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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE 
UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO 

MISSION 
Since 1855, the University of San Francisco has dedicated itself to offering a daring and dynamic liberal 
arts education in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. As a community, we empower and hold accountable 
our students, faculty, librarians, staff, administrators, alumni, and community partners to be persons 
for and with others, to care for our common home, including the native lands on which our campuses 
reside, and to promote the common good by critically, thoughtfully, and innovatively addressing 
inequities to create a more humane and just world. 

We seek to live USF’s Mission by nurturing a diverse, ever-expanding community where persons of 
all races and ethnicities, religions, sexual orientations, genders, generations, abilities, nationalities, 
occupations, and socioeconomic backgrounds are honored and accompanied. We are committed to 
educating hearts and minds to cultivate the full, integral development of each person and all persons; 
pursuing learning as a lifelong humanizing and liberating social activity; and advancing excellence as 
the standard for teaching, scholarship, creative expression, and service. Inspired by a faith that does 
justice, we strive to humbly and responsibly engage with, and contribute to, the cultural, intellectual, 
economic and spiritual gifts and talents of the San Francisco Bay Area and the global communities 
to which we belong. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees, September 24, 2021.



166th Annual  Commencement  Exercises 

UNIVER SIT Y OF SAN FR ANCISCO 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
GR ADUATE PROGR AMS 

MAY 16 ,  2025,  3 :00 PM 

Today,  the Universi t y  welcomes you — the graduates and candidates 

of  the c lass  of  202 5 — in     to  the rank s of  the proud a lumni  of  the 

Universi t y  of  San Francisco.  

We a lso welcome your  famil ies  and f r iends to  the ce lebrat ion ,  mindful 

and appreciat ive  of  the ir  contr ibution to  your  achievement ,  through 

their  suppor t ,  sacr i f ice ,  and encouragement .  

The University of San Francisco has made every at tempt to include in this program al l  persons deserving 

of recognition . I f  there have been any errors or omissions , please accept our s incerest apologies . 
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Dean, School of Law 
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Jeffrey Paris, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 
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Associate Vice President, Tax Compliance, 
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Desmond P. Dair, C.P.A. 
Associate Vice President, Accounting and Business Services 
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Associate Vice President, Student Life and Dean of Students 
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Associate Vice President, Marketing Communications 
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David J. Philpott, M.P.A. 
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Rector, Loyola House Jesuit Community 

Angélica Nohemi Quiñónez, Ed.D. 
Director, University Ministry 

Lawrence Williams, JD 
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Program 

ORDER OF CEREMONY 

Procession 
The University Mace 
The Flags of the University 
The University Commencement Marshals 
The Class of 2025 
The Faculty of the College 
The Academic Directors of the College 
The Alumni Board of Governors 
The Student Speaker 
The Deans of the College 
The University Leadership Team 
The Members of the University Board 

of Trustees 
 

 
The Honorary Degree Recipient and 

Commencement Speaker 
 

 
The Interim President of the University 

Prelude Processional  
Baroque Ceremonial Music 
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar 

Master  of  Ceremonies  
Rebecca Hong 
Vice Provost, Student Success, Inclusive Excellence, 
and Curricular Innovation 

National  Anthem 
ASUSF Voices 

Invocation 
Angélica Nohemi Quiñónez 
Director of University Ministry 

Of ficial  Opening of  the Ceremony 
Member, Board of Trustees 

Student  Address 
Arturo Paredes, Jr. 
Candidate, Master of Arts in International Studies 

Presentation of  the 
Honorar y Degree 

 

Jeffrey Paris 
Interim Dean 

Recipient: 
Ann Zwicker Kerr 
Advocate for International Education and 
Lifelong Student of the Middle East 

Commencement  Address  
Ann Zwicker Kerr
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Presentation of  Candidates  
for  Graduate Degrees 
Jeffrey Paris 
Interim Dean 

and 

John Zarobell 
Professor of International Studies 

Formal  Conferral  of  
Graduate Degrees 
Rev. John P. Fitzgibbons, S.J. 
Interim President and Chief Mission Officer 

Salutation to  the Graduates 
Rev. John P. Fitzgibbons, S.J. 
Interim President and Chief Mission Officer 

B enedic tion 
Rev. Ronné Wingate Sims 
Assistant Director of Religious Diversity, Justice, 
and Outreach 

Recessional  
“Crown Imperial” by Sir William Walton

Program
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2025 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates  

GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF ARTS 

A sia  Pacif ic  Studies 
Andrew P. Downs 
Craig Allen Duffeck 

International  Studies  
Isabella Skye Montague Bargfrede 
Dewansh Chauhan 
Michelle Nguyen Dang 
Selorm Clement Djameh 
Shennel EP Henries 
Talia Shae Jacobson 
Magdalena Olvera Hernandez 
Arturo Paredes, Jr. 
Arianna Rodriguez 
Pedro Luiz Sarabia Suarez 
Marina Scomazzon 
Dharma Stuart 
Matthew Henry Teplitz 
Seidy Marisela Zepeda Castillo 

Migration Studies  
Eric Asare 
Angelica J. Barron-Lorenzo 
Melody Carbajal 
Suyapa Margarita Chicas Ramirez 
Elizabeth Flores Medina 
Nur Jannah Enriquez Kaalim 
Alvaro de Jesus Quinteros González 
Michaela Cameron Rose 
Emma Nicole Takizawa 
Karla Evelin Velasco-Mendoza 

Museum Studies  
Kristopher K. Cavin 
Jazmin Deol Acuña 

Professional  Communication 
Talitha Ofelia Azores Carlos 
Alessandrea Casimere Carpio 
Francesca Casaccia 
Livia Corsale 
Carolina Echeverria 
Kevin Michael Foiles 
Marisa Garcia de Celis Angel 
Ana Paula Grasel 
Edgar Ernesto Ibarra Gutierrez 
Stephani Sueann Jacob 
Martin Leon 
Kallista Angeleka Leonardos 
Na Li 
Anjili Maharaj 
Pamella Massola 
Joseph Henrie McCann 
Justin Ugonna Nkemere 
Erin O'Connell 
Vincent Opoix 
Breeonna Blea 
Marlon Quiocho Tingzon 
Iklim Uluca 
Paul Nduoma Vincent
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2025 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF ARTS 

Public  Leadership 
Michael James Burns III 
Sean Chao 
Anthony Stephen Costanzo 
Brett C. Di Resta 
Quen'tazia Finney 
Patrick Stocker Free 
Joseph Patrick Gallagher 
Omar Garcia 
Matthew Hartsog 
Lilee Galeon Hayo 
John Kim 
Marcus Edward Landers 
James McAdams 
Quinlan Melvin 
Jason T. Pagel 
Amatangelo Pasciuti 
Meredith Maxwell Reed 
Jose C. Romero 
Austin Robert Sprague 
Kenneth Patrick Sullivan 
Chel Silverio Toscano 
Douglas Nathaniel Walsh 
Jordynn Watkins 
Nicole Elizabeth Watts 

Urban and Publ ic  Af fairs  
Loriane L. Benjamin 
Tiffani Lanise Carroll 
Claire Farrell Lowe 
Eliza Grace Giroux 
Michael Hallinan Grealish 
Leika Camille Descanzo La Roque 
David Patrick Murphy 
Vanessa Pimentel 
Stephanie Porvaznik 
Caroline Margaret Trejo 
Taylor Marie VanSant 
Shanell Laprice Williams 
Joseph Cardanez Zappia
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2025 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF FINE ARTS 

Writing 
Jade Alicia Acevedo-Kimber 
Benjamin Adams 
Aislyn Mienne Matienzo Alegre 
Juan Miguel Alvarez 
Meg Blaine 
Kenzie Sarah Boney 
Annie-Laurie Breen 
Min Choi 
Isadora A. Coates 
Victoria Lucia Crowe 
Austin Cole Davies 
Jacob Grant Dayton 
Kristen Elizabeth Dunn 
Hugo Decker Helms 
Yimin Huang 
Oliver Jones 

Taneesh Kaur 
Autumn Monique Kraxberger 
Georgia Alice Lambrou 
Max Amedeo Dresden Mani 
Gregory Eugene McGarry 
Julia Rae Medina 
Oriah Skye North 
Brenda Padilla 
Samuel Paul Soberanes Rametta 
Rachel America Arvizu Reyna 
Caraghan Elisabeth Selfridge 
Katherine Erin Seto 
Christopher A. Smith 
Donald Leo Sullivan 
Alexander Stephan Torres 
Adam Joseph Wilson 

