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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE 
UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO 

MISSION 
Since 1855, the University of San Francisco has dedicated itself to offering a daring and dynamic liberal 
arts education in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. As a community, we empower and hold accountable 
our students, faculty, librarians, staff, administrators, alumni, and community partners to be persons 
for and with others, to care for our common home, including the native lands on which our campuses 
reside, and to promote the common good by critically, thoughtfully, and innovatively addressing 
inequities to create a more humane and just world. 

We seek to live USF’s Mission by nurturing a diverse, ever-expanding community where persons of 
all races and ethnicities, religions, sexual orientations, genders, generations, abilities, nationalities, 
occupations, and socioeconomic backgrounds are honored and accompanied. We are committed to 
educating hearts and minds to cultivate the full, integral development of each person and all persons; 
pursuing learning as a lifelong humanizing and liberating social activity; and advancing excellence as 
the standard for teaching, scholarship, creative expression, and service. Inspired by a faith that does 
justice, we strive to humbly and responsibly engage with, and contribute to, the cultural, intellectual, 
economic and spiritual gifts and talents of the San Francisco Bay Area and the global communities 
to which we belong. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees, September 24, 2021.



165th Annual  Commencement  Exercises 

UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO 
SCHOOL OF NUR SING AND HE ALTH PROFESSIONS 

DECEMBER 15 ,  2023 ,  3 :00 P. M .  

Today,  the Universi t y  welcomes you — the graduates and candidates 

of  the c lass  of  202 3 — into the rank s of  the proud a lumni  of  the 

Universi t y  of  San Francisco.  

We a lso welcome your  famil ies  and f r iends to  the ce lebrat ion ,  mindful 

and appreciat ive  of  the ir  contr ibution to  your  achievement ,  through 

their  suppor t ,  sacr i f ice ,  and encouragement .  

The University of San Francisco has made every at tempt to include in this program al l  persons deserving 

of recognition . I f  there have been any errors or omissions , please accept our s incerest apologies . 
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Program 

ORDER OF CEREMONY 

Procession 
The University Mace 
The Flags of the University 
The University Commencement Marshals 
The Class of 2023 
The Faculty of the School 
The Academic Directors of the School 
The Alumni Board of Governors 
The Deans of the School 
The University Leadership Team 
The Members of the University Board  

of Trustees  
The Honorary Degree Recipient and 

Commencement Speaker 
 

 
The President of the University 

Prelude Processional  
Baroque Ceremonial Music 
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar 

Master  of  Ceremonies  
Eileen Chia-Ching Fung 
Interim Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs 

National  Anthem 
Chikanma Phebian Adelaiye 
Candidate, Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Invocation 
Dónal Godfrey, S.J. 
Associate Director for Faculty and Staff Spirituality 

Of ficial  Opening of  the Ceremony 
Member, Board of Trustees 

Undergraduate Student  Speaker  
Yliza Kimozave Ortiz 
Candidate, Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Graduate Student  Speaker  
Monique Joyce de Villa 
Candidate, Master of Public Health 

Presentation of  the 
Honorar y Degree Recipient 
and Commencent  Speaker  

 

Eileen K. Fry-Bowers 
Dean of the School 

Recipient: 
Frederick James Angulo, DVM, Ph.D.  
Lead, Scientific Affairs, Tick-Borne and Enteric Diseases, 
Pfizer Vaccines 

Commencement  Address  
Frederick James Angulo, DVM, Ph.D.
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Presentation of  Candidates 
for  Undergraduate Degrees  

 

Eileen K. Fry-Bowers 
Dean of the School 

and 

Sarah Hubbell 
Program Director, BSN Program 

Formal  Conferral  of 
Undergraduate Degrees  

 

Rev. Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J. 
President of the University 

Presentation of  Candidates 
for  Graduate Degrees 

 

Eileen K. Fry-Bowers 
Dean of the School 

and 

Erin Grinshteyn 
Associate Dean for Health Professions 

Formal  Conferral  of 
Graduate Degrees 

 

Rev. Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J. 
President of the University 

Presentation of  Candidates 
for  Doc toral  Degrees  

 

Eileen K. Fry-Bowers 
Dean of the School 

and 

Alexa Curtis 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and 
Faculty Development 

Formal  Conferral  of 
Doc toral  Degrees  

 

Rev. Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J. 
President of the University 

Salutation to  the Graduates 
Rev. Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J. 
President of the University 

