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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE 
UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO 

MISSION 
Since 1855, the University of San Francisco has dedicated itself to offering a daring and dynamic liberal 
arts education in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. As a community, we empower and hold accountable 
our students, faculty, librarians, staff, administrators, alumni, and community partners to be persons 
for and with others, to care for our common home, including the native lands on which our campuses 
reside, and to promote the common good by critically, thoughtfully, and innovatively addressing 
inequities to create a more humane and just world. 

We seek to live USF’s Mission by nurturing a diverse, ever-expanding community where persons of 
all races and ethnicities, religions, sexual orientations, genders, generations, abilities, nationalities, 
occupations, and socioeconomic backgrounds are honored and accompanied. We are committed to 
educating hearts and minds to cultivate the full, integral development of each person and all persons; 
pursuing learning as a lifelong humanizing and liberating social activity; and advancing excellence as 
the standard for teaching, scholarship, creative expression, and service. Inspired by a faith that does 
justice, we strive to humbly and responsibly engage with, and contribute to, the cultural, intellectual, 
economic and spiritual gifts and talents of the San Francisco Bay Area and the global communities 
to which we belong. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees, September 24, 2021. 



165th Annual  Commencement  Exercises 

UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO 
SCHOOL OF L AW 

MAY 17,  2024,  3 :00 PM 

Today,  the Universi t y  welcomes you — the graduates and candidates 

of  the c lasses of  2024  — into the rank s of  the proud a lumni  of  the 

Universi t y  of  San Francisco.  

We a lso welcome your  famil ies  and f r iends to  the ce lebrat ion ,  mindful  

and appreciat ive  of  the ir  contr ibution to  your  achievement ,  through 

their  suppor t ,  sacr i f ice ,  and encouragement .  

The University of San Francisco has made every at tempt to include in this program al l  persons deserving 

of recognition . I f  there have been any errors or omissions , please accept our s incerest apologies . 
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Univers ity  Administration 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Mr. Jack Boland 
Chairman of the Board 

Ms. Mary M. Del Santo 
Vice Chair 

Rev. Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J. 
President 

Mr. Joseph C. Allanson 

Mr. Mark W. Buell 

Ms. M. Suzanne Calandra 

Rev. Christopher A. Calderón, S.J. 

Ms. Doris Cheng 

Rev. Martin Connell, S.J. 

Ms. Susan DaSilva 

Mr. Maximillian C. Diez 

Ms. Margaret Doherty-Simor 

Rev. Michael Engh, S.J. 

Rev. Michael J. Garanzini, S.J. 

Rev. Andrew Garavel, S.J. 

Mr. Daniel Giraudo 

Ms. Naomi Kelly 

Rev. Patrick J. Lee, S.J. 

Mr. Kevin Malloy 

Ms. Jamie Martin 

Ms. Joan M. McGrath 

Ms. Stacy Miller Azcarate 

Dr. Judy C. Miner 

Mr. John Myers 

Ms. Marta Nichols 

Mr. Saul Peña 

Ms. Karen Rose 

Mr. James Sangiacomo 

Mr. David Schrader 

Mr. Tony Scott 

Mr. Christopher Seiwald 

Mr. Faisal Shah 

Mr. Jeffery L. Silk 

Mr. Timothy Alan Simon, Esq. 

Mr. Martin Skrip 

Mr. Charles H. Smith 

Mr. Adam Swig 

Mr. Arthur Tay 

Ms. Carry Thacher 

Ms. Irma E. Velasquez 

Ms. Nora Wu 
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Univers ity  Administration 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J., D.èsL., S.T.D. 
President 

John P. Fitzgibbons, S.J., Ph.D. 
Chancellor and Chief Mission Officer 

Eileen Chia-Ching Fung, Ph.D. 
Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs 

Opinder Bawa, M.B.A. 
Vice President, Information Technology Services 
and Chief Information Officer 

Charlie Cross, M.B.A. 
Vice President, Business and Finance 

Donna J. Davis, JD 
General Counsel 

Lindsey McClenahan 
Vice President, Development 

Julie Orio, M.Ed. 
Vice President, Student Life 

Ellen Ryder, M.A. 
Vice President, Marketing Communications 

April Crabtree, M.S. 
Vice Provost, Strategic Enrollment Management 

Rebecca Hong, Ed.D. 
Vice Provost, Student Success, Inclusive Excellence, 
and Curricular Innovation 

Anastasia Vrachnos, M.S. 
Vice Provost, Global Education, Immersions and 
Strategic Initiatives 

Shawn P. Calhoun, M.L.I.S., Ed.D. 
Dean, University Library 

Otgontsetseg Erhemjamts, Ph.D. 
Dean, School of Management 

Susan Freiwald, JD 
Dean, School of Law 

Eileen K. Fry-Bowers, Ph.D., JD, RN, 
CPNP-PC, FAAN 
Dean, School of Nursing and Health Professions 

Shabnam Koirala Azad, Ph.D. 
Dean, School of Education 

Jeffrey Paris, Ph.D. 
Acting Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Jayme Burke, M.A. 
Associate Vice President, Development 

Dominic L. Daher, MAcc, JD, LLM in Taxation 
Associate Vice President, Tax Compliance, Internal Audit, 
and Payroll Services 

Desmond P. Dair, C.P.A. 
Associate Vice President, Accounting and Business Services 

Shannon Gary, Ed.D. 
Associate Vice President, Student Life and Dean of Students 

David Kirmse, M.B.A. 
Associate Vice President and Director, Educational 
Technology Services, Information Technology Services 

Stacy Lewis, MAcc, C.P.A. 
Associate Vice President, Finance and Treasury 

Michael E. London, Esq. 
Associate Vice President, Facilities Management 

Anneliese Mauch, M.I.A. 
Associate Vice President, Marketing 

Srini Navaneethan, P.M.P. 
Associate Vice President and Director, Application Services, 
Information Technology Services 

Diane L. Nelson 
Associate Vice President, Human Resources 

Martha Peugh-Wade, M.B.A. 
Associate Vice President, Compliance 

David J. Philpott, M.P.A. 
Associate Vice President, Labor and Employee Relations 
and Compensation 

Angie Davis, M.S. 
Assistant Vice President, Marketing Communications 

Patrick J. Lee, S.J., Ed.D. 
Rector, Loyola House Jesuit Community 

Angélica Nohemi Quiñónez, Ed.D. 
Director, University Ministry 

Lawrence Williams, Esq. 
Director, Athletics 
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Program 