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
Kallie Marissa Ford
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2025 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Applied Economics  
Mehdi Abedi 
Juan Pablo Arredondo Ambriz 
Natalia Blanco Cisneros 
Annoushqa Sudhir Bobde 
Muhammad Essa Tabish Chawla 
Ryan Edward Slate-Connors 
Kiara Kaitlyn Dorion 
Vrushali Ghotavadekar 
David Harms 
Annie Huynh 
Wai Ieng Lai 
Jieun Lee 
Shawn Gabriel Cheng Lee 
Timofei Lopukhov 
Joie Celina Lucero Menchavez 
Doan Ngoc Anh Nguyen 
Paola Andrea Quiceno Higinio 
Saket Rayapeddi 
Elsa Y. Russom 
Zlata Vorobeva 
Chloe Elena Willson 
Brendan Zhou 

Biolog y 
Rebecca Michelle Dubin 
Dasha Hohlova 
Nguyễn Thị Hoàng Uyên 
Brandon Tyler Toy 

Chemistr y  
Christine Marie Albrecht 
Matthew Alexander Barnett 
Christian Alexander Necoechea 
Hermes Coronado Ruiz 

Computer  Science 
Vishal Jaiminbhai Dani 
Guo Fan 
Sahil Sanjay Gupta 
Wei-Ting Hsu 
Yin Hu 
Sheng-Hung Kuan 
Haebin Lee 
Tingxuan Lin 
Huimin Liu 
Laurence Lo 
Mingda Ma 
Rucha Maslekar 
Zhimin Meng 
Lawrence Sui Lun Ng 
Saad Malik Paracha 
Eli Rudman 
Punnam Satpathy 
Suresh Raja Selvadurai 
Zhunan Shuai 
Inhwa Son 
Wei-Cheng Sung 
Junjia Wang 
Heran Zhang 
Chaoping Zhong
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GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Data Science 
Swati Agarwal 
Sang Woo Ahn 
Lukas Amare 
Leah Tibebu Ashebir 
Arturo Ávalos Espinoza 
Pooja Baralu Umesh 
Nicholas Barsi-Rhyne 
Catalina Anne Bartholomew 
Samanvitha Chowdary Bayaneni 
Arjun Sami Singh Bedi 
Luke Benjamin Belz 
Khushi Bhat 
Victoria Bartlett Blante 
Amadeo M. Cabanela 
Quinn Beau Graham Campfield 
Amit Chaubey 
Rafael Alfonso Cisneros 
Dexter August Corley 
Serigne Moussa Diaw 
Hadley Dixon 
Trevor William Eaton 
Livia Ellen 
Dominic Matthew Farradj 
Jose Xavier Fuentes 
Tyler James Gallup 
Adam Gent 
Tim Dongil Geum 
John Green 
Nathan Malcolm Holmes-King 
Qifan Hu 
Walker Everett Hughes 
Kavin Indirajith 
Emma Juan Salazar 
Nihal Karim 
Nirant Prakash Khot 
Abdullah Bera Kucuk 
Lorn Hin Adrian Lam 
Cheryl Lee 
Jessica Angel Lee 
Suhho Lee 

Carly Rachel Leong 
Moisés Manuel Limón 
Xiangling Liu 
Hamza Louzan 
Gopi Maguluri 
Sri Manikesh Makam 
Eli Bryan Mecinas Cruz 
Ricky Yoshi Miura 
Satya Lasya Narendrapurapu 
Benedict Yao En Neo 
Thi Thanh Chi Nguyen 
Matthew Julius Ohanian 
Jahnavi Paliwal 
Yewon Park 
Dhvani J. Patel 
Aditi Puttur 
Mellany Andrea Quiroz Almendarez 
Pranav Kumar Jain Rajesh Kumar 
Lance Kelley Santerre 
Sucheth Sikha 
Aman Singh 
Sehej Virinder Singh 
Vani Singh 
Vitoria Lara Soria Castelo Lima 
Raghava Srinivasan 
Venkatachalam Subramanian Periya Subbu 
Benjamin William Sunshine 
Wei Chun Tan 
Jennifer Bao Ngoc Tran 
Szu-En Tu 
Georgia von Minden 
Katelyn Vuong 
Napoleon Hong Vuong 
Guohao Wei 
Esha Lakshmi Yamani 
Kalkidan Melaku Yigezu 
Xinning Yu 
Ada Beverly Zhang 
Rebekah Zhou 
Yi Zhuang

2025 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates
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2025 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Energ y Systems Management  
Sky Berry-Weiss 
Riya Bhandari 
Ryan Donald Brown 
Steffen Deetjen 
Johanna Fors 
Fidelis Hazvineyi Dambudzo Gorogodo 
Ryan Thomas Grieser 
Alejandra Hernandez Aguirre 
Catherine May Kise 
Srikar Kovirineni 
Simha McCarter-Ribakoff 
Riya Rakesh Modi 
Daniel Price 
Bright Tamirirashe Shumba 
Ranjani Devi Sundaresan 
Alexia Limnyuy Tata 