B enedic tion 
Angélica Quiñónez 
Director of University Ministry 

Recessional  
“Crown Imperial” by Sir William Walton

Program
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2023 Nursing  and Health  Profess ions  Candidates  

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 
Chikanma Phebian Adelaiye*** 
Isabel Magdalena Aguilar 
Yalda Ahmadzai* 
Lupa Akther* 
Joselyn Marie Alvarez 
Christopher Andrew Anderson** 
Rendhelmorr Gonzales Anicete* 
Martina Ricasata Arellano* 
Sartaj Singh Bains 
Michael Todd Edvin Bang-Knudsen 
Kori Elaine Barber 
Heavenlie Lorena Bazan*** 
Taylene E. Bristle 
Nicholas Jordan Brown*** 
Frances Keana Buenbrazo*** 
Madeline Phuong Quynh Bui* 
Eun Hye Bush*** 
Ashley Marie Calvin 
Matthew Devera Camacho*** 
Iya Mari Carino* 
Anthony Castellanos 
Jenna Marie Chapman** 
Chloe Chen*** 
Lyndsey Childs 
Renee Tenette Cho* 
Nalini Clark 
Madison Ryanne Croisant 
Jona Victoria Garcia Cruz* 
Heather Esther Csontos 
Erika Mae De Guzman*** 
Isabella Dizon de Leon*** 
Edric Matthew De Mesa 
Kimberly La Rosa Del Prado*** 
Jenae N. DiGennaro*** 
Lian Elizabeth Duffy 
Julia Rose Esquejo*** 

Matthew Franklin 
Tresa Jane Galley*** 
Helina Bisrat Getachew 
Erika Catalina Gomez 
Callan Paris Grah 
Kristina Marie Hanton* 
Karina Herrera Diaz* 
Kelsi Marie Holt 
Korrie Houe 
Ramsey Hsu** 
Sabrina Huerta*** 
Sandeep Kaur Hundal* 
Megan Cassandra Huster*** 
Sarang Hwang*** 
Alani Jade Intengan 
Jessica Jafari 
Gabriella Nicole Jones*** 
Franklin A. Junio 
Savannah Jade Jusinski** 
Ravleen Kaur 
Katherine Clare Kelly** 
Alexsi Sarahny Khuon 
Grace Minyoung Kim*** 
Megan Grae Kinsman 
Steven Danny Kivetos 
Nicole Jun Knudtson** 
Josephine Ye-lim Kwon* 
Joseph Douglas Laughlin 
Leo Lavie 
Alayna Maree Iñigo Lawler 
Michelle R. Lazark 
Stephen Jiayao Lee 
Andrew Stephen Lehmann 
Jalilah Les** 
Samantha Kristen Lim-Seldner 
Eureka Rose Llentic*



CO M M E N C E M E N T 2 02 3   6

2023 Nursing  and Health  Profess ions  Candidates

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING (continued)
Crystal Maikoo Lo 
Benjamin Stewart Lolly-Wilson 
Guadalupe Lopez Hernandez* 
Gerberth Lopez Mendez 
Jazmine Jeanette Lopez** 
Kyle Lopez 
Ash Layne Lumpkin*** 
Cindy Luu* 
Damarah Tricia Rubio Madriaga 
Anshu Malla*** 
Angela Noelle Macandog Martires 
Alexander Marquis Mayo-Carter* 
Kathleen Diana McGuire** 
Hossana Bekalu Mekonnen* 
Lauren Deanna Mendez 
Mona Mirzaie 
Jonalyn Cruz Montero 
Ramiel Javin Manaloto Naluz* 
Daisy Nava Trigueros* 
Jade Nazareno* 
Catherine Jane Nelson-Smith 
Justin T. Ngo* 
Jordan Nguyen** 
Vivian Le Nguyen** 
Siema Noor 
Paige Geneva Nordquist*** 
Bethany Michelle O'Campo 
Cortney Emma Obermeier 
Raksha Oli** 
Yliza Kimozave Ortiz*** 
Justin Chinlok Pang 
Timothy Lawrence Pasia 
Isaac Brandon Madarang Peralta* 
Vikky Delos Reyes-Binoya Pisciotta 
Samantha Renee Pruhsmeier** 
Sofia Bianca Mangune Punzalan** 

