi-
cally, and is awarded to: 

Aaron Morgan Anderson 
Lanbin Feng  
Gilberto Nicolas Gonzalez 

Depar tment  of  Pol i t ics  
Publ ic  Ser vice Award 
A purse, a gift of the Politics Department, to the 
graduating Politics student who demonstrates 
the most outstanding public service during his/
her college years, is awarded to: 

Lisa Yu 

Mauricio  Romero Award 
A purse, a gift of Elizabeth Romero, to a graduating 
Politics Department senior who has demonstrated 
excellence in both academics and community 
service, is awarded to: 

Madeline Dove Campbell 

Father  Fred J .  Spei ler  Award 
A purse and a certificate, gifts of Douglas K. 
Amis ‘71, MA ‘75, MA ‘77, MA ‘79, MA ‘80, 
EDD ‘82, in memory of Father Fred J. Speiler, 
S.J., in recognition of exceptional academic 
achievement and outstanding professional 
development in Media Studies, are awarded to: 

Mia R. Martins 
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Student  Achievements  

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS 

Final ists  for  the Dean’s  Medals  
for  E xcel lence in  the Ar ts  

Madeline Dove Campbell 
Madeline Hannah Starkenberg  
Jazmine Diwa Tabili 
Catherine Anne Van Horne  
Heidi Elizabeth Warde 

Final ists  for  the Dean’s  Medals  
for  E xcel lence in  the Sciences 

Farhad Akrami 
Lexy  Estell Anderson  
Liza Mae Agustin Mamuad 

Final ists  for  Valedic tor ian 

Farhad Akrami 
Kevin Andreaksy  
Vianey Jimenez Mendez 
Riley Katsuo Kam 

Valedic tor ian 
A medal and a purse, gifts of the College of Arts 
and Sciences, to the graduating senior who exempli-
fies the highest standards of leadership and schol-
arship in the Jesuit tradition. A leader in the finest 
sense of the word, the Valedictorian demonstrates 
selfless service to the University community while 
reflecting excellence in all academic pursuits. He or 
she is firmly committed to the mission of the Uni-
versity. In particular, the Valedictorian has helped 
to create a campus-wide environment that values 
each individual, heightens ethical standards, instills 
a passion for justice, and integrates faith with life. 

Arturo Jess Fass 
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Student  Achievements  

HONOR SOCIETIES 

Alpha K appa Delta  
International  (ΑΚ∆) 
Alpha Kappa Delta is an international honor 
society for Sociology majors. It is a democratic 
organization dedicated to the study of social 
phenomena for the promotion of human welfare. 
Life membership is given to those students who 
demonstrate excellent academic ability and a 
commitment to the goals of the society. The 
USF chapter (“Omega of California”) was estab-
lished in 1992. Graduating members are: 

Emily Kate Garcia 
Sophia Erin McKenzie Hamilton  
Alyssa Michele Lemoine 
Carlos Alemil Mancebo-Sebrell   
Ashley Nicole Rice 
Anastasia Brandi Spicer  
Tamir Weinstein 
Samantha Hope Wong  
Megan Woods 
Anne E. Yamamoto 

Alpha Sigma Nu  (ΑΣΝ) 
Alpha Sigma Nu is the national Jesuit Honor 
Society organized to honor students who have dis-
tinguished themselves in scholarship, service and 
loyalty to the University. Graduating members are: 

Kevin Andreasky 
Caroline Frances Bescoby  
Kailie Marie Reyes Dela Cruz 
Collette Elena Golden  
Gilberto Nicolas Gonzalez 
Riley Katsuo Kam  
Abigail R. Karp 
Phaedra Le May  
Dana Lis-Bittner 
Deborah Regina Low  
Liza Mae Agustin Mamuad 
Mariel Grace McMindes  
Danica Leigh Flores Nacionales 
Hannah  Elizabeth Weeks  
Nathaniel Deandre Yu 
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HONOR SOCIETIES 

B eta B eta B eta B iological  
Honor  Society   (ΒΒΒ) 
Beta Beta Beta is a biological honor society that 
emphasizes excellence in scholarship, dissemi-
nation of scientific knowledge, and promotion of 
biological research. Graduating members are: 