ORDER OF CEREMONY 

Procession 
The University Mace 
The University Commencement Marshals 
The Class of 2024 
The Faculty of the School of Law 
Members of the Law Society Board 

of Governors 
Members of the Law Society Board 

of Counselors 
The Student Speaker 
The Dean of the School of Law 
The University Leadership Team 
The Members of the University Board 

of Trustees 
The Honorary Degree Recipient and 

Commencement Speaker 
The President of the University 

Prelude Processional  
Baroque Ceremonial Music 
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar 

Opening of  Ceremonies 
Eileen Chia-Ching Fung 
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs 

National  Anthem 
Donna L. Creasman 
Associate Director for Administrative Services, 
School of Law 

Invocation 
Rev. Dónal Godfrey, S.J. 
University Chaplain 

Of ficial  Opening of  the Ceremony 
Member, Board of Trustees 

Master  of  Ceremonies  
Eileen Chia-Ching Fung 
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs 

Remark s from the Dean 
Susan A. Freiwald 
Dean and Professor of Law 
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Program 

Remark s on B ehalf  
of  the Class  of  2024 
Rosibeth Cuevas 
Candidate, Degree of Juris Doctor 

Presentation of  the 
Honorar y Degree 
Susan A. Freiwald 
Dean and Professor of Law 

Recipient: 
Lindbergh Porter 
Senior Shareholder Emeritus, 
Littler Mendelson, P.C. 

Commencement  Address  
Lindbergh Porter 

Presentation of  Degrees 
and Conferral  
Susan A. Freiwald 
Dean and Professor of Law 

and 

Lindsay Harris 
Professor, Director, International Human Rights 
Clinic, and Academic Director, International Programs 

and 

Jonathan Chu 
Associate Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic and Bar Exam Success Program 

B enedic tion 
Rev. Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J. 
President of the University 

Recessional  
“Crown Imperial” by Sir William Walton 
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2024 Candidates 

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR 
Evan Allen 
B.S., University of Louisville 
M.S., University of Louisville 

Dylan Artunian 
B.A., San Francisco State University 

Annie Lowey Austrian 
B.A., University of Colorado Boulder 

Jennifer Ayala 
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Paige Baker 
B.A., Willamette University 
M. Ed., University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Nathan D. Banks 
B.A., University of California, Berkeley 

William Brady Bauer 
B.S., University of California, Davis 

Margaret Shea Bernauer 
B.A., American University 

Piper Blank 
B.A., University of Redlands 

Autumn Boulton 
B.A., California State University, Long Beach 

Jasmine Brandes 
B.S., Oregon State University 

Corliss Brekken 
B.A., University of Colorado Colorado Springs 

Francisco Mistica Brosas II 
B.S., California State University, Sacramento 

Korina Buford 
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara 

Alexa Lauren Cacao 
B.A., University of California, Berkeley 

Ariana Camarena 
B.S., University of California, Davis 

Michaela Carbaat 
B.A., California State University, Monterey Bay 

Tyler Carlo 
B.A., University of Vermont 

Hannah Carlson 
B.A., Purdue University 

Aleena Cesena ❉
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Kasia Cherubin 
B.A., Hofstra University 

Monica Chinchilla 
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Alejandra Chumbes 
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz 

Rosibeth Cuevas 
B.A., Humboldt State University 

Angad Singh Dhadda 
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz 

Ramneek Dhillon 
B.A., Trinity Western University, Canada 

Jessica Dimas 
B.A., Tufts University 

Madison Donahue-Wolfe 
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara 

Eva Drexler 
B.A., California State University, Long Beach 

Daniel Duarte ✶
B.S., Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

Grace Emily Dublin 
B.A., Whitman College 

Michael Esquivel-Cheung 
B.A., Saint Mary's College of California 

Jeff Feit 
B.A., University of Arizona 

Emily Fitzpatrick 
B.A., California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo 

♦ May 2023 ❖ July 2023 ✣ December 2023 ✶ July 2024 ❉ December 2024 
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2024 Candidates 

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR 
Alicia Flynn 
B.A., Sonoma State University 

Cameron Freeman 
B.A., San Francisco State University 

Ronald Manuel Galvan 
B.S., University of Southern California 

Nathan Gandrud ❉
B.A., Bard College 

Benjamin Gold-Matejka 
B.A., University of Arizona 

María Alejandra Gómez-Garrett 
B.A., San Francisco State University 

Gray Matteoni Goodman 
B.A., Santa Clara University 

Kevin Grasell 
B.A., University of California, Davis 

Lily Grace Grigsby-Brown 
B.A., New York University 

Clare Henry 
B.S., Northern Arizona University 

Anthony Hidalgo 
B.A., La Salle University 

Kathleen Elise Hinkson 
B.A., University of California, Davis 
MSW, University of Denver 

Elizabeth House 
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Amy Hung ❉
B.S., Northwestern University 
M.S., DePaul University 

Hannah Mae Hutton 
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Vivian Huynh 
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara 

Kasey Yoshimi Isobe 
B.S., Portland State University 

Gurinder Singh Jassar 
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara 

Diana Jimenez 
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz 

Cleo Krupa 
B.A., University of Hawaii 

Abygail Lao 
B.A., University of California, Irvine 

Thao “Annie” Le 
B.A., University of California, Irvine 

Christina Grace Leung 
B.A., San Jose State University 

Benjamin Libbey 
B.A., Oberlin College 

Corey Lopez 
B.A., San Francisco State University 

D. Alex Mack 
B.S., United States Military Academy 
MFA, California Institute of the Arts 

Julia Ashley-Burd Mainini 
B.S., University of Oregon 

David Masterson 
B.S., United States Naval Academy 
M.A., Indiana University 

Kirsten Audrey Co Mauban 
B.A., Concordia University Irvine 

Amanda McKee 
B.A., University of Puget Sound 

Eanna Marie Roxas Mejia 
B.A., University of California, Riverside 

Adriana Mercurio 
B.A., Gonzaga University 

Brennan Alexander Myers 
B.A., University of Colorado Boulder 

Gabriel Navarrete 
B.A., San Francisco State University 

♦ May 2023 ❖ July 2023 ✣ December 2023 ✶ July 2024 ❉ December 2024 
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2024 Candidates 