Melody Navarro Quezon 
Joanne Quinto** 
Madeline Elena Remedios Bernardo 
Matthew Ryan Rodocker 
Jesse Ruiz Torres 
Christine Marie Saadeh 
Kylie Liane Sam* 
Jasmin Sanchez Hernandez 
Lyka Audrey Sarmiento* 
Joanne Viloria Savet* 
Olivia Marie Jaclyn Schaub* 
Jessica Kim Schumann 
Zoie Kaylee Smith 
Deniris Soto* 
Elijah Jaylene Stanley 
Angelica Mae Lynne Bautista Tadeo 
Brandon Valentin Tam 
Andrea Ya Leng Tan 
Rashmi Thajali* 
Samprada Thapa* 
Shabnam Tutakhil 
Charinah Menez Ubaldo 
Josue Francisco Valdez*** 
Arielle Waje Valera** 
Sarah Janette Velez-Maldonado 
Lucille Viscardi 
Summer Wahab* 
Ifeoma Esther Willis*** 
Kaitlyn Emily Winters 
Bibi Wong 
Jazmin Star Yanez 
Huishan Sandy Yang*** 
Kayla Shin-Shin Yang** 
Vivian Yuen* 
Denny J. Zhang***
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2023 Nursing  and Health  Profess ions  Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
Gwendolyn Monica Hoff Anderson 
Lanna Nichole Anderson 
Rubina Safdarhussain Bukhari 
Nanci Chavarria Villa 
Ivanna Aliz Chavez 
Sara Ann Cortez 
Destinee Alexis Cruz 
Monique Joyce de Villa 
Mikayla Ann Ellis 
Maria Allesandra April Elsasser 
Keandra Louise Franklin 
Jezabel Galvan 
Reina Esmeralda Garay Solis 
Camina Rose Gillotti 
Jillian Grialou 
Morgan Mackey Hendricks 
Catherine Anne Hill 
Duy Nhan Thi Ho 
Estefania Huerta 
Zain Hussain 
Fatmata Kula Jah 
Aliza Khan 
Erika Lissette Lopez 
Timothy Louie Lu 
Gabriella Elena Wong Mace 
Erika M. Madera 
Aelita Matosova 
Saoirse Marie McCormack 
Katie Nathalie Morataya-Picazo 
John Nestler S. Mugol 
Reanna Sue Murthy 
Roma Nicolette Nawy 
Nguyen Cao Thao Nguyen 
Phuong-Quynh Hoang Nguyen 
Brianna Padua 

Juan Pablo Mariano Palabrica 
Andrea Monique Parra 
Riya Rajendra Patel 
Elia Guadalupe Peralta Landeros 
Yvette Perez 
Cynthia Nicolette Pina 
Denicka Roselle Bustamante Posadas 
Suneha Sakshi Prakash 
Antonio Rodriguez 
Eduardo Rodriguez 
Adaline Kent Roll 
Gillian Sarah Rude 
Donna Marie Schuler 
Chance Konohia Kaleolani Scott 
Jennifer Pura Sebastian 
Noor Shahzad 
Yasmin Shamloo 
Wendelyn Joyce Sia 
Baljit Singh 
Darya Sinkevich 
Likang Te 
Sapana Thalal 
Sandra Guadalupe Torres 
Nhi Quynh Truong 
Carly Miyuki Tsuruda 
Raven Joyce Redaniel Uayan 
Honorine Uwimana 
Case van der Burg 
Jason Bryan Villavicencio 
Fauzia Waqar 
Jenny Wheeler 
Quinci Sadé Woods 
Gregory Allen Zajac 
Gloria Zavala Perez 
Josephine Zheng
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2023 Nursing  and Health  Profess ions  Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Clinical  Psycholog y 
Ella Grete Anderson 
Elsie Alexandra Arias 
Margaret Berkemeyer 
Keerat Sidhu Bhatti 
Renee Borges 
Tayari LaVan Carter 
Jason R. David 

Savannah Mae Miller 
Tahra Chaunice Nobles 
Brianna Josefine Ortega 
Augustine Ryan Provencio 
Umadevi Ramesh 
Belinda Yiru Zhang 

