


Agenda
Understanding the Platform
• How to register
• Group Sessions versus 1:1 appointments

Prior to the Fair
• Who will be there?
• Your top companies
• What to prepare

At the Fair
• Communication with employers
• Your 60 second pitch



JOB FEST
Exclusively Online

11:30am-2pm
Tuesday, 2/23 – Service Careers

Thursday, 2/25 – Business Session

MOCK JOB FEST (practice)
Thursday, 2/18 11:30am – 1pm



Have you Registered on 
Handshake?

https://usfca.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/11624


Explore the Virtual Fair Portal on 
HANDSHAKE





Tuesday, 2/23 – Service Careers
45 Companies Attending

Thursday, 2/25 – Business Session
20 Companies Attending

https://usfca.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/21456
https://usfca.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/21537
















Before the fair…
• Make sure you have uploaded your resume to Handshake 

and made it & your profile public!
• Have a copy of your resume uploaded to the cloud (i.e. 

Google drive) where you can share the link with an 
employer

• Make sure your major and graduation year are correct on 
your profile

• Be sure to fill out your profile - some employers cannot 
see your resume, just your profile, so make it stand out





Before the fair…

• Register for individual timeslots – based on 
employer set qualifications

• Think about your schedule-you cannot book 
multiple sessions at once, but you can add 
sessions day of if there is availability and it 
hasn’t started



Identifying your Top 
Companies

•Who is interested in YOU?
• Who has opportunities that match your 

background?
• Visit Handshake to find out
• Search by major, industry, job type
• Follow employers within the fair

•Who are YOU interested in?
• Create your top 10 list & schedule your sessions



How to Research your Top 10
Handshake



How to talk with your Top 10

• Prepare thoughtful, researched questions

• Based on recent news (Google alert)
• Specifics on job and intern opportunities 

available
• Why have past students made the choice to 

join your team?
• Describe a day in the life of a New Grad/Intern
• Culture Match
• Training & Development 



How to talk with your Top 10

Practice your 30 second pitch!
1. Introduce yourself, including your name, year, and major

2. Let them know why you’re interested in their company

3. Give another relevant detail about yourself - (previous 

related coursework, projects, volunteer or work 

experience)

4. Ask a question! “Can you please tell me more about...”



How to talk with your Top 10
“Hi, I’m Juli-Anne and I’m a Senior psychology major.  
I was looking at your company page on Handshake 
and saw you have a Mental Health Clinician position 
available.  This past summer I interned at Seneca 
Family of Agencies as a Behavioral Coach where I 
often performed assessments and made referrals to 
outside services.  Can you please tell me a little more 
about the qualities you are looking for in a 
candidate?”



Pitch Framework

“ Hi, my name is ____________ and I’m a (your year) 
students studying _______________.  I’m looking for 
a position in ______________.  In my last 
internship/job/class project, I was able to gain 
experience in _____________.  I know your company 
specializes in _______________.  I would be very 
interested in hearing about jobs/internships you may 
have available in _______________."



How to talk with your Top 10

After you introduce yourself:
• Ask relevant questions.
• Mention SPECIFICALLY why you are interested in 

working for them (research).
• Ask about the application process.
• Ask if you can connect with them on LinkedIn or by 

email if you have anymore questions.
• Be cognizant of the time.  Let the recruiter know 

when there are 1-2 minutes left in your scheduled 
slot.



What to Prepare
• Your Handshake profile-make sure it is filled out, public, 

and includes an updated public resume

• A link to your resume on Google Drive

• Your space, technology & outfit

• Something to take notes

• Charged, silent cell phone

• Smile! Look at the camera eye to make eye contact. 

• DO NOT be eating or chewing gum. Water is fine.



Nonverbal Communication

• Eye contact

• Volume and pace of conversation

• Fidgeting

• Posture



I talked to my top 10 – now what?

At the fair:

• Use the available sessions button to find more 
companies to talk to

• Keep using your pitch!

• If you haven’t done research, be honest but tactful.

• Take advantage of the time to practice your 
networking skills!



Questions during the Fair? 

Stop by the Ask A Counselor Room!
Find a Career Services staff member 

in the following Zoom Room 

HERE

(separate from JOB FEST)

https://usfca.zoom.us/j/88204879820


After the Fair
• Review notes & websites 

• Write a thank you email to the companies you are 
interested in
• Use a meaningful subject line “Thank You – USF JOB FEST”

• Include where you met them
• Reiterate your interest and follow up on your conversation

• Make sure you follow application instructions if you are 
applying for a position!