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR 
Neha Nayak 
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara 

Alex Vu Nguyen 
B.A., University of California, San Diego 

Samuel Nickle 
B.A., George Mason University 
M.S., George Mason University 

George Oakes 
B.A., University of California, Davis 

Nick Ondrish 
B.A., University of Maryland, College Park 

Kim Ong 
B.S., Arizona State University 

Ruhani D. Patel 
B.A., University of California, Riverside 

Nhi Pham 
B.A., University of California, Riverside 

Samantha Amy Phelan 
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Kanella Pragastis 
B.A., Santa Clara University 

Imani Amaree Pree 
B.A., University of California, Merced 

Tessa Puetzer 
B.A., Indiana University 

Timothy Paul Eugene Qualls 
B.A., University of Montevallo 

Stephen Ramos 
B.A., University of Phoenix 

Natalie Helen Ravis 
B.A., American University 

David Nicholas Reignier 
B.A., University of California, Davis 
M.S., Northeastern University 

Vanessa Rivas 
B.A., University of California, Berkeley 

Elisa Riva 
B.A., San Francisco State University 

Juan Miguel Rizo Jr. 
B.A., University of California, Berkeley 

Courtney Rockwell-Gehrett 
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz 

Micah Russell 
B.A., Brigham Young University 

Jordan Sabater 
B.A., University of California, San Diego 

Alexander Salazar 
B.A., University of California, Berkeley 

Alondra Elizabeth Saldivar 
B.A., University of California, Los Angeles 

Shari Sanders 
B.A., University of Nevada, Reno 
M.A., University of California, Santa Barbara 
Ph.D., University of California, Santa Barbara 

Morgan Sellers 
B.S., University of Oregon 

Ariba Siddiqui 
B.S., University of Maryland, College Park 

Lauren Silva 
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Erica Pearl Silva 
B.A., San Jose State University 

Ryan Wayne Sloan 
B.S., DePaul University 

Christina Priscilla Jabar Smith 
B.S., Georgetown University 
M.A., City University of London, United Kingdom 
PGDL, BPP University, United Kingdom 

Jada Nicole Smith 
B.A., Hastings College 

Emma Stephens 
B.A., San Francisco State University 

♦ May 2023 ❖ July 2023 ✣ December 2023 ✶ July 2024 ❉ December 2024 
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2024 Candidates 

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR 
Isabella Strimling 
B.A., McKendree University 

Katherine Stromin 
B.A., The New School 
M.A., The New School 

Richard Tang 
B.A., University of California, Riverside 

Gianna Taormina 
B.S., University of San Francisco 

Noah Thomas 
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz 

Sihin Tsegay 
B.S., Saint Mary's College of California 

Thomas Tuon 
B.A., San Jose State University 

Alyssa Vallero ✣
B.S., University of California, Santa Cruz 

Emily Verrill 
B.S., Bay State College 

Emma Carlisle Walsh 
B.A., Mills College 

Alison Walter 
B.A., University of California, Berkeley 

David Watson 
B.S., Miami University 

Alexis Wilkins 
B.A., University of California, Irvine 

Payton Wilson 
B.S., University of Kansas 

Anthony Wong 
B.A., California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo 

Rex Yoshida 
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Sachiko Yoshitsugu 
B.A., DePaul University 

Yong Zhao ✣
B.A., University of California, Berkeley 

Yuxia Zhou 
B.S., University of Rochester 
B.A., University of Rochester 

DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR AND 
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Sophia Abey Abebe 
B.S., George Mason University 

Khusbeen Dhillon 
B.S., California State University, Northridge 

♦ May 2023 ❖ July 2023 ✣ December 2023 ✶ July 2024 ❉ December 2024 
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2024 Candidates 

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES IN TAXATION 
William Matthew Amon 
B.A.BB.A, Southern Methodist University 

Kwame Amporful ✶
MBA, University of Bangor, Ghana 
CB, Chartered Institute of Bankers, Scotland, 
United Kingdom 
CA, Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants, United Kingdom 

Celal Çelik ✶
B.A., Ankara University, Turkey 
M.A., Boston University Metropolitian College 
Ph.D., Marmara University, Turkey 

Nathaniel Andrew Yin Yau Chan ❖
B.A., University of San Francisco 

Peter Chang 
B.A., University of California, Irvine 

Katelyn Claussner ✶
B.S.B.A., Washington University in St. Louis 

Tristan Patrick Dickenson 
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara 

Ubika Drolia ✣
CA, The Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of India, India 

Angie Yu Feng ✣
BB.A., Acadia University, Canada 

Faris Grabus ✣
B.S., University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Yun Huang 
BB.A, University of Regina, Canada 

Laina Landuleni Kamanya 
B.Acc, University of Namibia, Namibia 

Fernando Tsutomu Barquette Kuahara 
B.S., University of Notre Dame 

Parvesh Kumar 
B.A., California State University, Fullerton 

Jacob Kunho Lee 
B.S., University of Southern California 

Supriya Majumdar ♦
B.Com, Calcutta University, India 
MBA, Eastern Institute for Integrated Learning 
in Management, India 

Naomi Michaelis 
B.S., University of California, Davis 

Noah Reyna ✣
B.A., University of Washington 

Abrowanil Roy 
MBA, Heritage Institute of Technology, India 

Esmeralda Sanchez Estrada ✣
B.A., University of California, Los Angeles 

Thaddeus Eli-Megameno Shigwedha ✣
B.A., University of Namibia, Namibia 
B.Com, University of Cape Town, South Africa 
MBA, Midlands State University 

Sandra Van De Walle ✣
BB.A, University of Houston 
MBA, University of Houston 

Emily Wilson 
B.S., Boston College 

Kevin C. Yuen 
B.S., University of Maryland 

♦ May 2023 ❖ July 2023 ✣ December 2023 ✶ July 2024 ❉ December 2024 
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2024 Candidates 

DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS 

Intel lec tual  Proper ty  
and Technolog y L aw 
Fan Yongming 
B.A., University of International Relations, China 

Savleen Kaur 
B.A.LL.B., Panjab University, India 

Benno Loew 
First Legal State Exam (Germany), 
State of Saxony, Germany 

Mara Martinez 
B.A., University of the Philippines, Philippines 
LL.B., San Beda College Alabang, Philippines 

