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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE 
UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO

mission
Since 1855, the University of San Francisco has dedicated itself to offering a daring and dynamic liberal 
arts education in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. As a community, we empower and hold accountable 
our students, faculty, librarians, staff, administrators, alumni, and community partners to be persons 
for and with others, to care for our common home, including the native lands on which our campuses 
reside, and to promote the common good by critically, thoughtfully, and innovatively addressing 
inequities to create a more humane and just world.

We seek to live USF’s Mission by nurturing a diverse, ever-expanding community where persons of 
all races and ethnicities, religions, sexual orientations, genders, generations, abilities, nationalities, 
occupations, and socioeconomic backgrounds are honored and accompanied. We are committed to 
educating hearts and minds to cultivate the full, integral development of each person and all persons; 
pursuing learning as a lifelong humanizing and liberating social activity; and advancing excellence as 
the standard for teaching, scholarship, creative expression, and service. Inspired by a faith that does 
justice, we strive to humbly and responsibly engage with, and contribute to, the cultural, intellectual, 
economic and spiritual gifts and talents of the San Francisco Bay Area and the global communities 
to which we belong.

Approved by the Board of Trustees, September 24, 2021.



164th Annual  Commencement  Exercises

UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO
SCHOOL OF L AW

MAY 20,  2023 ,  3 :00 PM

Today,  the Universi t y  welcomes you — the graduates and candidates 

of  the c lasses of  202 3      — into the rank s of  the proud a lumni  of  the 

Universi t y  of  San Francisco.

We also welcome your  famil ies  and f r iends to  the ce lebrat ion ,  mindful 

and appreciat ive  of  the ir  contr ibution to  your  achievement ,  through 

their  suppor t ,  sacr i f ice ,  and encouragement .

The University of San Francisco has made every at tempt to include in this program al l  persons deserving 

of recognition . I f  there have been any errors or omissions , please accept our s incerest apologies . 
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Program

ORDER OF CEREMONY

Procession
The University Mace
The University Commencement Marshals
The Class of 2023
The Faculty of the School of Law 
Members of the Law Society Board 
 of Governors
Members of the Law Society Board 
 of Counselors 
The Student Speaker
The Dean of the School of Law
The University Leadership Team 
The Members of the University Board 
 of Trustees
The Honorary Degree Recipient and  
 Commencement Speaker
The President of the University

Prelude Processional
Baroque Ceremonial Music
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar

Opening of  Ceremonies
Chinyere Oparah
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs

National  Anthem
Donna L. Creasman
Associate Director for Administrative Services, 
School of Law

Invocation
Rev. DÓnal Godfrey, S.J.
University Chaplain

Of ficial  Opening of  the Ceremony
Member, Board of Trustees

Master  of  Ceremonies
Chinyere Oparah
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs

Remark s from the Dean
Susan A. Freiwald
Dean and Professor of Law
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Program

Remark s on B ehalf  of 
the Class  of  202 3
Brea Cinco Aguas

Presentation of  the  
Honorar y Degree
Susan A. Freiwald
Dean and Professor of Law

Recipient:
The Honorable Lucy Haeran Koh
U.S. District Court, Northern District of California

Commencement  Address
The Honorable Lucy Haeran Koh

Presentation of  Degrees 
and Conferral
Susan A. Freiwald
Dean and Professor of Law

and

Daniel Lathrope
E.L. Wiegand Distinguished Professor in Tax and  
Academic Director of the Graduate Tax Program

and

Constance de la Vega
Marshall P. Madison Professor of Law and 
Academic Director of International Programs

and

Jonathan Chu
Associate Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic and Bar Exam Success Program

Recessional
“Crown Imperial” by Sir William Walton
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2023 Candidates

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR 
Melody Nusheen Abazari
B.A., University of California, Irvine

Klarc Abrams ✶
B.S., San Diego State University

Eric Alido ✣
B.A., San Diego State University

Kit Anderson v
B.A., Bethel University

Sydney Baba
B.A., University of San Francisco

Simrun Bawa
B.A., University of San Francisco

Leslie Beaudin
B.A., University of the Pacific

Tess Beimler
B.S., Arizona State University

Taylor D. Berry
B.A., Santa Clara University

Melanie Besnilian
B.A., California State University, Northridge

Nathan Breall
B.A., Loyola Marymount University

Alyssa Carbonel Matsuhara
B.A., University of California, Irvine

Vanessa Carreno Alvarez
B.A., University of California, Davis

Madi Cassulo
B.A., California State University, Chico

Danielle Eden Castro Silva
B.A., University of California, Davis

Wendy Chao
B.A., University of California, Davis

Adena Chen
B.A., California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo

Nathan Christie
B.A., University of Washington

Brea Cinco Aguas
B.A., University of California, Davis 
M.A., University of San Francisco