Digital  Health  Informatics  
Swarnakumari Battu 
Neha Bhasin 
Carmen Chan 

Priyanka Deepak Lapshetwar 
Agnes Lokyi Li
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2023 Nursing  and Health  Profess ions  Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 
Abigail Ann Abella 
Maram Abuzahriyeh 
Guadalupe Sierra Arroyo 
Mayra Alexandra Conejo 
Maia Elyse Baglin 
Edward Lee Barraza 
Kearra Barretto 
Emily Ann Beck 
Norberto Benitez 
Cyntia Boter 
Oscar Jonathan Castillo 
Breanna Marie Cates 
Gisselle Julianna Vera Chairez 
Refugio Yorlet Cisneros 
Catriona Eilise Clohessy 
Ivy Elizabeth Cruz 
Mary Grace Bobiles Daria 
Jennifer Garcia Domingo 
Nicole Ellsworth 
Tristan Eloise 
Dennisse Espinoza 
Tracy Anne Esposo 
Ericson Alvin Fernando 
Hannah A. Franzwa 
Celeste Marlene Galindo 
Adriana Fabiola Garcia Alonso 
Andrea Del Rosario Garcia 
Gabriella Alisz Garcia 
Steven William Garcia 
Jazmin Garduno 
Lea Francisco Garin 
Rediet Abebe Gebremichael 
Yasamin Ghanivand 
Trineca Rashanikka-Nikima Godfrey 

Maria Gonzalez 
Deborah Christine Grant 
Russell Hall 
Roy Vincent Harrington 
Monica Heredia 
Uyen Hoang 
Andrea Marie Huntsinger 
Colleen Cervantes Ildefonso 
Lisa Maria James 
Whitney MacRae Hooks 
Sandip Kaur 
Sophia Mariko Kawada 
Bo Mi Kim 
Erica Kim 
Stephanie Seulgi Kim 
See Wai Kong 
Jane Yeonji Kwak 
Jeramie Muya Laurio 
Melina Lauren Lavarro 
Melissa Law 
Vivian Lei 
Andrea Cruz Leomo 
Desiree Patricia Long 
Esther Atilola Lowe 
Kimberly D. Masse 
Elizabeth Rose Maykel 
Caroline Mehta 
Teela Sade Miller Buford 
Natali Montoya 
Roshni Nagarajan 
Evelyn Marie Ndaki 
Matthew Tze-Hang Ng 
Amy Nguyen 
Huong Nguyen
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GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING (continued)
Linda Nguyen
Rick Kieu Nguyen
Thu Thao Thi Nguyen
Jowel Edward Balbastro Ochoa
Rosa Yazmin Paniagua
Jacqueline Michelle Wong
Monica Patricia Rabago Moreno
Daniela Michel Ramos Lopez
Nicole Razi
Angelica Reveles
Lizeth Rosales
Mary Jane Bolosan Sagabaen
Ashley Nicole Gregorio Samson
Camila Adriana Sanchez
Brooke Sheck
Joselyn Lee Silverman
Anjali Kumari Singh
Maria Gracia Bacalzo Skallet
Emily Fay Stammer
Anne Rochelle Taco

Rahwa Teklehaimanot
Lenora Thompson
Ameerah Prescilla Tolentino
Raquel Monique Toscano
Daniel Tran
Mary Kim Anh Tran
Efrain Perez Trujillo
Destinee Taylor Unabia
Shirley B. Varela
Nicholas Parkin Waran
Veronica Lee Williams
Alyssa Jeanne Willsher
Cynthia May Wong
Jason Wong
Benjamin Jlopleh Worji
Eun Hey Gracie Yoon
Kiana Danielle Younesi
Suzhen Zhou
Nancy Zhu

2023 Nursing  and Health  Profess ions  Candidates
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2023 Nursing  and Health  Profess ions  Candidates

DOCTORAL DEGREES 
DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE 
Adekemi Temitope Adedipe 
Stella Sarumathi Antony 
Harkirat Kaur Bajwa 
Daniel Kirk Cadaret 
MariaElena Falcon 
Winnie Njagi Kagendo 
Jennifer May Lieu 
Emiko Maruri 
Christine Ann McGahey 
Dorinda Ancheta Mercado 

Dede Mihedji 
Sejal Naik 
Julia Leanne Newell 
Summer Renae Parrish 
Kiera Paulo 
Ingrid Jane Renwanz 
MacDana Seleçon 
Chibuogwu Esther Ugbana-Ogbuka 
Oke Augustine Umeugoji 
Akudo Udodiri Unanwa 

DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY 
Juliene Grace Palomar Fresnedi 
Natalia Angelique Giles 
Devin Anita Hallquist 
Cristian Anthony Lemus 
Everardo Leon 

Madeleine Elizabeth Marcus 
Tasha-Gaye McKenzie 
Luisalfredo Plascencia 
Elizabeth Paola Rivera Morazán 
Jennifer M. Zanoli
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Honors  and Candidacy 

UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT HONORS 

University  Honors 
* Cum Laude  ** Magna Cum Laude *** Summa Cum Laude 

To be considered for University Honors, undergraduate candidates must have completed at least 60 
credits of academic course work graded “A” through “F” at the University of San Francisco and have 
a minimum USF grade point average of: 

 • 3.85 for Summa Cum Laude 
• 3.75 for Magna Cum Laude 
• 3.50 for Cum Laude 

School  of  Nursing and Health  Professions Honors  
To be considered for School of Nursing and Health Professions Honors (designated with a ❖), under 
graduate candidates must have a minimum USF grade point average of 3.5. 