Jennifer Trefke 
First Legal State Exam (Germany) 
University of Münster, Germany 
Second Legal State Exam (Germany) 
Ministry of Justice North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany 

International  Transac tions 
and Comparative L aw 
Keerthi Gudimetla 
B.A.LL.B., Karnataka State Law University, India 

Nikhita Pais 
LL.M, World Trade Institute, 
University of Bern Switzerland 
BLS.LL.B., University of Mumbai, India 

♦ May 2023 ❖ July 2023 ✣ December 2023 ✶ July 2024 ❉ December 2024 
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DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS 

2024 Candidates 

Taxation 
María Catalina Abuchaibe Del Hierro ✣
B.A., Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Colombia 

José Rogério Lima de Araújo ❖
B.A., Universidade Mackenzie, Brazil 

Isidore Kelechi Ejiofor 
LL.B, Imo State University, Owerri, Nigeria 
B.L., Nigeria Law School, Abuja, Nigeria 

Nilüfer Gündüz 
LL.M, University of Strasbourg, France 
LL.B, University of Lorraine, France 

Damalie Ann Izaula 
LL.B, Uganda Christian University, Uganda 

Malick M'bai ✣
LL.M, London Metropolitan University, 
United Kingdom 
LL.B, University of Wolverhampton, 
United Kingdom 
BL, The Inns of Court School of Law, 
United Kingdom 

Ali Gexiafong Moua ✶
B.S., California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona 
J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento 

Lisa Ndikumana 
LL.B, Université Jean Moulin, Lyon 3, France 

Katherine M. Parker ✶
B.A., Wellesley College 
M.S., St. John's University 

David Prosperi ✶
Laurea Magistrale, Libera Università Maria SS. 
Assunta, Italy 
LL.M, University of California, College of the Law, 
San Francisco 

Irvin Reyes ✶
B.S., California State Polytechnic University 
of Pomona 
J.D., UC Hasting College of the Law 

Steve Roll ✣
J.D., University of Baltimore 

Taylor W. Strickling 
B.S., Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
JD, Georgetown University 

Matija Urankar ✣
M.A., University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Cristian Xochimitl ✶
J.D., Ohio Northern University 

♦ May 2023 ❖ July 2023 ✣ December 2023 ✶ July 2024 ❉ December 2024 
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Candidacy 

CANDIDACY 
Candidacy for degrees and academic honors is based on a preliminary review of the academic records 
of students petitioning for graduation in the respective term. Degrees and honors are considered offi
cial when all grades are received and all requirements for degree fulfillment and/or honors are met. 
Some students listed as candidates may already have been notified that they have met all requirements, 
but, because of printing deadlines, are listed here as candidates. 

-
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Honorar y  Degree 

LINDBERGH PORTER 
SENIOR SHAREHOLDER EMERITUS, LITTLER MENDELSON, P.C. 

Committed to leading a life of purpose and impact as a man for justice. Respected litigator who gets things done. 
Powerful voice for diversifying the legal profession by creating an equitable and inclusive community for all. 
Esteemed alumnus, engaged mentor, and tireless advocate for young people of color pursuing dreams and 

opportunities to build meaningful careers in the law. 

Lindbergh Porter built his stellar career and sterling reputation in the law case-by-case over four decades. As a prominent 
litigator in the San Francisco office of Littler Mendelson, he represented employers in a broad spectrum of employment-
related proceedings, including class actions, wrongful termination, discrimination, and arbitration. Always prepared, 
professional, and tenacious, he demonstrated the highest level of legal proficiency and personal integrity in advocating 
for his clients. His broad knowledge and deep understanding of law and business made him a formidable litigator and an 
invaluable adviser for his clients. He anticipated problems and formulated solutions to avoid the wasted time and high 
cost associated with litigation. When going to court was the only way forward, he defended his clients with an all-encompassing 
command of the law. 

Mr. Porter first joined Littler as a summer associate. In 1981, with his USF law degree in hand, he went on to represent 
clients across the nation in a range of employment litigation cases. He specialized in employment, wage and hour, and 
whistle-blower litigation, including more than 75 class actions in state and federal courts. He represented employers 
before the National Labor Relations Board in more than 100 arbitrations. In appellate practice, he briefed or argued more 
than a dozen state and federal cases, including several precedent-setting appeals before the U.S. and California courts of 
appeal. He also chaired Littler’s Board of Directors and remains an emeritus member of the firm’s Inclusion, Equity, and 
Diversity Council. In honor of its star litigator’s retirement in 2023, the firm established the Lindbergh Porter San Francisco 
Pro Bono Champion Award to recognize “his efforts in giving back to the community and for being an inspiration to others.” 

Mr. Porter was born into a loving family in a small town in Mississippi’s Holmes County. “White Only” and “Colored 
Only” signs were displayed everywhere when he was growing up. From first through the 12th grades, he attended “separate, 
but unequal” schools that would close when children were needed to pick cotton. His mother often reminded him that 
his job was to stay in school, so that one day he would have an opportunity to accomplish what he wanted. That opportunity 
presented itself after his high school graduation in 1968. He and 14 other graduates, including his future wife, from the 
county’s impoverished school system were awarded scholarships to attend the University of Illinois. His inaugural class 
on campus marked the first time he sat in a classroom with white students. He and his wonderful late wife, Mary, whom 
he met before kindergarten, graduated in 1972. They married four years later and became the proud parents of Clara, a 
2012 graduate of the USF School of Law, and Trey, a San Francisco start-up techie. 

In 1978, Mr. Porter came to USF to attend law school and quickly found his purpose and passion. He has said that our 
diverse student body filled him with optimism. He soon felt that he could change the world — or at least the minds of 
judges. He has remained engaged with and supportive of his alma mater, making time to mentor our law students. He is 
a trustee emeritus of the university, an active member of the law school’s Board of Counselors, an ardent fundraiser, and 
meets with faculty, students, and alumni. We deeply appreciate his generous investment of time, expertise, and resources 
in both our students and the law school, where he also has been involved in the Intensive Advocacy Program. 