Cherie Corona
B.S., University of the Philippines, Philippines

Gena Corona
B.A., University of California, Irvine

Simran Dhillon v
B.A., University of Houston

Allie Ferraro
B.A., Monmouth University

Christie Jane Fram
B.A., San Jose State University

Angela Garcia
B.S., University of California, Berkeley

Nicholas Gennaro
B.A., University of California, San Diego

Aram Gevandian
B.A., San Francisco State University

Camron Gharib
B.S., Oregon State University

Meghan Gleeson
B.A., Concordia University, Irvine

Rebecca Gonzalez 
B.A., University of California, Davis

Gilberto Nicolas González
B.A., University of San Francisco

Seaf Hartley
M.A., The University of St. Andrews, 
United Kingdom

Marisa Hedgpeth v
B.S., Oregon State University

Saleem Hirmandi ✣
B.S., Arizona State University

♦ July 2022 v December 2022 ✣ July 2023 ✶ December 2023
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2023 Candidates

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR 
Sophia Iams
B.S., University of Notre Dame 
M.S., University of Notre Dame

Armando Islas
B.S., University of California, San Diego

Jordan Lee Jaech
B.A., St. John’s University

Joty Jhaaj
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara

Darya Kaboli-Nejad
B.A., University of Oregon

Alison Kearney
B.A., Ohio State University

Ye Chit Ko
B.A., Santa Clara University

Derek LaForest
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara

Abner Lainez
B.S., Miami International University

Heather Larson
B.A., Mills College

Erlyn Lazaro
B.S., Northern Arizona University

Andrew Campbell Lee
B.S., University of California, Berkeley 
M.S., University of Washington 
Ph.D, Stanford University

Sophia Lennox
B.A., University of Washington 
M.S., DePaul University

Hubert Liu
B.A., University of California, Los Angeles

Katherine MacElhiney
B.F.A., Massachusetts College of Art

Leigh McBain
B.A., University of Redlands

Lauren McKinney
B.A., University of California, Berkeley 

Daniela Mendoza
B.A., University of California, Los Angeles

Johnny Merkley 
B.A., University of California, Berkeley

Anthony N. Morales
B.A., California State University, Dominguez Hills

Stephanie Moser
B.S., Santa Clara University

Erik Muller
B.S., California State University, East Bay

Joseph Nazzal
B.A., University of California, Davis

Rya Nelson
B.A., University of Arizona

Chelsea Olsen
B.A., University of California, Los Angeles

Wilson Orr
B.S., University of Oregon

Esteban Ortiz
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz

Amanda Outcalt
B.S., University of California, Davis

Ryan William Parker
B.A., University of Southern California

Heather Franco Philson
B.A., Sonoma State University

Katiuska Pimentel Vargas
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz

Breanna Pogue
B.A., California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo

Aaron Posner
B.S., California State University, Fresno

♦ July 2022 v December 2022 ✣ July 2023 ✶ December 2023
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2023 Candidates

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR 
Maddie Raiché
B.S., California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo

Nicole Marie Ramos
B.S., Chaminade University of Honolulu

Kirkman Ridd
B.A., University of Utah 
M.F.A., University of California, Los Angeles

Gabriel Rishwain
B.A., University of Washington, Seattle

John Robles
B.A., University of California, Davis

Batseba Rufael
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz

Mariam Saffarian
B.A., University of California, Berkeley

Mira Saleh
B.A., California State University, Monterey Bay

Allen Saylor
B.A., California State University, Chico

Tanner Shimek
B.A., University of Kansas

Nick Siamas
B.A., University of Southern California

Kristal Sinaj
B.A., University of Toronto, Canada

Kali Alnas Smiley
B.A., California State University, Sacramento 
B.S., California State University, Sacramento

Slater Stanley
B.A., New York University

Pierce Stanley
B.A., Columbia University

Gabrielle Sullera
B.A., University of California, Davis

Al Ujcic III
B.A., California State University, Chico 

Alyssa Vallero ✶
B.S., University of California, Santa Cruz

Alexandra Villalón
B.A., Macalester College

Kelsea Villanueva
B.A., University of San Francisco

Chase Wyatt
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR AND 
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Sterling Ameel
B.A., University of Texas, Austin

Luis Santiago Mendez Morales
B.S., University of the Pacific

♦ July 2022 v December 2022 ✣ July 2023 ✶ December 2023
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2023 Candidates

♦ July 2022 v December 2022 ✣ July 2023 ✶ December 2023

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES IN TAXATION
Zia Abedin v
B.S., City University of New York, Baruch College

Khalid M. Badawi
B.A., Applied Science University, Jordan

Ashley Bohi ✶
B.S., Old Dominion University

Mollie Caputo ✶
BB.A., Georgetown University

Zac Cielenski
B.S., Southern Illinois University

Emily Eberhart
B.A., Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Julia Ednie
B.A., University of Washington