-

Candidac y 
Candidacy for degrees and academic honors is based on a preliminary review of the academic records 
of students petitioning for graduation in the respective term. Degrees and honors are considered official 
when all grades are received and all requirements for degree fulfillment and/or honors are met. Some 
students listed as candidates may already have been notified that they have met all requirements, but, 
because of printing deadlines, are listed here as candidates.
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Honorar y  Degree 

FREDERICK JAMES ANGULO, DVM, PH.D. 
LEAD, SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS, TICK-BORNE 

AND ENTERIC DISEASES, PFIZER VACCINES 

Brilliant epidemiologist whose leadership and pivotal contributions led to the rapid development of a 
COVID-19 vaccine that saved hundreds of millions of lives. Powerful voice for public health policy to be 

recognized universally as a social justice issue. Exemplary alumnus and compassionate man for others 
who uses his distinguished professional platform, expansive global network, and interdisciplinary expertise 

to build a better world. Passionate advocate for all God’s creatures. 

Dr. Frederick Angulo may have saved your life – and the lives of your vaccinated families, friends, and neighbors. 
As the lead clinical epidemiologist at Pfizer, his crucial knowledge and unparalleled work ethic contributed to the 
rapid development of the pharmaceutical giant’s lifesaving COVID-19 vaccine. As Dr. Angulo has explained, a 
comparable vaccine typically would have taken eight years to develop. Instead, Pfizer invested millions of dollars 
upfront to give forward-thinking scientists like him full control of the process to expedite the vaccine’s development. 
Rather than wait for each step to be finalized and approved, everything was done in parallel. His team worked with 
others around the clock and across the globe with a shared mantra – “trust the science.” They accomplished the 
improbable in record time and hundreds of millions of lives have been saved by their COVID-19 vaccine. His 
enlightened perspective on infectious disease outbreaks is underpinned by his deep-seated belief that “we are 
only as healthy as everyone else because we live in a global health community.” 

As a medical epidemiologist trained in veterinary medicine and public health, Dr. Angulo held high-profile scientific 
and leadership positions related to food safety, anti-microbial resistance, and global health during his nearly three 
decades with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. He directed the CDC’s Global Disease Detection 
program and worked on major infectious disease outbreaks, including the 2010 Cholera outbreak in Haiti and the 
2014 Ebola epidemic in West Africa. After retiring from the CDC in 2019, Pfizer immediately recruited him. He never 
imagined when he graduated from this university that, several degrees and four decades later, he would work on a 
lifesaving vaccine to combat the worst pandemic in his lifetime. 

Dr. Angulo, who attended USF on an ROTC scholarship, credits USF for the strong grounding in science he received 
on campus, where he earned undergraduate and master’s degrees in biology. That foundation prepared him for 
the vital work that has shaped his career. He also owes this university a great debt because he met the love of his 
life here, Ann Moriarty-Angulo ’80, who is now an oncology nurse.  

In high school, Dr. Angulo planned to be a large-animal veterinarian. His grandparents owned a cattle ranch in 
Northern California, where he worked many summers. When he enrolled in the UC Davis veterinary school, he was 
intrigued by a favorite professor’s research into connecting human medicine and veterinary medicine. By then his 
passion for animal care had morphed into a desire to care for all species, including human. He earned a master’s in 
public health along with his veterinary degree. He served in the U.S. Army in Europe, where he led veterinary units 
and studied biological threats. After he left the service, he earned a Ph.D. in epidemiology from UCLA.  

Dr. Angulo’s contributions to his field as a visionary medical epidemiologist, exceptional researcher, and 
compassionate public health leader are immeasurable. He has published more than 200 scholarly articles in peer-
reviewed journals. His embrace of every new challenge demonstrates to our graduates that the path of the Ignatian 
principle of the Magis is also one of immeasurable personal fulfillment. He has said, “Science and public health 
as a career is extremely satisfying because you’re always working on social justice issues.” 