Environmental  Management  
Analia Alvarado 
Sophia Alvarez Wong 
Elijah Ashiagbor 
Joy Michelle Cox 
Gabrielle Karina Farrer 
Elaina Emily Herrmann 
Jasmin Ibarra-Cortes 
Holley Anne Maassen 
Madison McGinn 
Apama'bo Anand Oszkar 
Mert Öztekin 
Tatiana Maria Pineda Del Rosario 
Calvin John Saribay 
Gamze Stone 

International  and 
Development  Economics  
Brian Chu 
Miki R. Izu 
Claire Marie James 
Jurney Lajos 
Mallika Matharu 
Dafine Rizvanolli 
Shewit T. Woldemichael 
Brendon Michael Wong
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GRADUATE DEGREES 
MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Spor t  Management  
Isabela Kendra Avila 
Decontee Ayers 
Alyssa Isabel Bravo 
Emmanuel Alejandro Briones Diaz 
Lucas Carl Geoffrey Brockl 
Benjamin Ross Byers 
Teresa Carolina Chan 
Baptiste Stéphane Cheseaux 
Ta Hsi Chou 
Emily Nicole Cook 
Alex Cooper 
Sangay Dorjee 
Jazmin Mia Duran 
Jean Pierre Flores Barquinero 
Peter Samuel Gonzalez 
Zoey Rachel Greenberg 
Kayla Mikiko Gruen 
Yingyu Guan 
Margaret Amanda Hall 
Connor William Hedges 
Christopher Gus Hollis, Jr. 
Abriana Raquel Howard 
Jiajia Huang 
Keashawn Kristian Hyde 
Hannah Inam Ibrahim 
Ketzia Lindsay Jimenez 
Lillian Lachman 
Chase Jackson Lazarus 
Sophia Rose Lee 
Marco Margarita 
Christopher George Marquez 
Christian Isaiah Martin 

Richard Mejia 
Christopher Douglas Miles 
Reid Ashton Mitchell 
Tatyana Nawal Modawar 
Joel Patrick Morrissey-Garrett 
Hailey Danielle Murdica 
Ngoc-Ngan Kieu Nguyen 
Carlos Ivan Ochoa-Llamas 
Damian Ochoa 
Jason Okamoto 
David Mateo Peña Moscoso 
Francisco Javier Perez 
Carter Jackson Lee Pierce 
Helen Sheniece Presley 
Marc Rodney Catap Pugeda 
Derek Jason Quinn 
Gianni Emilio Reynaldo 
Abelardo Rodriguez Rivera 
Jorman Saucedo 
Cameron Jacob Smith 
Ciara Aislinn Villegas Sparling 
Kristen Marie Swanson 
Thea Sofie Thode 
Christy Giselle Uribe 
Brianna Ashley Urquiza 
Dann Russell Edward Walters 
Tayllor Washington 
Zachary John Wilhelm 
Taelim Harrison Yaste 
Akari Yoshimura 
Wai Yau Alicia Yue 
Michael Zhang

2025 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates
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GRADUATE DEGREES 
PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE MASTERS 

Biotechnolog y 
Ayden Aloia 
Gwendolyn Elise Austin 
Kalii Sierra Caldwell 
Abby Chiang 
Nicole Anne Colligan 
Jose Komban Geo 
Harita Sai Gourabathina 
Adriana Marcela Guevara Caceres 
Nethmi Gunathilake 
Mya Evelyn Jefferies 
Eman Amjad Khan 
William K. Lam 
Manuel Montalban 
Tanvi Naik 
Sunaina Lakshminarayan Nayak 
Omar Nayfeh 
Kirstin Leigh Nel 
Ana Esther Posada 
Elizabeth Somer Raine 
Victoria Rose Sclar 
Vanessa Seawright 
Sushmitha Srikanth 
Rui Shuen Tan 
Rashi Tiwari 
Yennhi Vohoang 
Julia Elizabeth Chan Wellons 
Zaitoon Zafar 
Kelly Zhou

2025 Ar ts  and Sciences  Candidates
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Honorar y  Degree 

ANN ZWICKER KERR 
ADVOCATE FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND 

LIFELONG STUDENT OF THE MIDDLE EAST 

A woman of great faith whose powerful voice speaks to the 
core of our Jesuit mission for peace and understanding. 