Edwin Enechi
B.S., University of Benin, Nigeria

Faris Grabus ✶
B.S., University of Ljubljana, 
Faculty of Economics, Slovenia

Kris Hall
B.S., Brigham Young University, Idaho

Robert Jacques ♦
B.S., Boston College

Supriya Majumdar
M.B.A., EIILM, India 
BCOM, Calcutta University, India

Kelly Medico
B.S., Bentley University

Jacqueline Millar ✶
B.S., Fairfield University

Andrew Phillip Miller v
B.A., University of San Francisco 
M.A., San Francisco State University 

Thembi Mlalazi
B.S., University of Western Cape, South Africa 
M.A., University of Pretoria, South Africa 
B.A., University of South Africa, South Africa

Minh Nguyen
B.S., San Jose State University

Will Norling
B.A., San Francisco State University 
M.A., University of San Francisco

Lara Olms
B.A., Duale Hochschule Baden-Württemberg, 
Mannheim, Germany 
M.S., University of Liechtenstein, Liechtenstein 
LL.M., Vienna University of Economics and Business 
(WU), Austria

Robert Ramirez
B.A., University of California, Los Angeles

Jesus Rezza Valle
BB.A., Universidad Panamericana, Mexico 
M.B.A., EGADE Business School

Thaddeus Eli-Megameno
M.B.A., Midlands State University, Zimbabwe 
B.Com, Management College of Southern Africa, 
South Africa 
B.A., University of Namibia, Namibia

Scarlett Sotelo ✣
B.A., University of California, Los Angeles

Juan Felipe Suarez Piragauta
BB.A., Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Colombia

Priscilla Tsa ✶
B.A., University of Washington

Sandra Van De Walle ✶
BB.A., University of Houston 
M.B.A., University of Houston

Neal Walters ✶
B.S., Drake University
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2023 Candidates

♦ July 2022 v December 2022 ✣ July 2023 ✶ December 2023

DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS

Intel lec tual  Proper ty 
and Technolog y L aw
Gunta Bambäne
J.D., University of Latvia, Latvia 
Masters of Law, University of Latvia, Latvia 
M.S., University of Latvia, Latvia

Poonam Shamrao Deshmukh
LL.B., University of Mumbai, India

Takahiro Higa 
B.A., Tohoku University, Japan

Fatima Muhammad
LL.B., Usman Dan Fodio University, Nigeria

Weifeng Sun
B.E., Tongji University, China 
M.E., Southeast University, China

Rina Wada ✶
LL.B., University of International Business and 
Economics, China

International  Transac tions  
and Comparative L aw
Noemie Gerreth
LL.B., Oxford Brookes University, United Kingdom

Ann Njoki Kamunya
LL.B., Moi University, Kenya 
LL.B., University of London, United Kingdom

Piero Orlandin
JUDr., Charles University in Prague, 
Czech Republic

Thaís Siqueira
J.D., Catholic University of Pernambuco, Brazil 
LL.B., Catholic University of Pernambuco, Brazil 
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2023 Candidates

DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS
Taxation
Rogério Araújo ✣
B.A., Universidade Mackenzie, Brazil

Susana Casas Valencia
J.D., Universidad del Rosario, Colombia 
LL.M., Tilburg University, Netherlands

Nicole S. Chambers v
B.A., California State University, East Bay 
M.A., University of San Francisco 
J.D., John F. Kennedy University

Jonathan Michael Chew v
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz 
J.D., University of California College of the Law, 
San Francisco

Sean Cuccia v
B.A., California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo 
J.D., University of California College of the Law, 
San Francisco

Armando Daza
J.D., Universidad Externado de Colombia, Colombia

Jonathon Dean ✣ 
J.D., University of San Francisco 
M.S.T., California State University, Fullerton 
B.S., Rocky Mountain College

Cesar Gamez
M.A., Panamerican University, Mexico

David Jiménez
J.D., Universidad de los Andes, Colombia

Konrad Kleszczewski ✣
J.D., University of Warsaw, Poland 
Ph.D., University of Warmia and Mazury in 
Olsztyn, Poland

Kathryn Leung
B.A., University of Pennsylvania 
J.D., University of California College of the Law, 
San Francisco

Ernest Marais ♦
LL.B., University of Stellenbosch, South Africa 
B.Com, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa

Malick Mbai ✶
LL.B., University of Wolverhampton, United Kingdom 
LL.M, London Metropolitan University, 
United Kingdom 
BL, The Inns of Court School of Law, United Kingdom

Katherine Parker ✣
B.A., Wellesley College 
M.S., St. John's University 
J.D., University of California College of the Law, 
San Francisco

Julia Siewit v
B.A.,Suffolk University 
J.D., University of San Francisco

Matija Urankar ✶
M.A., University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 
LL.B., University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Law, Slovenia

♦ July 2022 v December 2022 ✣ July 2023 ✶ December 2023
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CANDIDACY
Candidacy for degrees and academic honors is based on a preliminary review of the academic records 
of students petitioning for graduation in the respective term. Degrees and honors are considered offi-
cial when all grades are received and all requirements for degree fulfillment and/or honors are met. 
Some students listed as candidates may already have been notified that they have met all requirements, 
but, because of printing deadlines, are listed here as candidates.