A National Moot Court finalist in law school, he has taught moot court at UC Berkeley School of Law and trial practice 
at Stanford Law School. He was president of the San Francisco Bar Association, and served on the San Francisco Giants 
Community Fund Board of Directors, among many other organizations. He appears annually on The Best Lawyers in 
America listing. He has received community service awards from the NAACP, Legal Defense Fund, and Charles Houston 
Bar Association, among other well-deserved honors. Mr. Porter now splits his time between San Francisco and Mississippi, 
where he dedicates his energies and expertise to a passion project aimed at developing and building up voting rights in 
the state. 

That all may know of our great esteem for him as an extraordinary alumnus, exemplary trustee, and powerful voice for 
justice and equal opportunity, we therefore, confer upon Lindbergh Porter Jr., the degree of Doctor of Humane letters, 
honoris causa, with all the rights and privileges pertaining thereunto, given this 17th day of May, in the year of our Lord 
two thousand and twenty-four, and of the University, the hundred and sixty-ninth, in San Francisco, California. 
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Faculty  and Alumni  Awards  

FACULTY AWARDS 

John Adler  Distinguished 
Professor  Award 
Presented annually by the graduates of the 
School of Law to the professor deemed to have 
contributed most significantly to the educational 
development of their students. 

Jonathan Chu 

The Hon .  I ra  A .  B rown 
Adjunc t  Faculty  Award 
Named in memory of Hon. Ira Brown Jr. who 
inspired and enriched scores of students through
out his many years of teaching.  Presented annu
ally to the adjunct professors who bring the same 
quality, character, and dedication to the educa
tion of our students. 

-
-

-

Frank Lindh 

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS 

Educational  Ef fec tiveness Award 
The Educational Effectiveness Award (EEA) is 
given out annually to one team in recognition 
of excellence in assessment practices at the 
University of San Francisco. The recognized 
assessment work should show evidence of student 
learning, use of student learning evidence, and 
help the University, or any part of the University 
or community, achieve its learning outcomes, 
goals or mission. Exemplary assessment work 
should also support a culture of assessment at 
USF, and include a plan for closing the loop. 

Amy Flynn 

Innovation in  Global  
Education Award 
The Innovation in Global Education Award 
recognizes a faculty, librarian, or staff member 
who demonstrates innovation in facilitating 
global educational opportunities (study abroad, 
immersion programs, internships, research 
opportunities) or bringing a global perspective 
to campus (incorporating global into courses, 
developing new global courses, or broadening 
access to global perspectives). 

Lindsay Harris 

Innovation in  Teaching 
with  Technolog y Award 
The CIT Awards honor faculty or staff who 
have demonstrated excellent use of technology 
in education. Recipients have supported the 
development of teaching and learning 
contributing to the overall quality of the USF 
learning environment. 

Nicole Phillips 
John Shafer 
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Student  Achievements

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS 

Archbishop Oscar  Romero Award 
Recognized for his ability to become a voice 
for the voiceless while the Archbishop of San 
Salvador, the Archbishop Oscar Romero Award 
is given to an undergraduate or graduate student 
who strives to alleviate poverty and oppression, 
and is awarded to: 

Thao “Annie” Le 

Graduate Student  
Leadership Award 
This award will be given to students who have 
consistently worked and succeeded in enriching 
and having an impact on student life and the 
values of University Life (leadership, social justice, 
and cultural competency) throughout their 
careers at USF. This year’s student is: 

Cameron Freeman 
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Stu d  en t  Achievement  s  

STUDENT OF LAW AWARDS 

Andersen Tax Awards 
This award is sponsored by Andersen Tax and 
is given to both a graduating J.D. student and a 
graduating LL.M. in Taxation student for superior 
academic performance and excellence in the tax 
curriculum and demonstrated commitment to 
the field. 

LLM: Isidore Ejiofor 
JD: Courtney Rockwell-Gehrett 

Student  Bar  A ssociation Award 
Presented annually by the graduates of the 
School of Law to the graduating student who 
has contributed significantly to the character of 
the School of Law through outstanding service 
and leadership. 

Jada Nicole Smith 

Academic E xcel lence Award 
Presented to the graduating student who has 
made an extraordinary contribution to the intel
lectual life of the School of Law. 

-

Grace Emily Dublin 

Pursuit  of  Justice  Award 
Presented to the graduating student who best 
exemplifies the School of Law’s commitment 
to providing service to others in the pursuit of 
justice. 

Alondra Elizabeth Saldivar 
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Special  Recognition 

MCAULIFFE HONOR SOCIETY 
Jennifer Ayala 
Paige Baker 
Alexa Lauren Cacao 
Tyler Carlo 
Grace Emily Dublin 
Clare Henry 
Diana Jimenez 

Abygail Lao 
Katherine Stromin 
Gianna Taormina 
Noah Thomas 
Rex Yoshida 
Sachiko Yoshitsugu 

LAW REVIEW  BOARD OF EDITORS 
Corliss Brekken 
Editor-in-Chief 

Madison Donahue-Wolfe 
Managing Editor 

Christina Grace Leung 
Executive Editor 

Christina Priscilla Jabar Smith 
Forum Editor 

Kim Ong 
Technical Editor 

Tyler Carlo 
Articles Editor 

Alejandra Chumbes 
Articles Editor 

Diana Jimenez 
Articles Editor 

Jennifer Ayala 
Comments Editor 

Paige Baker 
Comments Editor 

Samantha Amy Phelan 
Comments Editor 

Kasey Yoshimi Isobe 
Symposium Editor 

GRADUATION COMMITTEE 
Corliss Brekken 
Payton Wilson 
Thao “Annie” Le 

Kathleen Elise Hinkson 
Jada Nicole Smith 

BEST STUDENT NOTE AWARD 
Monica Chinchilla, The Childhood Sexual Assault Pandemic: California Must Do Better 
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Special  Recognition 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY 
LAW JOURNAL  BOARD OF EDITORS 
Kathleen Hinkson 
Editor-in-Chief 

Elizabeth House 
Executive Editor 

Cameron Freeman 
Managing Editor 

Ariba Siddiqui 
Senior Articles Editor 

Ryan Wayne Sloan 
Senior Articles Editor 

Nhi Pham 
Senior Surveys Editor 

Juan Miguel Rizo Jr. 
Senior Technical Editor 

MOOT COURT BOARD 
Ruhani D. Patel 
Executive Director 

Rosibeth Cuevas 
Competition Team Director 

Gianna Taormina 
First Year Moot Court Director 

Thao “Annie” Le 
Advanced Moot Court Director 

Michael Esquivel-Cheung 
Development Director 

Gray Matteoni Goodman 
Development Director 

Corey Lopez 
Development Director 

Amanda McKee 
Development Director 

Nhi Pham 
Development Director 

Lauren Silva 
Development Director 

OFFICERS OF THE STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION 
Jada Nicole Smith 
President 