Lexy Estell Anderson 
Vivian Keolani Montandon De Almeida  
Kailie Marie Reyes Dela Cruz 
Amber Eden Del Rosario  
Julissa Gonzalez 
Tamara Lee  
Liza Mae Agustin Mamuad 
Mikayla Keiko Nalani Min  
Carter Sebastian Pope 
Gia  Saini  
Audrey Sun 
Bensu Tangil  
Sriya Vutukuru 

Student  Achievements  

L ambda Pi  Eta  Honor  
Society  (ΛΠH) 
Lambda Pi Eta is the Communication Studies 
honor society of the National Communication 
Association. The goals of Lambda Pi Eta are to 
recognize and reward outstanding scholastic 
achievement, to promote professional develop-
ment among Communication Studies majors, 
and to establish and maintain close relationships 
between Communication Studies faculty and 
students. USF’s chapter of Lambda Pi Eta was 
founded in March 2000. Graduating members are: 

Xavier Sterling Bianchi 
Olivia Grace Farber  
Arturo Jesus Fass 
Alexa Noemi Gomez  
Madison Grace Grainger 
Cyrus  Brock Kusha  
Catherine Jean Muenter 
Ariel Nim  
Malia Rose Rivers 
Kelsea Alexis Villanueva  
Ariel Noelle Wei 
Barbara Heinadóttir Zachariassen 
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Student  Achievements  

HONOR SOCIETIES 

McGrath Scholars  
The McGrath Scholars of the Change the World 
From Here Institute was created to develop criti-
cally aware, mission-driven and goal-oriented 
system thinkers who are motivated to change 
their communities for the common good. The 
program engages and further develops estab-
lished campus leaders across all disciplines who 
practice ethical, cooperative, collaborative and 
inclusive leadership; engage in both courageous 
and compassionate action; cultivate changes in 
values by re-framing and reinterpreting situations, 
and practice contemplative self-reflection. The 
Scholars honored here represent members of the 
graduating class that have completed both the 
curricular and co-curricular components of the 
program successfully. 

Jennifer Morgan Alvarado 
Mackenzie John Callicrate  
Evelyn Yesenia Castro-Chavez 
Robby  Chandra  
Jevannie Imani Dixon 
Ya’qub  Basheir Warsame Elmi  
Sameer Hakim Feroz Isaq 
Jin Young Jeong  
Riley Katsuo Kam 
Amie Christina Lu  
Darla Judith Mariduena 
Kai  Reed Middlebrook  
Kenya Lachea Miller 
Mutale Mulenga  
Catherine Carolyn Murphy 
Danica Leigh Flores Nacionales  
Kyla Isabelle Gonzales Obillos 
Sade Rose Funmilayo Odukogbe  
Jordan Francisco Sandoval 
Josine A. Torres 

National  Society  of  
Col legiate  Scholars  
The National Society of Collegiate Scholars 
(NSCS) is an honors organization recognizing 
outstanding academic achievement among first 
and second year college students who con-
tinue this success and encourage members to 
develop leadership skills through community 
service. The Society was founded in 1994 at The 
George Washington University in Washington, 
DC. NSCS has active chapters on over 170 col-
lege and university campuses across the United 
States. Chapters are involved in service to their 
campus and local communities as well as scho-
lastic and social activities. NSCS members are 
also eligible to participate in a variety of activi-
ties sponsored by the Society. Scholarships and 
awards, leadership development activities, ser-
vice programs, community building and informa-
tion sharing are the focus of activities organized 
nationally. Graduating members are: 

Mohammed Hasan Al Mubarak 
Simrun Bawa  
Dana Lis-Bittner 
Janel  Moira Dy Cuevas  
Collette Elena Golden 
Isabel Hamblin  
Sophia Louise Hedgecock 
Carley J. Hopton  
Henrieta Anya Igwe 
Riley Katsuo Kam  
Heaven Minjin Kim 
Kayla Desirée Lawhorn  
Deborah Regina Low 
Shantia  Hailey Shadjareh  
Chantal Acaylar Trazo 
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Student  Achievements  

HONOR SOCIETIES 

Phi  Alpha Theta Histor y  
Honor  Society   (ΦΑΘ) 
Phi Alpha Theta is the national history honor 
society whose mission is to promote  the 
study of history through the encouragement 
of research, teaching, publication, and the 
exchange of learning and ideas among histo-
rians. Founded in 1921, it currently has over 
275,000 members. Students who have shown 
distinction in their study of history are invited to 
join. Graduating members are: 