Candidacy
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Honorar y  Degree

THE HONORABLE LUCY HAERAN KOH
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT

Trailblazing jurist who demonstrates an unparalleled understanding of the legal complexities and privacy issues in 
today’s Digital Age. One of America’s top judicial minds whose legal opinions are grounded in intellectual rigor, solid 
factual evidence, and unwavering integrity.

The Honorable Lucy Haeran Koh made history in 2021 as the first Korean American woman to be elevated to the United 
States Court of Appeals. Judge Koh is recognized as a brilliant jurist with a profound commitment to safeguarding our 
constitutional rights and a lifelong dedication to public service. Her understanding of the legal complexities and privacy 
issues of today’s technology is extraordinary. Legal experts have lauded both her practical approach to the law and her 
ability to interpret how dated legal theories apply to modern problems. Her decisions in intellectual property cases have 
brought focus to challenging legal questions, dealing with both design and technology, and led to a manageable set of actions. 
Judge Koh brings to the bench a willingness to work with both the law and technology, and a well-honed, incisive mind.

Judge Koh holds herself and those who bring cases before her to the highest legal and ethical standards. In her 13 years 
on the bench, she has presided over nearly 300 trials and issued more than 3,000 written decisions in high-profile cases 
that involve cybersecurity, intellectual property, antitrust, and other complex subjects. Judge Koh’s technology-heavy case-
load has made her one of the most influential jurists in the Silicon Valley and beyond.  

In a landmark case, Judge Koh found that Google’s practice of “scanning user messages for advertising means” should 
be prohibited from student, governmental, and business email accounts. Google also was required to change its terms of 
service to ensure the transparency of the company’s scanning policies. Judge Koh has a well-deserved reputation for fairness 
and efficiency when judging 21st century issues. She is known to “get the Internet” in a way that many other judges do not. 

Prior to joining the bench, Judge Koh had a distinguished career in public service and private practice. After graduating 
from Harvard Law School, she served as a Women’s Law and Public Policy Fellow for the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee. 
She went on to work at the U.S. Department of Justice, first as special counsel for legislative affairs, next as a special 
assistant to the deputy attorney general, and finally as an assistant U.S. attorney for the Central District of California. In 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, she earned the FBI Director Louis J. Freeh Award for her successful prosecution of a $54 million 
securities fraud case. After first working on intellectual property cases in the U.S. Attorney’s Office, she further developed 
this expertise in private practice. Her broad scope of criminal and civil experience prepared her for the complexities of 
the Northern District of California and now as a U.S. Appellate Court judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Judge Koh’s honors include the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association’s Trailblazer Award and Women’s 
Leadership Award, the American Bar Association’s Mark T. Banner Award, and the California State Bar Intellectual Property 
Law Section’s Judiciary Award, among others.  

Judge Koh grew up in Mississippi, the child of immigrants, and today she fiercely advocates for making the legal profession 
more accessible and inclusive. She has observed that diversity on the bench serves not only to enhance confidence in the 
justice system, but also, “to reaffirm the American dream that anyone can aspire to become a judge.” Judge Koh and her 
husband, Justice Mariano Florentino-Cuéller, president of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and a former 
California Supreme Court justice, are the parents of two children.

Judge Koh graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University, and went on to Harvard Law School, where, while still 
a student, she assisted the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, represented Central American asylum seekers, and worked on 
issues for low-income tenants. She also assisted permanent residents with their naturalization applications. She was 
awarded the Irving R. Kaufman Public Service Fellowship as a graduating Harvard Law student who demonstrated great 
potential for an outstanding career ahead in public service. 

Throughout her career, she has been generous with her time, wisdom, and expertise. She is at the forefront of legal 
issues of vital importance to our graduates who will be practicing in the areas of technology, immigration, and criminal 
law as people for and with others.

That all may know of our great esteem for her as a judicial trailblazer for Korean American women and for her vital 
work on justice and respect for the rule of law in the Digital Age, the University does, therefore, confer upon the Honorable 
Lucy Haeran Koh the degree of Doctor of Humane letters, honoris causa, with all the rights and privileges pertaining 
thereunto, given this twentieth day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand and twenty-three, and of the University, 
the hundred and sixty-eighth, in San Francisco, California.
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Faculty  and Alumni  Awards

FACULTY AWARDS

John Adler  Distinguished 
Professor  Award
Presented annually by the graduates of the 
School of Law to the professor deemed to have 
contributed most significantly to the educational 
development of their students.