Akayla Sellers 
Vice President 

Gurinder Singh Jassar 
Treasurer 

Cameron Freeman 
Secretary 

Kad Smith 
ABA Representative 
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Cer ti f icate  Programs 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY 
LAW CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES 
Evan Allen 
Nathan D. Banks 
Jasmine Brandes 
Hannah Carlson 
Elizabeth House 
Kasey Yoshimi Isobe 

Julia Ashley-Burd Mainini 
Nhi Pham 
Juan Miguel Rizo Jr. 
Thomas Tuon 
Alyssa Vallero 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW 
CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES 
Alejandra Chumbes Rex Yoshida 
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Cer ti f icate  Programs 

PUBLIC INTEREST LAW 
CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES 
William Brady Bauer 
Piper Blank 
Michaela Carbaat 
Kevin Grasell 
Thao “Annie” Le 

Christina Grace Leung 
Kirsten Audrey Co Mauban 
Samuel Nickle 
Alondra Saldivar 
Sachiko Yoshitsugu 

TAX LAW CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES 
David Masterson 
Timothy Paul Eugene Qualls 
Courtney Rockwell-Gehrett 
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School  of  Law Faculty  

Adam Abelkop 
Director of the Legal Research, Writing & Analysis 
Program & Associate Professor of Legal Writing 

John M. Adler 
Professor Emeritus 

George Bach 
Visiting Professor 

Lara Bazelon 
Philip and Muriel Barnett Professor of Trial Advocacy, 
Director of Criminal and Juvenile Justice and Racial 
Justice Clinics, and Associate Dean for Faculty 
Scholarship 

Charles Belle 
Filecoin Foundation for Decentralized Web Teaching 
Fellow, Blockchain Law for Social Good Center 

Hon. Jeffrey S. Brand 
Professor Emeritus 

Jacqueline Brown 
Director, Immigration and Deportation 
Defense Clinic and Associate Professor 

Jonathan Chu 
Associate Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic and Bar Exam Success Program 

Connie de la Vega 
Professor Emerita 

John F. Denvir 
Professor Emeritus 

Reza Dibadj 
Professor, Marshall P. Madison Chair 

Peter J. Donnici 
Professor Emeritus 

Dolores A. Donovan 
Professor Emerita 

Hon. Lynn Duryee ’79 
Visiting Professor 

Jessica Fajfar LL.M. ’09 
Director of Internet & IP Justice Clinic 
and Assistant Professor 

Elizabeth Fishman 
Associate Professor of Legal Writing 

Amy Flynn ’04 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 
Professor and Director, Keta Taylor Colby 
Death Penalty Project 

H. Jay Folberg 
Professor Emeritus 

Susan A. Freiwald 
Dean and Professor 

Jack I. Garvey 
Professor Emeritus 

Lindsay Harris 
Professor, Director, International Human Rights 
Clinic, and Academic Director, International Programs 

Joseph T. Henke 
Professor Emeritus 

Bill Ong Hing ’74 
Professor and Founding Director, 
Immigration and Deportation Defense Clinic 

Edith Ho 
Professor of Legal Writing and Program Coordinator 
of the First Year Moot Court Program 

Heidi Ho 
Assistant Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic Support Program 

Peter Jan Honigsberg 
Professor Emeritus 

Megan Hutchinson 
Associate Professor of Legal Writing 

Juan Carlos Ibarra 
Associate Professor 

M. Timothy Iglesias 
Professor Emeritus 

Alice Kaswan 
Professor 

Charlie Nelson Keever 
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney 

Virginia Kelsh 
Librarian Emerita and Director Emerita, 
Dorraine Zief Law Library 
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School  of  Law Faculty  

Eugene Kim ’07 
Professor of Legal Writing 

Andrew Lah 
Visiting Professor 

Daniel Lathrope 
E.L. Wiegand Distinguished Professor in Tax 
and Academic Director, Graduate Tax Program 

Richard A. Leo 
Hamill Family Chair of Law and Social Psychology 

Tiffany Li 
Associate Professor and Academic Director, 
IPT LLM Program 

Matthew Liebman 
Associate Professor and Chair of the Justice for 
Animals Program 

Rhonda Magee 
Professor and Director, Center for 
Contemplative Law & Ethics 

Suzanne Mawhinney 
Director of Zief Law Library, Research Librarian 
and Assistant Professor 

Paul L. McKaskle 
Professor Emeritus 

Sharon A. Meadows 
Professor Emerita 

Ronald Micon 
Professor Emeritus 

Katie Moran ‘16 
Associate Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic and Bar Exam Success Program 

Suzanne Mounts 
Professor Emerita 

Michael Muehe 
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor 

Michele Neitz 
Visiting Professor and Founding Director, 
Blockchain Law for Social Good Center 

Julie Nice 
Herbst Foundation Professor of Law 

Maria L. Ontiveros 
Professor Emerita 

Nicole Phillips ‘15 
Assistant Professor of Legal Writing 

Bruce M. Price 
Professor 

C. Delos Putz 
Professor Emeritus 

Eldon H. Reiley 
Professor Emeritus 

Joshua D. Rosenberg 
Professor 

Duane Rudolph 
Associate Professor 

Lee Ryan 
Professor Emerita and Librarian Emerita 

Timothy Sanzi 
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor 

Gabby Sergi 
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney 

John Shafer ‘86 
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor 

Steven F. Shatz 
Professor Emeritus 

Michelle Travis 
Professor 

Jessica Vapnek 
Visiting Professor 

Monalisa Vu ’01 
Professor of Legal Writing and Co-Director of 
the Moot Court Program 

Allison Wang ’05 
Director, Externship Programs and 
Associate Professor 

Carol Wilson ’88 
Assistant Professor and Co-Director, 
Academic Support Program 

Belle Yan 
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney 



26  |   CO M M E N C E M E N T 2 024  

School  of  Law Administration 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 
Susan Freiwald 
Dean and Professor 

Amy Flynn 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 
and Assistant Professor 