Christopher Anthony Anaforian 
Abigail Joy Glass  
Sarah Estella Lavin 
Augustus Matthew Lee  
Dominic Markus Nicoletti 
Maïa Céline Peterson  
Nathaniel Deandre Yu 

Pi  Delta  Phi  French Honor  
Society  (Π∆Φ) 
Pi Delta Phi is the national French Honor Society. 
The purpose of the society is to recognize out-
standing scholarship in the French language and 
its literatures, to increase the knowledge and 
appreciation of Americans for the cultural contri-
butions of the French-speaking world, and to 
stimulate and to encourage French and francophone 
cultural activities. Graduating members are: 

Caroline Frances Bescoby 
Dana-Lis Bittner  
Ivan Ernesto Galvan 
Emily Jane  Kelly  
Phylicia Thien Phuoc Nguyen 
Kendall T.  Shieh  
Elaine Renée Tousignant 

Pi  Mu Epsi lon  (ΠΜΕ) 
Founded May 25, 1914 at Syracuse University, 
PME currently has over 350 chapters at col-
leges and universities throughout the United 
States. The purpose of the Society is to promote 
scholarly activity in mathematics among the 
students in academic institutions. Members are 
elected to Pi Mu Epsilon based on outstanding 
achievement in mathematics, and demonstrated 
success in all academic endeavors. Graduating 
members are: 

Elijah Oakes Chandler 
Zachary Ross Dougherty  
Sameer Hakim Feroz Isaq 
Kai  Reed Middlebrook  
Sara Roth 
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Student  Achievements  

HONOR SOCIETIES 

Psi  Chi  National  Honor  
Society  (ΨΧ) 
Psi Chi is a national honor society for Psychol-
ogy majors. Life membership is granted  to 
those students who, while demonstrating scho-
lastic achievement, also show an interest in the 
development of psychology as a science and as 
a profession. The USF chapter was established 
in 1973. Graduating members are: 

Mercedes Antonia Avila 
Dana-Lis Bittner  
Alaia-Riche Berdiago Cahayag 
Michael Ivan Coloma  
Janel Moira Dy Cuevas 
Selda Durak  
Annabelle Rose Farina 
Ariana Cristina Figueroa  
Cassandra Yao Godinez 
Isabella Rose Grace  
Eric K. Hanks 
Eve  Johanna Jonas  
Riley Katsuo Kam 
Helen Ting Ting Kao  
Eida Veronica Laines 
Avery Cathryn Lamb  
Didi Nguyen 
Lauren Nnenna Nwajei  
Kyla Isabelle Gonzales Obillos 
Roshni Patel  
Hannah Elizabeth Pritchett 
Katherine Yachiyo Sagara  
Yolanda M. Santiago Pena 
Lavander Krysta  Sesody  
Mariam Sossouadouno 
Elena Stuart  
Hannah Elizabeth Weeks 

Sigma Delta  Pi  Honor  
Society  (Σ∆Π) 
Sigma Delta Pi is a national honorary society 
that recognizes students for scholarly excellence 
in Spanish Studies. Graduating members are: 

Anna Rose Bryant 
Carson Lee Burns  
Ashley Renee Jimenez 
Judith Priscilla Morales 

Sigma Pi  S igma  (ΣΠΣ) 
Sigma Pi Sigma is a national honor society in 
physics. The society is an organization within the 
American Institute of Physics. It is a member of 
the Association of College Honor Societies. The 
society’s stated goals are to honor outstanding 
scholarship in physics, to encourage students’ 
interest in physics, to promote public service, 
and to provide a fellowship of persons who have 
excelled in physics. Graduating members are: 

Alexis Isabel Casas 
Andrew James Pilon  
Christopher Joel Storfer 

Theta Alpha K appa 
Honor  Society   (ΘΑΚ) 
Theta Alpha Kappa is a Professional and Academic 
Honor Society committed to fostering dialogue 
between the Theology and Religious Studies 
Department and students. This organization 
strives to encourage students to maintain academic 
excellence for induction into the National Honor 
Society and provides professional networking for 
anyone interested in the study of religions. 
Graduating members are: 

Miciah Renee Madison 
Madeline Hannah Starkenburg 
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Student  Achievements  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 

