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JOPHIEL PHILIPS was born and raised in Queens, New York.  

Jophiel received his Bachelor's Degree from Stony Brook University. 
After Stony Brook, he attended Wesleyan University, where he 

obtained a Master's Degree in Sociology. He then earned his Juris 
Doctorate from the University of San Francisco School of Law in 

2011.  Upon passing the New York and New Jersey Bar exams, 
Jophiel commissioned into the United States Air Force and has been 

an Active-Duty Judge Advocate General for the past ten years.  

As a JAG, he held a variety of positions such as advising the United 
States Special Operations Command during Operation Resolute 
Support in Afghanistan and working sexual assault and domestic 

violence cases as a Special Victims Counsel.  Most recently, Jophiel
was stationed at Joint Base Andrews, Maryland, where he conducted 

review boards on behalf of the Secretary of the Air Force.

MATTHEW CHIVVIS received a Bachelor’s Degree in Biochemistry from 
the University of Wyoming in 2004. Shortly after, he earned his Juris 

Doctorate from the University of San Francisco School of Law in 2007. 

Currently, Matthew is a Partner in the Intellectual Property Group of 
Morrison & Foerster LLP in San Francisco, where he specializes in life 

sciences and technology litigation. He joined the firm in 2008 after clerking 
for Chief Judge James Ware of the Northern District of California (ret.).

His work in this area includes litigation, pre-litigation, and inter partes review 
proceedings involving monoclonal antibodies, immunoconjugates, vaccines, 
nutritional supplements, bioabsorbable implants, drug-eluting stents, blood 

glucose monitoring devices, plant genetics, and animal husbandry. He knows 
the ins and outs of the “patent dance” in Biologics Price Competition and 

Innovation Act (BPCIA) proceedings, and has advised clients on successful 
strategies for engaging in multi-phased BPCIA litigation.
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