Jonathan Chu

The Hon .  I ra  A .  B rown 
Adjunc t  Faculty  Award
Named in memory of Hon. Ira Brown Jr. who 
inspired and enriched scores of students through-
out his many years of teaching.  Presented annu-
ally to the adjunct professors who bring the same 
quality, character, and dedication to the educa-
tion of our students.

Devin Kinyon '11

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARD

Academic Innovation Award
The Academic Innovation Award was created 
by the Provost and Vice President of Academic 
Affairs in order to recognize and celebrate one 
or more faculty, librarians and/or staff who have 
discovered and implemented innovative ways of 
serving students,  and/or advancing a more just, 
humane and sustainable world. Eligible projects 
may include academic and co-curricular programs, 
administrative systems, new technologies, start 
ups and research discoveries.

John Bansavich 
Office of Information and Technology Services

Major Robert Bozydaj 
School of Management

Insun He 
Office of Information and Technology Services

Eugene Kim ‘07 
School of Law

Sergeant Matthew Vogt 
School of Management
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Student  Achievements

STUDENT AWARDS

Andersen Tax Awards
This award is sponsored by Andersen Tax and 
is given to both a graduating J.D. student and a 
graduating LL.M. in Taxation student for superior 
academic performance and excellence in the tax 
curriculum and demonstrated commitment to 
the field.

LLM: Heidi Imsand (July 22) 
JD: Chelsea Olsen 

Student  Bar  A ssociation Award
Presented annually by the graduates of the 
School of Law to the graduating student who 
has contributed significantly to the character of 
the School of Law through outstanding service 
and leadership. 

Adena Chen

Academic E xcel lence Award
Presented to the graduating student who has 
made an extraordinary contribution to the intel-
lectual life of the School of Law.

Madi Cassulo

Pursuit  of  Justice  Award
Presented to the graduating student who best 
exemplifies the School of Law’s commitment 
to providing service to others in the pursuit of 
justice.

Heather Franco Philson

USF Pember ton Award for 
Achievement  in  L abor  and 
Employment  L aw
This award is sponsored by the American Bar 
Association’s Section of Labor and Employment 
Law and The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc. and 
is given to graduating law students each year 
based on their superior academic performance 
in the labor and employment law curriculum and 
their demonstrated commitment to the field.

Anthony N. Morales 
Gabriel Rishwain

ex aequo
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Special  Recognition

MCAULIFFE HONOR SOCIETY
Sydney Baba
Tessa Beimler
Alyssa Carbonel Matsuhara
Madi Cassulo
Nathan Christie
Cherie Corona
Allie Ferraro

Sophia Iams
Darya Kaboli-Nejad
Andrew Lee
Amanda Outcalt
Katiuska Pimentel Vargas
Kali Alnas Smiley

LAW REVIEW  BOARD OF EDITORS
Kali Alnas Smiley
Editor-in-Chief

Alyssa Carbonel Matsuhara
Managing Editor

Brea Cinco Aguas
Executive Editor

Kirkman Ridd 
Forum Editor

Vanessa Carreno Alvarez
Technical Editor

Nathan Christie
Articles Editor

Cherie Corona
Articles Editor

Gilberto Nicolas González
Comments Editor

Stephanie Moser
Comments Editor

Joseph Nazzal
Symposium Editor

BEST STUDENT NOTE AWARDS
Vanessa Carreno Alvarez, The Sour Reality of Copyright Infringement

Andrew Campbell Lee, Electronic Recording of Police Interrogations: Requirements, Motivations, Limitation, 
and Further Considerations
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY 
LAW JOURNAL  BOARD OF EDITORS
Pierce Stanley
Editor-in-Chief

Kristal Sinaj
Executive Editor

Adena Chen
Managing Editor

Nicholas Gennaro
Senior Articles Editor

Allen Saylor
Senior Articles Editor

Gabrielle Sullera
Senior Surveys Editor

MOOT COURT BOARD
Meghan Gleeson
Executive Director

John Robles
Competition Team Director

Hubert Liu
First Year Moot Court Director

Seaf Hartley
Advanced Moot Court Director

Eric Paul Alido
Development Director

Daniela Mendoza
Development Director

Amanda Outcalt
Development Director

Nick Siamas
Development Director

OFFICERS OF THE STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION
Sydney Baba
President

Jada Smith
Vice President

Annie Austrian
Treasurer

Cameron Freeman
Secretary 

GRADUATION COMMITTEE
Sydney Baba
Melanie Besnilian

Erlyn Lazaro

Special  Recognition
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BUSINESS LAW CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES
Tess Beimler
Alison Kearney

Ye Chit Ko
Joseph Nazzal

INTERNATIONAL AND COMPARATIVE LAW 
CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES
Sophia Lennox Lauren McKinney

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY 
LAW CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES
Melody Nusheen Abazari
Sydney Baba
Vanessa Carreno Alvarez
Adena Chen
Nicholas Gennaro
Camron Gharib
Meghan Gleeson
Derek LaForest
Stephanie Moser
Erik Muller
Katiuska Pimentel Vargas