The Davies  Forum 
The Davies Forum was established by the late 
Louise M. Davies of San Francisco in 1980 to 
enhance the University’s efforts to produce 
future leaders dedicated to public service and 
committed to ethical leadership. The continu-
ing theme of the Forum, “The Search for Values 
in Contemporary America,” provides the USF 
community the opportunity to examine the cur-
rent state of American society. Each semester, 
select undergraduate students from all majors 
are chosen to be Davies Scholars based on their 
records of academic excellence, extracurricular 
activities, personal integrity, and leadership abil-
ity. Graduating students are: 

Mohammed Hasan Al Mubarak 
Isobel Clare Bailey  
Dana-Lis Bittner 
Skylar Isabel  Clarke  
Maria Patricia Delgado 
Sophia Erin McKenzie Hamilton  
Sage Elle Hapke 
Cyrus  Brock Kusha  
Courtney Nam 
Dominic Markus  Nicoletti  
Claire Winifred Ogilvie 
Ashley Isolde Runnicles  
Maria Elena Zamora Susano 
Karen Crespo Triveno  
Sydney Madison Yocum 
Lisa Yu 

Honors in  Architec ture  
and Community  Design 
Students graduating with the Honors in Archi-
tecture and Community Design have completed 
advanced coursework and a thesis project in the 
pursuit of thoughtful, thorough and innovative 
solutions which can make true contributions to 
their field. The Honors thesis projects address 
issues of social and/or environmental justice and 
propose a solution to a unique socio-economic, 
environmental or cultural design problem. Projects 
are formally presented at the end of the final 
semester and submitted to the Library’s Scholarly 
Repository. Graduating students are: 

Vianey Jimenez Mendez 
Kahli Noelle Merriman  
Albert Daniel Tanglao Nessia 

Honors in  B io log y 
The Biology Honors Program provides superior 
undergraduate students with opportunities to 
conduct original, high caliber research in prepa-
ration for graduate school, professional training, 
or a position in an industrial or government 
research laboratory. Eligible students must 
maintain a 3.4 or higher major GPA and a 3.2 
or higher overall GPA, and must complete a 
research project and written thesis under the 
supervision of an Honors Thesis Committee. 
Honors Program Students present a departmental 
seminar on their research during their last 
semester. The graduating student is: 

Kailie Marie Reyes Dela Cruz 
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Student  Achievements  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 

Honors  Col lege Scholars  
The Honors College provides exceptional 
undergraduate students with a rigorous and 
transformative education grounded in the arts 
and humanities. Through interdisciplinary inquiry, 
community engagement, and independent 
research, Honors College Scholars broaden their 
intellectual perspectives and develop a sense of 
ethical responsibility as global citizens. Graduating 
Honors College Scholars are: 

Dana-Lis Bittner 
Skylar Isabel  Clarke  
Kelly Allyn Cruchett 
Lexly Marisol Cruz  
Christopher Joseph Francis 
Morgan  Sayers Goldstein  
Astha Guragain 
Darin Evan Hughes  
Cyrus Brock Kusha 
Kayla Desirée Lawhorn  
Catherine Carolyn Murphy 
Claire Winifred Ogilvie  
Eduardo Rosenfeld 
Catherine Anne Van Horne  
Caroline Alison Van Etten 

Honors in  International  Studies  
Students graduating with Honors in the Bachelor 
of Arts in International Studies program have gone 
beyond the program requirements in their edu-
cational pursuits. In addition to achieving a 3.6 
GPA in their major, students have participated in 
an academic study abroad program, and served as 
program and community leaders. As a culmination 
of their academic career, each student designed, 
researched, and completed an honors thesis on 
a topic in International Studies and gave a public 
presentation of their research findings. Graduat-
ing students are: 

Georgina A. Chavez Terrazas 
Karen Crespo Triveno  
Maria Patricia Delgado 
Astha  Guragain  
Delaney Suzanne Miller 
Maria  Elena Zamora Susano 
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Student  Achievements  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 

Honors in  Pol i t ics  
Recipients of Honors in Politics have demon-
strably exceeded all of the requirements for 
the Bachelor of Arts in Politics. In addition to 
maintaining a 3.5 overall and major GPA, they 
have successfully completed the Honors Thesis 
Seminar course by writing and presenting an 
exemplary capstone thesis. These students have 
also shown themselves committed to leader-
ship and service for others in their communities. 
Politics Faculty recognizes and congratulates the 
outstanding academic performance of students 
who receive Honors in Politics at the University 
of San Francisco. Graduating students are: 