That all may know of our great esteem for Dr. Angulo as an extraordinary alumnus, and our tremendous pride in 
his professional dedication and personal commitment to anticipate, combat, and contain disease outbreaks, and for 
his steadfast advocacy for equality in the delivery of care to the global community, the University of San Francisco 
does, therefore, confer upon Dr. Frederick James Angulo the degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, with 
all the rights and privileges pertaining thereunto, given this fifteenth day of December, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand and twenty-three, and of the University, the hundred and sixty-eighth, in San Francisco, California.
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Professional  Doctoral  Projects  

SCHOOL OF NURSING AND HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS DOCTORAL PROJECTS 
The following is a listing of Doctor of Nursing Practice projects completed during the 2023-2024 
academic year. The assisting faculty member’s name is listed below the candidate’s name. 

Doc tor  of  Nursing Prac tice  

Implementing an African American Cultural 
Awareness Program for Skilled Nursing Facility 
Staff 

Adekemi Temitope Adedipe 
DR. ELENA CAPELLA 

Community Health Worker Certification 
Program—Motivational Interview, Advocacy, 
Communication and Conflict Resolution 

Stella Sarumathi Antony 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Mindfulness Based Self Care Toolkit for 
Psychiatric Healthcare Staff 

Harkirat Kaur Bajwa 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Rural Street Nursing: Opportunities for Improving 
Health Outcomes Among Unhoused Persons 

Daniel Kirk Cadaret 
DR. ALEXA CURTIS 

Supporting Mental Health in Adolescents by 
Providing Basic Skills and Knowledge of Mental 
Health to Middle School Teachers 

MariaElena Falcon 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Screening for Uterine Fibroids in Black Women 

Winnie Njagi Kagendo 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Importance of Food Insecurity Screening in 
the Outpatient Clinical Setting 

Jennifer May Lieu 
DR. JO LOOMIS 

Implementation of a Community Health 
Worker (CHW) Training Program to Improve 
Birth Outcomes 

Emiko Maruri 
DR. JO LOOMIS 

Beyond the Physical Injury: A Proactive 
Approach to Mental Health Recovery 

Christine Ann McGahey 
DR. FRANCINE SERAFIN-DICKSON 

Environmental and Occupational Health Risks: 
Educating Undergraduate (ADN-BSN) Nursing 
Students for Safer Practice 

Dorinda Ancheta Mercado 
DR. FRANCINE SERAFIN-DICKSON 

Implementation of a Depression Screening Tool 
for Provider Use in Hysterectomy Patients 

Dede Mihedji 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Developing and Implementing an Infection 
Prevention Practice Fellowship Program 

Sejal Naik 
DR. FRANCINE SERAFIN-DICKSON 

Educating Community Health Workers on the 
Management of Chronic Diseases in Pediatrics 

Julia Leanne Newell 
DR. JOSHUA CLEARY
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SCHOOL OF NURSING AND HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS DOCTORAL PROJECTS
The following is a listing of Doctor of Nursing Practice projects completed during the 2023-2024 
academic year. The assisting faculty member’s name is listed below the candidate’s name.

Doc tor  of  Nursing Prac tice 
(continued)

Black Infant and Maternal Disparities Assert 
Culturally Sensitive Education for Healthcare 
Providers Is a Vital Intervention: A Quality 
Improvement Project 

Summer Renae Parrish 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

A Quality Improvement Project on Anxiety 
Management Before Ketamine-Assisted 
Psychotherapy 

 

Kiera Paulo 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Strategies to Reduce Chronic Disease: 
Adding Role to Community Health Workers 

Ingrid Jane Renwanz 
DR. JULI MAXWORTHY 

Implementation of Implicit Bias Training in 
a Doctor of Nurse Practitioner Program 

MacDana Seleçon 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Reducing 30-Day Psychiatric Inpatient Hospital 
Readmission Among Mentally Ill Homeless Men 
with Substance Use Disorder by using a Discharge 
Checklist 

Chibuogwu Esther Ugbana-Ogbuka 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Implementation of Fast-Track Triage Process 
to Improve Ambulance Patient Offloading Time 
(APOT) in a Psychiatric Emergency Services 
(PES) Unit. (A Case Study of John George 
Psychiatric Emergency Services). 

Oke Augustine Umeugoji 
DR. TRINETTE RADASA 

Improving Health Outcomes Among Patients 
with CHF through Implementation of Telehealth 
Depression Screening and CHF Symptom 
Management 

Akudo Udodiri Unanwa 
DR. ALEXA CURTIS

Professional  Doctoral  Projects
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Disser tations 

SCHOOL OF NURSING AND HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS DISSERTATIONS 
The following is a listing of Doctor of Psychology dissertations completed during the 2023-2024 
academic year. The assisting faculty member’s name is listed below the candidate’s name. 