Aaron Posner
Kirkman Ridd
Batseba Rufael
Mariam Saffarian
Kristal Sinaj
Allen Saylor
Pierce Stanley
Gabrielle Sullera
Chase Wyatt

Cer ti f icate  Programs
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Cer ti f icate  Programs

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW 
CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES
Anthony N. Morales Gabriel Rishwain

PUBLIC INTEREST LAW 
CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES
Melanie Besnilian
Danielle Eden Castro Silva
Wendy Chao
Jordan Lee Jaech

Nicole Marie Ramos
Slater Stanley
Kelsea Villanueva
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School  of  Law Faculty

Adam Abelkop
Director of the Legal Research, Writing & Analysis 
Program & Associate Professor of Legal Writing

John M. Adler
Professor Emeritus

William W. Bassett
Professor Emeritus

Lara Bazelon
Philip and Muriel Barnett Professor of Trial Advocacy, 
Director of Criminal and Juvenile Justice and Racial 
Justice Clinics, and Associate Dean for Faculty 
Scholarship 

Luke Boso
Associate Professor

Hon. Jeffrey S. Brand
Professor Emeritus

Jonathan Chu
Associate Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic and Bar Exam Success Program

Connie de la Vega
Professor and Academic Director of  
International Programs

John F. Denvir
Professor Emeritus

Reza Dibadj
Professor, Marshall P. Madison Chair

Peter J. Donnici
Professor Emeritus

Dolores A. Donovan
Professor Emerita

Hon. Lynn Duryee ’79
Visiting Professor

Jessica Fajfar LL.M. ’09
Director of Internet & IP Justice Clinic and 
Assistant Clinical Professor 

Amy Flynn ’04 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 
Professor and Director, Keta Taylor Colby 
Death Penalty Project

H. Jay Folberg
Professor Emeritus

Susan A. Freiwald
Dean and Professor

Jack I. Garvey
Professor Emeritus

Tristin Green
Professor

April Ham
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor

Joseph T. Henke
Professor Emeritus

Bill Ong Hing ’74 
Professor and Director, 
Immigration and Deportation Defense Clinic

Edith Ho
Professor of Legal Writing and Program Coordinator 
of the First Year Moot Court Program

Heidi Ho
Assistant Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic Support Program

Peter Jan Honigsberg
Professor Emeritus and Director, 
Witness to Guantanamo Project

Megan Hutchinson
Associate Professor of Legal Writing

Juan Carlos Ibarra
Visiting Professor

M. Timothy Iglesias
Professor Emeritus

Alice Kaswan
Professor

Charlie Nelson Keever
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney

Virginia Kelsh
Librarian Emerita and Director Emerita, 
Dorraine Zief Law Library

Eugene Kim ’07 
Professor of Legal Writing
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School  of  Law Faculty

Daniel Lathrope
E.L. Wiegand Distinguished Professor in Tax 
and Academic Director, Graduate Tax Program

Richard A. Leo
Hamill Family Chair of Law and Social Psychology

Matthew Liebman
Associate Professor and Chair of the Justice for 
Animals Program

Rhonda Magee
Professor and Director, Center for 
Contemplative Law & Ethics

Suzanne Mawhinney
Director of Zief Law Library, Research Librarian 
and Assistant Professor 

J. Thomas McCarthy
Professor Emeritus

Paul L. McKaskle
Professor Emeritus

Sharon A. Meadows
Professor Emerita

Ronald Micon
Professor Emeritus

Yohannes Moore
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney

Katie Moran ‘16
Associate Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic and Bar Exam Success Program

Suzanne Mounts
Professor Emerita

Michelle Muehe
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor

Michele Neitz
Visiting Professor

Julie Nice
Herbst Foundation Professor of Law

Maria L. Ontiveros
Professor

Nicole Phillips ‘15
Assistant Professor of Legal Writing

Bruce M. Price
Professor

C. Delos Putz
Professor Emeritus

Eldon H. Reiley
Professor Emeritus

Joshua D. Rosenberg
Professor

Lee Ryan
Professor Emerita and Librarian Emerita

Jacqueline Brown Scott
Supervising Attorney and 
Assistant Clinical Professor

Gabby Sergi
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney

John Shafer ‘86
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor

Steven F. Shatz
Professor Emeritus

Anne Sidwell
Assistant Professor and Director, 
Externship Programs

Michelle Travis
Professor

Jessica Vapnek
Visiting Professor

Monalisa Vu ’01 
Professor of Legal Writing and Co-Director of 
the Moot Court Program

Allison Wang
Director, Externship Programs and 
Associate Professor

Ryan Williams
Visiting Professor

Carol Wilson ’88 
Assistant Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic Support Program



24  |   CO M M E N C E M E N T 2 02 3

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
Susan Freiwald
Dean and Professor of Law