Brian Franco Alegre 
Simrun Bawa  
Mackenzie John Callicrate 
Madeline Dove Campbell  
Sammi Chen 
Noemy Ines Crisanto  
Maeve August Estrada 
Hannah  Lee Grayson  
Casey Morgan Gutierrez 
Ariana Heydari  
Betsy Kiabhet Jacobo 
Kimberly Ann McAllister  
Safina Motiwala 
Victor Gene Solyanik  
Jazmine Diwa Tabili 
Jackie Elizabeth Thornhill  
Anne Marie Bonifacio Tubig 
Lisa Yu 

Honors in  Psycholog y 
The Psychology Honors Program is an intensive 
research experience that develops skills and 
expertise necessary for graduate education in 
psychology and other scientifically or professionally 
oriented fields. Over the course of two semesters, 
our Honors students completed independent 
research projects, steering each major phase of 
development through conception to data collection, 
analysis and interpretation. At the end of the pro-
gram, each student gave a public presentation of 
this scholarly work in a professional scientific venue. 
Graduating students are: 

Dana-Lis Bittner 
Wilson Jude Cobb  
Avery Cathryn Lamb 
Fiorella Martinez  
Didi Nguyen 
Emily Rose Nhan  
Roshni Patel 
Lavander Krysta  Sesody 
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Student  Achievements  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 

Honors  in  Sociolog y 
Students graduating with Honors in the Bachelor 
Arts in Sociology Program have gone above and 
beyond the requirements of the Sociology degree. 
In addition to achieving a 3.5 or above GPA in 
the major and a 3.2 or above GPA overall, these 
students have completed a rigorous two-semester 
honors thesis sequence of courses; independently 
designed, researched, and completed an honors 
thesis in their subject of choice; and publicly 
presented their research in two public forums. 
Graduating students are: 

Dalia Cesia Barrientos 
Emily Kate Garcia  
Sophia Erin McKenzie Hamilton 
Ashley Isolde Runnicles  
Samira Grace Salame 
Chantal Acaylar Trazo  
Samantha Hope Wong 

E sther  Madriz  Diversity  Scholars  
Named after the late Esther Madríz, beloved USF 
Professor of Sociology who embodied the Ignatian 
ideal of educating the whole person as a means 
toward social justice, Esther Madriz Diversity 
Scholars explore issues of diversity, inequality, 
social justice, and social change. This graduating 
class of Esther Madriz scholars completed two 
social justice focused courses, traveled to Nicaragua 
to learn from activists and scholars about gender 
justice issues and worked alongside local community 
members to create social change. Esther Madriz 
Scholars are recognized for their capacity to envi-
sion a more just future; bring people together and 
build community; and demonstrate determination 
and resolve, even when the obstacles seem 
insurmountable and change seems out of reach. 
Graduating students are: 

Isaac Baron-Varela 
Bettina Therese Evalle Francisco  
Emily Kate Garcia 
Sage Elle Hapke  
Kiana Martinez 
Natalie Frances Mills  
Mutale Mulenga 
Abel Weldegebriel 
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Student  Achievements  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 

Mar tín- Baró Scholars  Program
The Martín-Baró Scholars Program, a living-learning 
community for first-year students, provides a two-
semester integrated approach to meeting five core 
requirements. Throughout the yearlong course 
students read a wide variety of non-fiction and 
fiction texts, all relating in some way to problems 
of social justice. Students present policy arguments, 
analyze literary texts, develop a Community 
Development Project, and ultimately act alongside 
community partners to bring about small but tan-
gible change by serving diverse populations in San 
Francisco. Graduating students are: 

Ya’qub Basheir Warsame Elmi 
Ceejay  Asia Garcia  
Chase Victor Nakayama 
Roshni Patel  
Licette Alondra Renteria 
Megan Woods 

Saint  Ignatius  Institute  
The integrated, Catholic liberal arts curriculum of 
the Saint Ignatius Institute is designed for those 
students who desire both the solid foundation 
of a Catholic liberal arts education and the 
academic preparation necessary for a professional 
career. The four-year program grounds the student 
in the rich tradition of Christian humanism and is 
based on the great books and authors of Western 
Civilization. Graduating students are: 