Lara Bazelon 
Associate Dean for Faculty Scholarship, 
and Professor 

Olivera Jovanovic 
Assistant Dean for Enrollment Management, 
and Senior Director, LLM and Masters Programs 

Stephanie Carlos 
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs 

Hailey Smart 
Program Assistant, Student Affairs 

Esther Sprague 
Senior Director, Administration and Finance 

Donna Creasman 
Associate Director, Administrative Services 

Elena Nielsen 
Program Assistant, Administrative Services 

ADMISSIONS 
Olivera Jovanovic 
Assistant Dean for Enrollment Management, 
and Senior Director, LLM and Masters Programs 

Alan Guerrero 
Senior Director 

Sindy Oliva 
Assistant Director 

Kachyee Vang 
Office Assistant 

CAREER SERVICES 
Karren Shorofsky 
Director and Adjunct Professor 

Hon. Sanya Hill Maxion (Ret.) 
Associate Director 

Debbie Chang 
Associate Director 

Peggy Song 
Associate Director 

Betsy Jacobo 
Program Assistant 
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School  of  Law Administration 

CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS 
AND ACADEMIC EVENTS 
Kenji Quijano 
Director 

DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI RELATIONS 
Anna Tait 
Director of Development 

Julie Chernoff 
Director of Alumni and Donor Relations 

Elizabeth Verduzco 
Office Assistant 

FACULTY AND ACADEMIC SERVICES 
Julia Dunbar 
Senior Director 

Heidi Tate 
Director, Law Clinic Administration 

Andrea Crawford 
Program Assistant 

Elizabeth Guzman de Anda 
Program Assistant 

Matt Ostrander 
Office Assistant, Academic and Bar Exam 
Success Program 

FINANCIAL AID 
Eufemia Aquino 
Assistant Director 
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School  of  Law Administration 

LAW LIBRARY 
Suzanne Mawhinney 
Director and Assistant Professor 

John Shafer 
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor 

Michael Muehe 
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor 

Timothy Sanzi 
Research Librarian and Assistant Professor 

Shannon Burchard 
Head of Collection Services 

Stephanie Ando 
Access Services Lead 

David (Troy) Cook 
Library Assistant 

Yuni’Kaikyo Hanover 
Library Assistant 

Randall Seder 
Library Assistant 

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Shelli Fyfe 
Marketing Partner 

REGISTRAR 
Stephanie Darcy 
Registrar 

Andrew Palos 
Assistant Registrar 

Noah Jensvold 
Office Assistant 

Danica Nacionales 
Office Assistant 
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School  of  Law Administration 

PROGRAMS 

Academic and Bar  E xam 
Success (AB E S)  
Jonathan Chu 
Co-Director and Associate Professor 

Katie Moran 
Co-Director and Associate Professor 

Sebastian Letheule 
Faculty Fellow 

Matt Ostrander 
Office Assistant 

Academic Suppor t  Program 
Carol Wilson 
Co-Director and Assistant Professor 

Heidi Ho 
Co-Director and Assistant Professor 

Blockchain L aw for  
Social  G ood Center  
Michele Neitz 
Founding Director and Visiting Professor 

Charles Belle 
Teaching Fellow 

Hayley Anna 
Program Assistant 

Center  for  Contemplative L aw 
and Ethics 
Rhonda Magee 
Director and Professor 

E x ternship Programs 
Allison Wang 
Director and Associate Professor 

Ciara Cassidy 
Program Assistant, Experiential Learning Programs 

LL M and Master's  Programs 
Olivera Jovanovic 
Assistant Dean for Enrollment Management 
and Senior Director, LLM and Master’s Programs 

Tiffany Li 
Academic Director, IPT LLM Program, 
and Associate Professor 

Lindsay Harris 
Academic Director, ITCL LLM Program, 
and Professor 

Dan Lathrope 
Academic Director, Graduate Tax Program 

Julianne Cartwright Traylor 
Associate Director, International LLM, 
Visiting Scholar and International Semester 
Exchange Programs 

Margaret Mullane 
Associate Director, LLM and Masters Programs 

Carly Fonda 
Program Assistant 
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PROGRAMS 

School  of  Law Administration 

L aw Cl inics  
Heidi Tate 
Director, Law Clinic Administration 

Ciara Cassidy 
Program Assistant, Experiential Learning Program 

Frank C .  Newman International  
Human Rights  Cl inic  
Lindsay Harris 
Director and Professor 

Immigration Pol ic y  Cl inic  
Bill Hing 
Director and Professor 

Immigration and Depor tation 
Defense Cl inic  
Bill Hing 
Founding Director and Professor 

Jacqueline Brown 
Director and Associate Professor 

Derek Elder 
Associate Attorney 

Nicole Gorney 
Associate Attorney 

Alexis Mendoza Ochoa 
Social Services Coordinator 

Vanessa Cerda 
Program Assistant 

Dulce Sixtos Martinez 
Program Assistant 

Hector Jimenez 
Program Assistant 

Internet  and Inte l lec tual  
Proper ty  Justice  Cl inic  
Jessica Fajfar 
Director and Assistant Professor 

Criminal  and Juveni le  
Justice  Cl inic  
Lara Bazelon 
Director and Professor 

Erin O’Donnell 
Supervising Attorney and Law Adjunct 

Racial  Justice  Cl inic  
Lara Bazelon 
Director and Professor 

Charlie Nelson Keever 
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney 

Gabby Sergi 
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney 

Belle Yan 
Assistant Professor and Supervising Attorney 

Breanna Pogue 
Brand Racial Justice Fellow 

Moot Cour t  
Edith Ho 
Co-Director 

Monalisa Vu 
Co-Director 

Kenji Quijano 
Director, Co-Curricular Programs and 
Academic Events 
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School  of  Law Adjunct  Faculty  