Advice from Employers
• “Know your audience. Do your research!”

• “Start with your strengths. Show your passion.”

• “Don’t be OVER confident.” 
• “Think about what you want to say to the rep and how it 

sounds from their perspective.”
• “Target your questions toward each specific company 

you plan to meet.”

• “Don’t overstay your welcome, know when to stop 
talking with a Recruiter. Be able to transition out of 
conversation smoothly.” 



What to do now to prepare!
RESUMANIA

Feb. 19, 22, 24
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

• RUSH in to get your resume polished before JOB FEST Career & 
Internship Festival! Career counselors will give you the tips to make 
your resume stand out. Don't miss out on this last chance to brand 
yourself!

• Go to Handshake to make your 1:1 appointment today!
• Choose “Resumania” as your appointment type
• Have your resume available to screen share via Zoom or Google Doc 

link.

Don’t have a resume? Look at our samples in our Career Guide HERE.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/email.mail.joinhandshake.com/c/eJxtUk2TojAU_DV6wyIEEA4eUHRWEFBEZ_VChSRIIBCGD8X59cu4s3PaqlepVHe_16-qH1kYBk6MKVsosiLLJpgDVdGhMQMzbW5Y-sZcGroO1po2n6hyiRif5YJVGapIm6GCzrAop9kCqikhc5zICaBJmkKkaCnQCJ5jKGMAyJQvsq6r2wm0JspmrL7hhKa0al8TRuAOxyeOv1Q_Ivry-7_pSOMviTPwXAb942kdwsLMSXOylOH2vvNduT9Z-5vFvMvgSNtbsIONqh6TvvbdO9SvnXZ5_q609hkWQxjl1um6wp49RLBmUR4MELM9o6s6Lh7k6QXKvZJKPmCShBqIUhEdasEvDyesqYOP7sMvrfKzeNuVdH2tNLpBUsTfW2ESI8iEjhX_aL7FQAKZsXdqXU72AgUt_1g9P3i_zMQ2KClwDVthN-dyloPdxcN3tNm263WfJ66LY6QOQfcEvRG9IXj80AN5tUSDfrb3SLMUI1YTRSOen6zPm1OuS-m1AM4llkL_bGv-Jvpsm4qHkhiU2o7jCVxOFDDWCjHnw_XGH_S4yAovujcPt_h1Z_oZmhphmg05dnK_J2LrA2ZFJ_tyKEwm4WND3nm77Q6hgcv7GJemqBO44aKZQHucrfddGbeibzAdgRK1bfyVJG2-qZIS1pcj9Ur5G8Si6mjVjaiuGaYx_wejskbsVo14X7G4Q82NdpTEr9Z22iwKyvmTjhfatylGM0r6abdQDFU64kwIPv05nfi1yKsvZmTx1-UPnmn-CA__;!!CaiJqKM!x9ZLYV3YGGnJmhHh6xfi5oSAuWb70j7RpnEawW4TehTu-mkzRuRJtUXLnD4Un0Yx%24?lor=19&utm_source=mass_mailer&utm_medium=email&utm_content=768598&utm_campaign=uni_targeted_emails
https://myusf.usfca.edu/sites/default/files/general/career-center-guide.pdf


Mock JOB FEST

Practice

• Mock JOB FEST: 2/18/21 Practice
• Thu, Feb 18 11:30 am PST - 1:00 pm PST

Register on Handshake
HERE

https://usfca.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/22849


UCAN Virtual Internship Fair 
WHO: Students from 6 UCAN-affiliated schools (including USF) &  25+ 
employers seeking interns in finance, technology, nonprofits, consulting, 
publishing & more!
WHAT: Meet with employers via group video chats and one-on-one video 
chats. Learn about internship opportunities at their organizations.
WHEN: Thursday, March 18 (12-2 PST // 1-3pm MST // 2-4pm CST // 3-5pm 
EST)
HOW TO REGISTER: 1. Log into UCAN Internship Exchange.  2. Click on 
Events/Career Fairs/UCAN Virtual Career Fair. 3. Click on ”Attend” 4. Check out 
employers, fill out your profile, & upload resume. 

• You’ll receive emails with instructions and tips on attending the virtual fair.
• On day of event, participants will join “queues” to talk to employers. 
• How to login as a USF student?  

• Log in HERE or click “forgot password” if you are new to the system
• On the day of the fair, once you have logged in, go to Events/Career Fairs/UCAN Virtual 

Career Fair and click Attend

https://ucan-csm.symplicity.com/
http://ucan-csm.symplicity.com/


Any Questions?