Mariam Sabry Banoub 
Marcelo Castro  
Robby Chandra 
Amber Eden Del Rosario  
Kailie Marie Reyes Dela Cruz 
Matthew John Fernandez  
Crystal Nicole Jarquin 
Breanna Ashlyn Jolly  
Mikayla Keiko Nalani Min 
Julia Marie Nolfo  
Louis Abraham Lillard Palmatier 
Elise  Victoria Ramos  
Alessandra Maisielou Pineda Rivera 
Maria  Elena Zamora Susano 
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American Flag 

USF’s ROTC Color Guard proudly presents the American flag flown over the United States Capitol on 
the day of Pope Francis’ historic address to a Joint Session of Congress, September 24, 2015.  On that 
inspiring day, Pope Francis renewed the faith of Catholics worldwide and inspired a new generation, 
regardless of their religious affiliation, to be instruments of peace.  He reminded us of our sacred and 
inescapable responsibility to those struggling to escape poverty, persecution and war.  He challenged 
us to rescue our planet from the climate crisis that threatens the future of our children and the health 
of God’s creation – and to do so in a way that is sensitive to the needs of the poor. He urged us to live 
our values and reach beyond our divisions. 
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T he colorful attire worn by the graduates, the faculty, and officers of the University on the 
occasion of these Commencement Exercises has historic roots in medieval times. Dressed as 

they are in cap and gown, the graduates and their professors form part of a long tradition which 
dates back to Paris and Bologna, to Oxford and Cambridge in the days of their Catholic glory. 

The precise origins of the several parts of the academic garb are not easy to discover. However, 
since medieval students enjoyed the status of clerics during their university years, one is hardly far 
wrong in asserting that their attire found its inspiration in the clerical dress of medieval times. The 
gown seems to be an adaptation of the robe of friar or priest; the hood, of the monk’s or friar’s cowl; 
and the mortarboard cap of today, the end product of curious evolution, recalls the skull cap of days 
when tonsured heads needed protection against the drafts of medieval classrooms. 

Academic attire began to appear quite  generally on United States campuses in the late 1890s. 
Since that time, its use has become universal for solemn university functions, and its pattern highly 
uniform. 

the gown 
The gowns are three in number and styling. That of the bachelor is a yoked, closed-front garment, 
with long, pointed sleeves; that of the master is cut to be worn open front, its sleeves are long and 
closed, slit cut just above the elbow to allow the forearm to protrude; the gown of the doctor is also 
worn open and has full bell–shaped sleeves. Only the doctor’s gown is trimmed—with velvet panels 
down the front and three velvet bars on each sleeve. 

Though black velvet is proper trimming for all doctor gowns, the color and material of the panels 
and sleeve bars is often varied in order to indicate the faculty which granted the wearer’s degree; 
dark blue for Philosophy (phd); light blue for Education (edd); white for Arts and Letters (littd); 
gold-yellow for Science (scd); orange for Engineering (engd, dce); purple for Law (lld, dcl, jd, jud, 
jcd); green for Medicine (md); scarlet for Theology (std, dd). 

the hood 
The hood at first seems to have been worn over the head and was attached to the gown. When the 
skull cap was introduced, the hood was retained, but detached and worn much as it is today. Each 
degree (bachelor, master, doctor) has a right to a hood, which varies in length and, in the case of the 
doctor’s, also in pattern. The bachelor’s hood is three feet long; the master’s hood, three and 
one-half; the doctor’s hood, four, with wide panels on either side. 

The color or colors with which the hood is lined are those of the college or university that granted 
the wearer’s degree-for example, the University of San Francisco is known by the gold chevron on 
the field of Kelly green. The colored velvet binding or edging of the hood, in different widths for 
bachelor, master, doctor, is a key to the faculty granting the degree. The velvet colors include white 
for Arts, gold-yellow for Science, drab for Business, apricot for Nursing, light blue for Education, 
royal blue for Nonprofit Administration, peacock blue for Public Administration, scarlet for Theology, 
purple for Law, and so forth.  

the c ap 
The mortar board has become the universally accepted style in United States colleges and universities. 
Many European institutions still retain distinctive forms of academic headdress—for example, the 
University of London’s tam-o-shanter cap. 

The doctor, following graduation, has the right to wear a gold tassel on the mortar board; black, 
however, is perfectly proper and perhaps more common. 
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