An educator dedicated to building bridges between the West and the Middle East through 
her insightful teaching, inspirational example and invaluable cross-cultural academic support. 

Ann Zwicker Kerr has long advocated for respectful discourse among nations and peoples through her incisive 
writing, wide-angled world view, and her lived experience. She has had more than her share of darkness, but long 
ago learned to focus on the light. She has been praised as a force of nature. Just ask any of her four children, 
including Steve Kerr, head coach of the Golden State Warriors. Kerr describes his mother as “a strong and resilient 
woman, living a positive and productive life.” That resilience was front and center in January when her family 
home of more than six decades was destroyed by one of the devastating wildfires, one that resulted in death, 
destruction, and life-changing losses for so many California residents. As terrible as it was to see her memory-
filled family homestead reduced to ashes, she has experienced greater tragedy in her long life of adventure, 
action, and activism. 

Four decades ago, Kerr lost her beloved husband to incomprehensible violence. Their storied life together 
began in 1954 at the start of her study abroad adventure at the American University of Beirut. She quickly fell in 
love with the beauty of golden-age Beirut and with brilliant Malcolm Kerr, son of American parents who taught at 
the university. Malcolm, born in Beirut, spent his high school and college years in the U.S. He had returned to the 
AUB campus to earn a master’s degree. Ann went on to graduate from Occidental College and later earned a 
master’s in applied linguistics from the American University of Cairo. They married in 1956. Three of their four 
children were born in Beirut. After earning a doctorate from Johns Hopkins School of International Studies, Malcolm 
joined the UCLA faculty. As director of UCLA’s Center for Near East Studies, he was recognized as one of the 
world’s preeminent scholars of Middle East studies. In 1982, he returned to the American University of Beirut as 
president. Seventeen months later, he was assassinated. 

Spurred by deep grief and pure grit, Kerr moved toward the light on a lifelong mission to promote peace 
understanding, and education through greater interpersonal engagement among the world’s diverse communities. 
Now 90, she continues her vigorous advocacy. She is the longtime coordinator of the Fulbright Visiting Scholars 
Enrichment Program at UCLA. She was a trustee of the American University in Beirut for more than 25 years. She 
is a sought-after Middle Eastern studies scholar, education consultant, and a founding member and past chair of 
the Leadership Council of the Churches for Middle East Peace, a former trustee of the American University of 
Kuwait, and is a member of the President’s Advisory Council of EARTH University in Costa Rica. She serves on 
the advisory board for the Rand Center for Middle East.  

Through their great generosity, Kerr and her family have created life-changing opportunities for students from 
the Middle East by establishing the Kerr Family Centennial Scholars Endowment at UCLA and the Kerr Family 
Scholarship at the University of Arizona, which targets high-performing international students. In addition to her 
educational initiatives and unstinting support, she has had many articles and two books published. Her riveting 
memoir, Come with Me from Lebanon: An American Family Odyssey, offers a deeply personal account of her family’s 
life in Beirut amid the tumult of the Lebanon Civil War. A companion book, Painting the Middle East, offers a collection 
of her breathtaking watercolors.  

That all may know of our great esteem for you as a courageous woman of high purpose, a tireless champion for 
mutual understanding, an inveterate and invested supporter of intercultural education, and a powerful catalyst for 
hope, the University does, therefore, confer upon you, Ann Zwicker Kerr, advocate for international education and 
lifelong student of the Middle East, the degree of Doctor of Humane letters, honoris causa, with all the rights and 
privileges pertaining thereunto, given this sixteenth day of May, two thousand and twenty-five, and the hundred 
and seventieth year of the University, in San Francisco, California.
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Student  Achievements  

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS 

Graduate Student 
Leadership Award 
This award will be given to students who have 
consistently worked and succeeded in enriching 
and having an impact on student life and the 
values of University Life (leadership, social 
justice, and cultural competency) throughout 
their careers at USF. This year’s student is: 

Benjamin Adams 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS 

Academic E xcel lence Award 
for  Computer  Science 
Certificates, in recognition of exceptional 
academic achievement, are awarded by the faculty 
of the Department of Computer Science to: 

Vishal Jaiminbhai Dani 
Guo Fan 
Wei-Ting Hsu 
Sheng-Hung Kuan 
Haebin Lee 
Mingda Ma 
Lawrence Sui Lun Ng 
Saad Malik Paracha 
Eli Rudman 
Suresh Raja Selvadurai 
Inhwa Son 
Wei-Cheng Sung 
Heran Zhang 