Amy Flynn 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and 
Professor

Lara Bazelon
Associate Dean, Faculty Scholarship

Stephanie Carlos
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs

Olivera Jovanovic
Assistant Dean, Enrollment Management

Esther Sprague 
Senior Director, Administration and Finance

Donna Creasman
Associate Director, Administrative Services

Elena Nielsen 
Special Assistant for the Deans

Niloufar Azadeh
Program Assistant, Student Affairs

ADMISSIONS AND FINANCIAL AID
Olivera Jovanovic
Assistant Dean, Enrollment Management

Alan Guerrero
Senior Director of Admissions and Financial Aid

Sindy Oliva 
Assistant Director of Admissions

Eufemia Aquino
Assistant Director of Financial Aid

Isela Gonzalez
Office Assistant

Kachyee Vang 
Office Assistant

CAREER SERVICES
Karren Shorofsky
Interim Director and Adjunct Professor

Vanessa Brown
Interim Associate Director

Lori Kidd
Associate Director

Hon. Sanya Hill Maxion (ret.)
Associate Director

Betsy Jacobo 
Recruitment Coordinator

DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI RELATIONS
Lea Wood 
Senior Director, Development and 
Alumni Relations

Julie Chernoff
Director of Alumni and Donor Relations 

Anna Tait 
Associate Director of Development

Elizabeth Verduzco
Office Assistant 

School  of  Law Administration
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School  of  Law Administration

FACULTY SERVICES
Julia Dunbar
Senior Director of Faculty and Academic Services 

Andrea Crawford 
Program Assistant 

Elizabeth Guzman de Anda 
Program Assistant 

LAW LIBRARY
Suzanne Mawhinney 
Director of the Law Library and 
Assistant Professor of Law 

John Shafer 
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor of Law

Shannon Burchard 
Head of Collection Services 

Michael Muehe 
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor

Chuck Marcus 
Research Librarian 

Stephanie Ando 
Library Assistant 

David (Troy) Cook 
Library Assistant 

Yuni’Kaikyo Hanover 
Library Assistant 

Randall Seder 
Library Assistant 

MARKETING PARTNER
Shelli Fyfe
Marketing Partner

REGISTRAR
Stephanie Darcy 
Law Registrar 

Andrew Palos 
Assistant Law Registrar 

Noah Jensvold
Office Assistant 

Danica Nacionales 
Office Assistant
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School  of  Law Administration

BLOCKCHAIN LAW FOR SOCIAL GOOD CENTER
EvÎn Cheikosman
Director

Hayley Anna
Program Assistant

PROGRAMS

Academic and Bar  E xam 
Success (AB E S)
Matt Ostrander
Program Coordinator

Co - Curr icular  Programs
Kenji Quijano
Director, Co-Curricular Programs and 
Academic Events

E x ternship Programs
Ciara Cassidy 
Program Assistant 

LL M and Master's  Programs
Olivera Jovanovic
Assistant Dean, Enrollment Management and 
Senior Director, LLM and Masters Programs

Julianne Cartwright Traylor 
Associate Director, International LLM, Visiting 
Scholar and Student Exchange Programs 

Margaret Mullane 
Assistant Director of LLM and Master’s Programs 

Golzar Ansari 
Program Coordinator 

Michael An
Program Assistant

L aw Cl inics
Heidi Tate
Director, Law Clinic Administration

Ciara Cassidy 
Program Assistant 

Immigration and Depor tation 
Defense Cl inic
Derek Elder 
Associate Attorney 

Nicole Gorney
Associate Attorney 

Johanna Vega Contreras 
Immigration Legal Fellow 

Michaela Sanchez 
Legal Fellow 

Vanessa Cerda
Program Assistant

Dulce Sixtos Martinez
Program Assistant 

Hector Jimenez 
Program Assistant 
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School  of  Law Adjunct  Faculty

Amir V. Adibi

Eric Anderson * 

Robert Arns ’75

Laurence A. Blau ’90 *

Thomas Brandi ’72

Don Carroll ‘63

Doris Cheng ‘98

Jerry Coleman

Sasha Cummings

Marin Dell * 

Michael Dergosits ’84

Christopher Dykes *

Roy Eisenhardt

Samuel Ernst

Marc Greenberg

Victoria Gu *

Jerome A. Hawkins ’16

Alexander Johnson ’18 *

Robert Kelley *

Devin Kinyon ’11

Cliff Kuehn ’10

Carol Langford ’86

Elinor Leary ’03

Ellen Leonida

Sebastian Letheule ’17

Frank Lindh 

Candis Mitchell

Everett Monroe ’14

Stephen Murphy ’01

Thomas Onda ’90

Erin O’Donnell ’00

Lisa Reinsberg

Danae Robinson ‘17

Lorenzo Robleto ‘14

Peter Rock *

Javier Salinas *

Lois Schwartz

Jennifer Sheridan

Karren Shorofsky

Paul Stam *

Kimberly Stanley *

Paul Tomita ’96

David Tsai

Jon Vaught *

Nathan Wadlinger *

Stephen L. Walker *

Matt White

Jacque Wilson

Davis G. Yee *

Eric Young *

Dana Zartner

* Graduate Tax Program
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School  of  Law Boards