Amir V. Adibi 

Eric Anderson * 

Robert Arns ’75 

Laurence A. Blau ’90 * 

Luke Boso 

Thomas Brandi ’72 

Carol Brown 

Don Carroll ‘63 

Doris Cheng ‘98 

Jerry Coleman 

Sasha Cummings 

Judge Lewis Davis 

Marin Dell * 

Michael Dergosits ’84 

Christopher Dykes * 

Roy Eisenhardt 

Hon. Eric Fleming ‘95 

David Greene 

Victoria Gu * 

Jerome A. Hawkins ’16 

Scott Hechinger 

Justice Teri Jackson 

Seth Jaffe 

Alexander Johnson ’18 * 

Asia Johnson 

Melissa Karlsten ‘02 

Robert Kelley * 

Meghan Killian ‘15 

Devin Kinyon ’11 

Victoria Kolakowski 

Cliff Kuehn ’10 

Carol Langford ’86 

Elinor Leary ’03 

Ellen Leonida 

Sebastian Letheule ’17 

Frank Lindh 

Zachary McCoy ‘20 

Candis Mitchell 

Everett Monroe ’14 

Stephen Murphy ’01 

Erin O’Donnell ’00 

Thomas Onda ’90 

Matt O’Toole 

Danae Robinson ‘17 

Lorenzo Robleto ‘14 

Peter Rock * 

Richard Roos-Collins 

Javier Salinas * 

Lois Schwartz 

Jennifer Sheridan 

Karren Shorofsky 

Paul Stam * 

Kimberly Stanley * 

Koren Stevenson 

Paul Tomita ’96 

David Tsai 

Jon Vaught * 

Steve Varholik ‘02 

Nathan Wadlinger * 

Stephen L. Walker * 

Hon. Kandis Westmore ‘97 

Matt White 

Dr. T. Anansi Wilson 

Jacque Wilson 

Calla Yee ‘15 

Davis G. Yee * 

Eric Young * 

Dana Zartner 

Mark Zemelman 

* Graduate Tax Program 
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School  of  Law Boards  

LAW SOCIETY BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Matt Chivvis ’07, President 

Jesse Albani ’13 

Jamal Anderson ’13 

Elizabeth Bohannon ’92 

Rhean Fajardo ’03 

Hon. Lupe Garcia ’95 

Simron Gill ’12 

Ashley Gould ’99 

Raphael Gutierrez ’01 

Michael Hewitt ’15 

Kevin Jackson ’14 

Robert Nelson ’02 

Vincent Novak ’04 

Bambo Obaro ’09 

Alyssa Roy ’14 

Christine Start ’10 

Calla Yee ’15 

BOARD OF COUNSELORS 
Stacy Miller Azcarate ’96, Chair 

Jean Afterman ’91 

Robert Allard ’94 

Frank Cassidy ’16 

Solomon Cera ’81 

Eugene Ferrer ’92 

Barbara Kautz ’03 

Patrick J. McGaraghan ’69 

Hon. Stephen Murphy ’81 

Chinh Pham ’93 

Hon. Maria Rivera ’74 

Richard Saveri ’94 

Gary Scholick ’74 

Claire Solot ’92 

Amy Van Prooyen ’99 

Elizabeth Zitrin 
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School  of  Law Boards  

EMERITI BOARD OF COUNSELORS 
Hon. Saundra B. Armstrong ’77 

Robert Bianco ’61 

Gregory Blaine ’91 

Thomas Brandi ’72 

Michael Brown ’82 

Donald Carano ’59 

James “Jim” Canty ’66 

Doris Cheng ’98 

Justice Ming W. Chin ’67 

Lawrence M. Cirelli ’78 

Peter J. Donnici 

Robert E. Dryden ’54 

Hon. Lynn Duryee ’79 

Hon. Judith Epstein ’77 

Paul Finigan ’72 

Peter Folger ’73 

James Fox ’69 

Max Gutierrez ’59 

Hon. Daniel “Mike” Hanlon ’64 

Elizabeth Helfrich ’58 

Justice Donald King ’58 

Molly Lane ’90 

John L. McDonnell Jr. ’63 

John “Jack” Meehan ’59 

Patrick Mohan ’73 

Denise Trani-Morris ’86 

Martin “Pete” Murphy ’61 

Frank Pitre ’77 

Lindbergh Porter ’81 

Michael Raddie ’60 

Janice Ramsay ’69 

Robert A. Randick ’69 

John C. Siegel ’77 
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American Flag 

USF’s ROTC Color Guard proudly presents the American flag flown over the United States Capitol on 
the day of Pope Francis’ historic address to a Joint Session of Congress, September 24, 2015.  On that 
inspiring day, Pope Francis renewed the faith of Catholics worldwide and inspired a new generation, 
regardless of their religious affiliation, to be instruments of peace.  He reminded us of our sacred and 
inescapable responsibility to those struggling to escape poverty, persecution and war.  He challenged 
us to rescue our planet from the climate crisis that threatens the future of our children and the health 
of God’s creation – and to do so in a way that is sensitive to the needs of the poor. He urged us to live 
our values and reach beyond our divisions. 



PUR SUING E XCELLENCE AND 
EDUCATING FOR JUSTICE 
THE MISSION OF THE UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO 
SCHOOL OF L AW 

The University of San Francisco School of Law strives for excellence in education underscored 
by a deep commitment to justice. The Law School pursues excellence in a humane, diverse, and 
intellectually vibrant learning community of outstanding teachers and scholars dedicated to 
training ethical professionals. Consistent with its Jesuit tradition, the Law School contributes to 
society by inspiring the pursuit of justice and serving the many communities—from the academic 
to the professional and the local to the global—of which it is a part. 

PUR SUING E XCELLENCE IN EDUC ATION 
• maintaining the highest standards for teaching and for student performance 
• providing intellectual and moral depth through exploration of the relationships 

among law, policy, and social justice 
• providing students with the practical skills they need to become effective and ethical lawyers 

and leaders in today’s complex world 

BUILDING A SUPPORTIVE AND 
OPEN LE ARNING COMMUNIT Y 
• fostering respect, caring, and connections among faculty, students, staff, and alumni 
• seeking and welcoming the educational and cultural richness offered by faculty, 

students, and staff from diverse backgrounds, including men and women of differing races, 
ethnicities, religions, and sexual orientations 

• encouraging vigorous debate and the unfettered pursuit of truth/s in an academically free 
environment 

CONTRIBUTING TO SOCIET Y,  
THEORETIC ALLY AND PR ACTIC ALLY 
• fostering an intellectual community that cultivates creative and insightful scholarship 
• creating innovative law school programs and training skilled lawyers to serve our local 

San Francisco community, the region, the nation, and an increasingly global society 
• inspiring our graduates to pursue justice as ethical professionals and to engage in 

practice or public service activities that help those in need 
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