Jacques R .  Ar tus Award 
A certificate and an inscription on the award 
plaque, given by the faculty of the Department 
of Economics, in recognition of the most 
outstanding graduate student in the Master 
of Science in International & Development 
Economics program, is awarded to: 

Brendon Michael Wong 

Master  of  Science in  Applied 
Economics Outstanding 
Graduate Student  Award 
A certificate and an inscription on the award 
plaque, given by the faculty of the Department 
of Applied Economics, in recognition of the most 
outstanding graduate student in the Master 
of Science in Applied Economics program, are 
awarded to: 

Shawn Gabriel Cheng Le
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Student  Achievements

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS

 
 

 

M AIS Award for  B est 
Overal l  Capstone 
This award, in recognition of the capstone project 
which is well researched and well written on an 
important and timely topic in International Studies, 
and which best embodies the overall focus and 
mission of the International Studies department 
and the MAIS program, is awarded to: 

Matthew Henry Teplitz 

M AIS Most  Ref lec tive 
of  the USF Mission 
This award is given to the project which reflects 
the mission of the University of San Francisco 
to educate well-rounded individuals who not 
only master a requisite body of knowledge, think 
clearly, analyze critically, and communicate 
effectively, but also evidence a disciplined 
sensitivity to human suffering, construct lives of 
purpose and meaning and work effectively with 
persons of varying backgrounds and cultures for 
the common good. 

Selorm Clement Djameh  
Shennel EP Henries 

M AIS Most  Orig inal  Research 
This award is given to the project which 
embraces an interdisciplinary and multi-method 
approach to International Studies and which uses 
this approach to conduct innovative and timely 
research on an issue of global importance. 

Dewansh Chauhan 

MSEM Award for 
Academic E xcel lence 
A plaque presented to an exceptional graduate in 
Environmental Management, based on academic 
achievements, contribution to courses, and 
contribution to the MSEM program as a whole, 
is awarded to: 

Joy Michelle Cox 
Gabrielle Karina Farrer 
Holley Anne Maassen 
Sophia Alvarez Wong 

The Joseph Petul la  Award for 
the Outstanding Environmental 
Management  Graduate Student  
A plaque presented to the outstanding graduate in 
Environmental Management, based on academic 
achievement and outstanding performance in the 
MSEM program.  This plaque, named in memory 
of former MSEM director, Joe Petulla, who started 
the program at USF in the 1970's and coordinated 
the program for over 15 years, is awarded to: 

Joy Michelle Cox 

Honorable Mention: 
Holley Anne Maassen 

Graduate Speaker  F inal ists  
Alvaro de Jesus Quinteros González  
Jennifer  Bao Ngoc Tran
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Student  Achievements

 
 

 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 

McGrath Scholars  
The McGrath Scholars of the Change the World 
From Here Institute was created to develop 
critically aware, mission-driven and goal-oriented 
system thinkers who are motivated to change 
their communities for the common good. The 
program engages and further develops established 
campus leaders across all disciplines who practice 
ethical, cooperative, collaborative and inclusive 
leadership; engage in both courageous and 
compassionate action; cultivate changes in values 
by re-framing and reinterpreting situations, and 
practice contemplative self-reflection. The 
Scholars honored here represent members of 
the graduating class that have completed both the 
curricular and co-curricular components of the 
program successfully. Graduating students are: 

Selorm Clement Djameh 
Alvaro de Jesus Quinteros González 
Arianna Rodriguez 
Alexia Limnyuy Tata
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Faculty  and Staf f  Achievements  

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS 

Community  Engaged 
Learning Faculty  Award 
The University Community Engaged Learning 
Faculty Award recognizes the work of full-
time faculty in developing service-learning 
opportunities for USF students. The awardee 
shall be a full-time faculty member who has 
demonstrated a commitment to service learning 
through the integration of service-learning 
into the curriculum; innovation in employing 
a reflective teaching methodology to connect 
community and public service experience with 
academic study; and demonstration of leadership 
that promotes service-learning on campus. 