Doc tor  of  Psycholog y 

Understanding Filipino Wellness: Investigating 
the Effects of Colonial Mentality and Enculturation 

Juliene Grace Palomar Fresnedi 
DR. MICHELLE MONTAGNO 

Experiences of Black American Millennials: 
A Qualitative Study of Internalized and Externalized 
Coping in the Face of Racial Trauma 

Natalia Angelique Giles 
DR. ALETTE COBLE-TEMPLE 

The Mental Health of First-Generation College 
Students of Color 

Devin Anita Hallquist 
DR. MICHELLE MONTAGNO 

Understanding the Lived Experiences of Ethnic 
Racial Minority Former Foster Youth Who Identify 
as Queer 

-

Cristian Anthony Lemus 
DR. DELLANIRA GARCIA 

The Effectiveness of Interventions to Increase 
Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) Adherence Among 
Latinx Men Who Have Sex with Men (MSM) 
with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) in 
the United States: A Systematic Review 

Everardo Leon 
DR. DELLANIRA GARCIA 

Mental Health and Experiences of Pregnancy 
Among Black Women and Birthing People with 
Type 1 Diabetes (T1D) 

Madeleine Elizabeth Marcus 
DR. MICHELLE MONTAGNO 

The Association between Psychotic Symptoms 
and Romantic Relationship Quality among 
Young Adult Ethnic Minorities 

Tasha-Gaye McKenzie 
DR. DAVID MARTINEZ 

The Grindr Complex: The Behavioral Health 
Impact of Sexual Racism on Latinx Men Who 
Have Sex with Men 

Luisalfredo Plascencia 
DR. MICHELLE MONTAGNO 

Working with Other Immigrants Brings the Parts 
That I Lost Back To Me: The Experiences of Latin 
American Immigrant Therapists Working with 
Latin American Immigrant Populations 

Elizabeth Paola Rivera Morazán 
DR. MICHELLE MONTAGNO 

The Effects of Acculturation, Marianismo, 
and Religiosity on Pregnancy Related Anxiety 
in Latina Women 

Jennifer M. Zanoli 
DR. RICK FERM



17  |   CO M M E N C E M E N T 2 02 3

Student  Achievements  

SCHOOL OF NURSING AND HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS STUDENT AWARDS 

Pam B unnel l  CN L 
E xcel lence Award 
Pam Bunnell forged a fifty-year career in nursing 
and nursing education. She had a passion for the 
CNL role and was instrumental in developing the 
MSN program at USF. Pam had a gift for passing 
her passion for the CNL role to her students, other 
faculty, and practicing nurses and managers. 
The purpose of this award is to honor a graduating 
Master’s Entry MSN student who shared Pam’s 
passion for the role and who was instrumental in 
advocating for the implementation of the role in 
health care settings. This certificate is awarded to: 

Emily Ann Beck 

Dean’s  Medal  for  Promoting 
Professional ism 
A bronze medal, awarded to the graduating 
students who have contributed most to promoting 
professionalism among the students in the School 
of Nursing and Health Professions, is awarded to: 

Neha Bhasin 
Monique Joyce de Villa  
See Wai Kong  
Everardo Leon 
Damarah Tricia Rubio Madriaga 
Kathleen Diana McGuire 
Yliza Kimozave Ortiz  
MacDana Seleçon 
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Student  Achievements

SCHOOL OF NURSING AND HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS HONOR SOCIETIES 

Alpha Sigma Nu (ΑΣΝ) 
Alpha Sigma Nu is the national Jesuit Honor Society 
organized to honor students who have distinguished 
themselves in scholarship, service and loyalty to 
the University. Graduating members are: 

Paige Geneva Nordquist 

Honors Col lege Scholars  
The Honors College provides exceptional 
undergraduate students with a rigorous and 
transformative education grounded in the arts 
and humanities. Through interdisciplinary inquiry, 
community engagement, and independent 
research, Honors College Scholars broaden their 
intellectual perspectives and develop a sense of 
ethical responsibility as global citizens. Graduating 
students are: 

Jona Victoria Garcia Cruz
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School  of  Nursing  and Health  Profess ions  Notes  

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NURSING 
PIN AND LILAC CORD 
Each School of Nursing and Health Professions has a unique pin that is given to graduates of the spe
cific nursing program. The pin serves to identify the School of Nursing and Health Professions no mat
ter where the nurse may practice in the world. 