LAW SOCIETY BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Sal Torres ’88, President

Matt Chivvis ’07, President Elect

Jamal Anderson ’13

Kiran Belur ’07

Elizabeth Bohannon ’92

Aileen F. Casanave ’84

Yuki Cruse ’15 

Kirsten Daru ’01

Rhean Fajardo ’03

Hon. Lupe Garcia ’95  

Simron Gill ’12

Ashley Gould ’99

Raphael Gutierrez ’01

John Hong ’07

Kevin Jackson ’14

Bambo Obaro ’09

Thomas Onda ’90

Capt. Jophiel Philips ’11 

David Sutton ’08

Calla Yee ’15 

BOARD OF COUNSELORS 
Lawrence M. Cirelli ’84, Chair

Stacy Miller Azcarate ’96, Vice Chair

Jean Afterman ’91

Frank Cassidy ’16

Eugene Ferrer ’92

Patrick J. McGaraghan ’69

Hon. Stephen Murphy ’81

Hon. Maria Rivera ’74

Richard Saveri ’94

Gary Scholick ’74

Claire Solot ’92

Amy Van Prooyen ’99

Elizabeth Zitrin
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EMERITI BOARD OF COUNSELORS
Hon. Saundra B. Armstrong ’77

Robert Bianco ’61

Gregory Blaine ’91

Thomas Brandi ’72

Michael Brown ’82

James “Jim” Canty ’66

Donald Carano ’59

Doris Cheng ’98

Justice Ming W. Chin ’67

Peter J. Donnici

Robert E. Dryden ’54

Hon. Lynn Duryee ’79

Hon. Judith Epstein ’77

Paul Finigan ’72

Peter Folger ’73

James Fox ’69

Max Gutierrez ’59

Hon. Daniel “Mike” Hanlon ’64

Elizabeth Helfrich ’58

Hon. Donald King (Ret) ’58 

Molly Lane ’90

John L. McDonnell Jr. ’63

John “Jack” Meehan ’59

Patrick Mohan ’73

Martin “Pete” Murphy ’61

Frank Pitre ’77

Lindbergh Porter ’81

Michael Raddie ’60

Janice Ramsay ’69

Robert A. Randick ’69

John C. Siegel ’77

Denise Trani-Morris ’86

School  of  Law Boards
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American Flag

USF’s ROTC Color Guard proudly presents the American flag flown over the United States Capitol on 
the day of Pope Francis’ historic address to a Joint Session of Congress, September 24, 2015.  On that 
inspiring day, Pope Francis renewed the faith of Catholics worldwide and inspired a new generation, 
regardless of their religious affiliation, to be instruments of peace.  He reminded us of our sacred and 
inescapable responsibility to those struggling to escape poverty, persecution and war.  He challenged 
us to rescue our planet from the climate crisis that threatens the future of our children and the health 
of God’s creation – and to do so in a way that is sensitive to the needs of the poor. He urged us to live 
our values and reach beyond our divisions.



PUR SUING E XCELLENCE AND 
EDUCATING FOR JUSTICE
the mission of the univer sit y of san fr ancisco 
school of l aw

The University of San Francisco School of Law strives for excellence in education underscored 
by a deep commitment to justice. The Law School pursues excellence in a humane, diverse, and 
intellectually vibrant learning community of outstanding teachers and scholars dedicated to 
training ethical professionals. Consistent with its Jesuit tradition, the Law School contributes to 
society by inspiring the pursuit of justice and serving the many communities—from the academic 
to the professional and the local to the global—of which it is a part.

pur suing e xcellence in educ ation
• maintaining the highest standards for teaching and for student performance
• providing intellectual and moral depth through exploration of the relationships 

among law, policy, and social justice
• providing students with the practical skills they need to become effective and ethical lawyers 

and leaders in today’s complex world

building a supportive and 
open le arning communit y
• fostering respect, caring, and connections among faculty, students, staff, and alumni
• seeking and welcoming the educational and cultural richness offered by faculty, 

students, and staff from diverse backgrounds, including men and women of differing races, 
ethnicities, religions, and sexual orientations

• encouraging vigorous debate and the unfettered pursuit of truth/s in an academically free 
environment

contributing to societ y, 
theoretic ally and pr actic ally
• fostering an intellectual community that cultivates creative and insightful scholarship
• creating innovative law school programs and training skilled lawyers to serve our local 

San Francisco community, the region, the nation, and an increasingly global society
• inspiring our graduates to pursue justice as ethical professionals and to engage in 

practice or public service activities that help those in need
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