Gabby King, School of Law 

Distinguished Adjunc t 
Teaching Award 
A purse and a plaque, awarded jointly by the 
USF Faculty Association and the University, to 
a part-time faculty member for extraordinary 
dedication to teaching and students, and for 
innovative and gifted approaches to teaching 
and the classroom at USF, are awarded to: 

Beth Packer, College of Arts and Sciences 
Karl Soehnlein, College of Arts and Sciences 
Zehlia Babaci-Wilhite, College of Arts and Sciences 

Distinguished Research Award 
A purse and a plaque, awarded jointly by the 
USF Faculty Association and the University, to a 
full-time faculty member whose recent research 
and scholarship have made an outstanding 
contribution to his or her academic discipline, 
are awarded to: 

Joyce P. Yang, College of Arts and Sciences 

Distinguished Teaching Award 
A purse and a plaque, awarded jointly by the 
USF Faculty Association and the University, to 
a full-time faculty member for extraordinary 
dedication to teaching and students, and for 
innovative and gifted approaches to teaching 
and the classroom, are awarded to: 

James Sikes, College of Arts and Sciences 

Educational  Ef fec tiveness Award 
The Educational Effectiveness Award (EEA) is 
given out annually to one team in recognition 
of excellence in assessment practices at the 
University of San Francisco. The recognized 
assessment work should show evidence of 
student learning, use of student learning 
evidence, and help the University, or any part 
of the University or community, achieve its 
learning outcomes, goals or mission. Exemplary 
assessment work should also support a culture 
of assessment at USF, and include a plan for 
closing the loop. 

Laura Chyu, School of Nursing and Health Professions
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Faculty  and Staf f  Achievements

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS

E xcel lence in  Academic 
Leadership Award 
The Excellence in Academic Leadership award 
recognizes an individual who has demonstrated 
exceptional leadership and vision, particularly 
during times of uncertainty and transition. The 
awardee has gone beyond the traditional scope 
of their role, showing resilience, creativity, and 
a profound commitment to supporting the USF 
community. Through navigating challenges, 
advocating for innovation, and leading 
transformational change, this leader has made 
a lasting impact and inspired others through 
collaboration and leadership. 

Megan O'Banion, School of Nursing 
and Health Professions 

 

Inclusive E xcel lence Award 
Presented by the Office of ADEI to recognize 
a faculty member, librarian, or staff member 
who has made exceptional contributions to 
advancing access, fostering belonging, and 
promoting inclusion within the USF community. 

Genevieve Negron-Gonzales, School of Education 

Ignatian Ser vice Award 
Ignatian Service Award recognizes an exceptional 
commitment to the service of students, the 
University, and the community at large, in light 
of the religious and moral legacy of St. Ignatius. 
The awardee shall be a full-time faculty member 
who has demonstrated an ongoing and creative 
commitment to the realization of this legacy 
through his/her actions and accomplishments. 

Timothy Godfrey, School of Nursing 
and Health Professions 

Innovation in  Global 
In it iative  Award 
Recognize a faculty, librarian, or staff member 
who demonstrates innovation in facilitating 
global educational opportunities, (study abroad, 
immersion programs, internships, research 
opportunities) or bringing global perspective 
to campus (incorporating global into courses, 
developing new global courses, or broadening 
access to global perspectives). 

Julianne Cartwright Traylor, School of Law 

Innovation in  Instruc tion Award 
The Innovation in Instruction Award is granted 
to a part-time faculty member that utilizes 
creative or innovative teaching methods, 
approaches, and techniques in their courses. 

Sara Marinelli, College of Arts and Sciences
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Faculty  and Staf f  Achievements

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS

Innovation in  Teaching 
with  Technolog y Award 
The CIT Awards honor faculty or staff who 
have demonstrated excellent use of technology 
in education. Recipients have supported the 
development of teaching and learning 
contributing to the overall quality of the USF  
learning environment. 

Liat Berdugo, College of Arts and Sciences  
Megan Hutchinson, School of Law 

Mentor  of  the Year  Award 
The Mentor of the Year Award was created 
by the Provost Council in order to recognize a 
faculty member or a staff person who furthers 
the Vision, Mission and Values of the University 
through their demonstrated commitment to 
and excellence in advising and mentoring our 
graduate and undergraduate students. The 
award recognizes individuals who help our 
students (1) identify their academic goals; (2) 
establish relationships between their curricular 
and co-curricular activities; (3) develop the 
expertise, skills and values that support 
academic and personal achievement; and, (4) 
discern how their USF experience will assist 
them in forming a more humane and just world, 
and is awarded to: 

Khulan Zagd, Learning Center, Office of Student Life 

Outstanding Teamwork in 
Advancing the University ’s 
Strategic  Plan Award 
The Outstanding Teamwork in Advancing the 
University’s Strategic Plan Award was created 
by the Provost and Vice President of Academic 
Affairs in order to recognize and honor a team 
of faculty, librarians and/or staff who have made 
exceptional contributions to advancing USF’s 
Strategic Plan, with an emphasis on creative 
co-design, collaboration, and cross-
departmental/ divisional teamwork. 