 -
 -

The University of San Francisco School of Nursing and Health Professions pin represents three impor
tant traditions for our graduates. The three traditions include the Sisters of Mercy, the Jesuits and the 
University of San Francisco. 

 -

The Sisters of Mercy are represented by the Mercy Crest and the year “1954.” The year is when St. 
Mary’s Hospital School of Nursing, a diploma program, in conjunction with the University of San Fran 
cisco merged together and began to offer a baccalaureate degree in Nursing (BSN). Sister Mary Beata 
Baumann, S.M. was the founding dean for the School of Nursing. Today the School of Nursing and 
Health Professions is the only school at USF to offer a baccalaureate degree, a master degree, and a 
doctoral degree. 

-

The Jesuit community is represented by the Ignatian crest. The Ignatian crest represents 
St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits. The initials A.M.D.G. stand for “Ad Majorem Dei Glo
riam” which translates into “For the greater glory of God.” 

 -

The University of San Francisco is represented by the USF crest. This represents the rich multicultural 
environment of the University and the city of San Francisco where the School of Nursing and Health 
Professions provides service for all people. 

The lilac cord signifies membership in Sigma Theta Tau, the Nursing Honor Society.



T he colorful attire worn by the graduates, the faculty, and officers of the University on the 
occasion of these Commencement Exercises has historic roots in medieval times. Dressed as 

they are in cap and gown, the graduates and their professors form part of a long tradition which 
dates back to Paris and Bologna, to Oxford and Cambridge in the days of their Catholic glory. 

The precise origins of the several parts of the academic garb are not easy to discover. However, 
since medieval students enjoyed the status of clerics during their university years, one is hardly far 
wrong in asserting that their attire found its inspiration in the clerical dress of medieval times. The 
gown seems to be an adaptation of the robe of friar or priest; the hood, of the monk’s or friar’s cowl; 
and the mortarboard cap of today, the end product of curious evolution, recalls the skull cap of days 
when tonsured heads needed protection against the drafts of medieval classrooms. 

Academic attire began to appear quite  generally on United States campuses in the late 1890s. 
Since that time, its use has become universal for solemn university functions, and its pattern highly 
uniform. 

THE GOWN 
The gowns are three in number and styling. That of the bachelor is a yoked, closed-front garment, 
with long, pointed sleeves; that of the master is cut to be worn open front, its sleeves are long and 
closed, slit cut just above the elbow to allow the forearm to protrude; the gown of the doctor is also 
worn open and has full bell–shaped sleeves. Only the doctor’s gown is trimmed—with velvet panels 
down the front and three velvet bars on each sleeve. 

Though black velvet is proper trimming for all doctor gowns, the color and material of the panels 
and sleeve bars is often varied in order to indicate the faculty which granted the wearer’s degree; 
dark blue for Philosophy (PHD); light blue for Education (EDD); white for Arts and Letters (LITTD); 
gold-yellow for Science (SCD); orange for Engineering (ENGD, DCE); purple for Law (LLD, DCL, JD, JUD, 
JCD); green for Medicine (MD); scarlet for Theology (STD, DD). 

THE HOOD 
The hood at first seems to have been worn over the head and was attached to the gown. When the 
skull cap was introduced, the hood was retained, but detached and worn much as it is today. Each 
degree (bachelor, master, doctor) has a right to a hood, which varies in length and, in the case of the 
doctor’s, also in pattern. The bachelor’s hood is three feet long; the master’s hood, three and 
one-half; the doctor’s hood, four, with wide panels on either side. 

The color or colors with which the hood is lined are those of the college or university that granted 
the wearer’s degree-for example, the University of San Francisco is known by the gold chevron on 
the field of Kelly green. The colored velvet binding or edging of the hood, in different widths for 
bachelor, master, doctor, is a key to the faculty granting the degree. The velvet colors include white 
for Arts, gold-yellow for Science, drab for Business, apricot for Nursing, light blue for Education, 
royal blue for Nonprofit Administration, peacock blue for Public Administration, scarlet for Theology, 
purple for Law, and so forth.  

THE C AP 
The mortar board has become the universally accepted style in United States colleges and universities. 
Many European institutions still retain distinctive forms of academic headdress—for example, the 
University of London’s tam-o-shanter cap. 

The doctor, following graduation, has the right to wear a gold tassel on the mortar board; black, 
however, is perfectly proper and perhaps more common.



To view or download a digital version of this 
commencement program, please scan:
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