Louise Goupil, College of Arts and Sciences  
Joshua Gamson, College of Arts and Sciences 

Sr.  Vick y Siu  Award for 
Outstanding Contr ibutions 
and Ser vice to  the University 
of  San Francisco 
A purse and a plaque, awarded jointly by the 
USF Faculty Association and the University, to a 
part-time faculty member who has volunteered 
to organize workshops, performances, lectures, 
or other opportunities for students at USF — 
beyond the responsibilities of their teaching 
position, are awarded to: 

Kimberly Carfore, College of Arts and Sciences 
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American Flag 

USF’s ROTC Color Guard proudly presents the American flag flown over the United States Capitol on 
the day of Pope Francis’ historic address to a Joint Session of Congress, September 24, 2015.  On that 
inspiring day, Pope Francis renewed the faith of Catholics worldwide and inspired a new generation, 
regardless of their religious affiliation, to be instruments of peace.  He reminded us of our sacred and 
inescapable responsibility to those struggling to escape poverty, persecution and war.  He challenged 
us to rescue our planet from the climate crisis that threatens the future of our children and the health 
of God’s creation – and to do so in a way that is sensitive to the needs of the poor. He urged us to live 
our values and reach beyond our divisions.





T he colorful attire worn by the graduates, the faculty, and officers of the University on the 
occasion of these Commencement Exercises has historic roots in medieval times. Dressed as 

they are in cap and gown, the graduates and their professors form part of a long tradition which 
dates back to Paris and Bologna, to Oxford and Cambridge in the days of their Catholic glory. 

The precise origins of the several parts of the academic garb are not easy to discover. However, 
since medieval students enjoyed the status of clerics during their university years, one is hardly far 
wrong in asserting that their attire found its inspiration in the clerical dress of medieval times. The 
gown seems to be an adaptation of the robe of friar or priest; the hood, of the monk’s or friar’s cowl; 
and the mortarboard cap of today, the end product of curious evolution, recalls the skull cap of days 
when tonsured heads needed protection against the drafts of medieval classrooms. 

Academic attire began to appear quite  generally on United States campuses in the late 1890s. 
Since that time, its use has become universal for solemn university functions, and its pattern highly 
uniform. 

THE GOWN  
The gowns are three in number and styling. That of the bachelor is a yoked, closed-front garment, 
with long, pointed sleeves; that of the master is cut to be worn open front, its sleeves are long and 
closed, slit cut just above the elbow to allow the forearm to protrude; the gown of the doctor is also 
worn open and has full bell–shaped sleeves. Only the doctor’s gown is trimmed—with velvet panels 
down the front and three velvet bars on each sleeve. 

Though black velvet is proper trimming for all doctor gowns, the color and material of the panels 
and sleeve bars is often varied in order to indicate the faculty which granted the wearer’s degree; 
dark blue for Philosophy (PHD); light blue for Education (EDD); white for Arts and Letters (LITTD); 
gold-yellow for Science (SCD); orange for Engineering (ENGD, DCE); purple for Law (LLD, DCL, JD, JUD, 
JCD); green for Medicine (MD); scarlet for Theology (STD, DD). 

THE HOOD  
The hood at first seems to have been worn over the head and was attached to the gown. When the 
skull cap was introduced, the hood was retained, but detached and worn much as it is today. Each 
degree (bachelor, master, doctor) has a right to a hood, which varies in length and, in the case of the 
doctor’s, also in pattern. The bachelor’s hood is three feet long; the master’s hood, three and 
one-half; the doctor’s hood, four, with wide panels on either side. 

The color or colors with which the hood is lined are those of the college or university that granted 
the wearer’s degree-for example, the University of San Francisco is known by the gold chevron on 
the field of Kelly green. The colored velvet binding or edging of the hood, in different widths for 
bachelor, master, doctor, is a key to the faculty granting the degree. The velvet colors include white 
for Arts, gold-yellow for Science, drab for Business, apricot for Nursing, light blue for Education, 
royal blue for Nonprofit Administration, peacock blue for Public Administration, scarlet for Theology, 
purple for Law, and so forth.  

THE C AP  
The mortar board has become the universally accepted style in United States colleges and universities. 
Many European institutions still retain distinctive forms of academic headdress—for example, the 
University of London’s tam-o-shanter cap. 

The doctor, following graduation, has the right to wear a gold tassel on the mortar board; black, 
however, is perfectly proper and perhaps more common.
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